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NATO Seeks Clarification of Bosnia Plan 


AU2605 101993 Paris AFP in English 1000 GMT 
26 May 93 


[Text] Brussels, May 26 (AFP}—NATO defence minis- 
ters Wednesday [26 May] reaffirmed their support for a 
long-term peace plan for Bosnia-Herzegovina and sought 
U.N. clarification of a new proposal to protect Bosnian 
Moslems with troops and air cover. 


A communique issued after two days of talks reflected 
lingering reservations among members of the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisaton over the “safe havens” 
promsal unveiled by the United States and its key allies 
Satu: day. 


Although most NATO members gave qualified backing 
to the plan, some expressed concern Tuesday it could 
ratify Serb territorial gains. Questions were also raised 
about the scope of the operation and other details. 
“We remain committed to the achievement of a settle- 
ment of the conflict... through the implementation of the 
Vance-Owen peace plan,” the communique said, refer- 
ring to the efforts by U.N. and European Community 
mediators. 


But the communique said only that the ministers dis- 
cussed the proposal for safe heavens and tighter sanc- 
tions on the Serbs put forth by the United States, Russia, 
Britain, France and Spain. 


“The United Nations will need to define clearly the 
scope of any new undertakings in these areas,” the 
NATO ministers said. 


“We remain willing to consider positively »ny further 
request by the United Nations for assistance in enforcing 
Security Council resolutions.” 


Meeting here were ministers from all 16 NATO members 
except France, which is not part of the alliance’s inte- 
grated military command. 


Ruehe Sees Four Eastern States Joining NATO 


AU2105 143293 Paris AFP in English 1416 GMT 
21 May 93 


[Text] Berlin, May 21 (AFP)}—German Defence Min- 
ister Volker Ruehe on Friday [21 May] said it was 
inevitable that four of NATO's Cold War adversaries 
would join the Atlantic alliance. 


Ruche noted “it is on the political schedule” for the 
Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland and Slovakia to join 
the European Community and its security pillar, the 
Western European Union (WEU). 


“I see no reason why future members of the European 
Union should be refused membership of NATO,” Ruche 
tole a meeting here of the North Atlantic Assembly, the 
a'liance’s political forum. 
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“That is why I believe that (their) membership is not a 
question of whether, but how and when,” he said. “It is 
a question of time and conditions. That is what has to be 
discussed.” 


The assembly, comprising 188 MPs [members of parlia- 
ment] from the 16 NATO countnes, was holding a 
twice-a-year meeting. The Berlin talks, which are mainly 
debating the crisis in former Yugoslavia, are set to end 
on Monday. 


Twelve associate delegations are also attending, from 
Belarus, Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hun- 
gary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Romania, Russia, Slo- 
vakia and Ukraine. 


Calis For Better Crisis Management 


LD2105 142593 Hamburg DPA in German 1336 GMT 
21] May 93 


[Text] Berlin (DPA)}—Federal Defense Minister Volker 
Ruehe (Christian Democratic Union [C DU]) has called 
for greater efforts toward effective crisis management 
from the international community. The main priority 
must be to strengthen the operative capacity of the 
United Nations, Ruehe said with regard to the Yugoslav 
conflict, addressing the spring meet:ng of the North 
Atlantic Assembly today {2! May] in Berlin. 


Against the background of the possible further escalation 
of the war, Ruche said that it must not again go as far as 
in Bosnia-Herzegovina. “The decisive factor in a 
regional crisis is the clear politicai will to prevent violent 
escalation at an early stage with all suitable and available 
means. This now applies in particular to Macedonia, 
Kosovo, and the bordering regions,” Ruche told the 
defense committee of the North Atlantic Assembly. 


Ruche drew a*tention to the deployment of German 
soldiers in Somalia. This deployment ts in line with “the 
new tasks to be fulfilled by the Bundeswehr today and in 
the future in addition to national and NATO defense; as 
an instrument of political crisis management, side by 
side with our partners’ troops, wnder the auspices of the 
United Nations, NATO, the CSCE or the Western Euro- 
pean Union.” Rueche once again spoke out in favor of 
opening up NATO to east and southeast European 
states. For him, the accession of new partners is “not so 
much a question of whether, but of how and when.” 


Dunkel Calis U.S. GATT Deadline ‘Ambitious’ 


AU2105 141793 Paris AFP in English 1358 GMT 
21 May 93 


[Text] Paris, May 21 (AFP}—World trade chief Arthur 
Dunkel says the December | 5 deadline set by the Clinton 
administration for finishing long-running multilateral 
trade negotiations is an “ambitious” target. 


In an interview to appear on Monday [24 May] in the 
French magazine Valeurs Actuelles, the director gencral 
of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) 
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says that “Meeting that target will entail very concen- 
trated negotiations, at a time when we are getting close to 
the traditional summer vacation period. 


“Hence we risk running out of time in the second half of 
the year” to conclude the Uruguay Round of trade talks, 
which began more than six vears ago and have bogged 
down again. 


He comments that “The subjects that still have to be 
settled are very complex, technically speaking, and the 
devil is in the details”, quoting an old French expression. 
Stull, “If there is a political will to conclude an agree- 
ment, time is no longer an obstacle”. 


He says negotiations are not in crisis, but rather are “on 
a break”, and that the United States, the European 
Community, Japan and Canada “seem prepared to 
resume negotiating without waiting for the end of legis- 
lative procedures initiated by the U.S. Congress”, refer- 
ring to extension of “fast track” trade legislation. 


None of the outstanding issues can be regarded 4s resulved 
until they are all resolved, the world trade chief says. 


Successor To Be Chosen 9 June 


AU2505181493 Paris AFP in English 1804 GMT 
25 May 93 


[Text] Geneva, Switzerland, May 25 (AFP}—The successor 
to Arthur Dunkel of Switzerland as head of the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) will be named on 
June 9 at a special meeting of GATT members, the organi- 
zation announced here on Tuesday [25 May]. 


Irishman Donald Sutherland, 47, former E.C. competi- 
tion commissioner, is the favorite in the race to become 
the new director general. The 12 E.C. members are 
supporting him. 


Dunkel is to leave the world trade organization on June 30. 
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* Human Rights Seen High on Clinton's List 
Y3ENO0506A Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
6 May 93 p 16 


{Editorial: “The United States and China™] 


[Text] China's leaders had little to fear during George 
Bush's term as President. He considered himself the 
United States’s leading expert on dealing with relations 
with the world’s most populous country for the sole 
reason that he himself had been a diplomat there. In so 
doing, he also rejected all attempts to introduce restric- 
trons on trade policy toward the Chinese. He thought 
that such steps would reduce the United States’s chances 
of influencing trends in China and would furth:rmore 
make relations with Beying more difficult. 


There are now strong signals that this policy is going to be 
revised. Human nghts policy has soared on the issues list 
under Bill Clinton. Along with that, there are fewer chances 
that a new move in Congress on trade sanctions against 
China will be halted by a Presidential veto. For Amencans, 
recognition of human mghts 1s a central part of their basic 
ideological view. On a day-to-day basis, most politicians in 
the United States feel some of the same missionary spirit 
which was put into the Declaration of Independence and the 
Constitution 200 years ago. 


This is felt to be urgent not only for the Chinese but for 
other Asian countnes as well. The argument is the same 
as that from the governments of the Soviet Union and 
East Europe: Demancs from other governments for a 
better human nghts policy are unwarranted interference 
in internal affairs. 


But it has turned out that those who now sit in positions of 
power in those capital cities that protested against interfer- 
ence were happy to have it in an extremely difficult and, to 
some extent, risky situation. That makes it more legitimate 
for democratic countnes to raise the banner of human nghts 
regardless of how great the discemfort 1s for those who carry 
Out a stronger policy in this area. 
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Belgium 


Flanders Prime Minister van den Brande Profiled 


Y3ENO445A Brussels KNACK in Dutch 28 Apr 93 
pp 12-15, 17 


{Article by Jos Grobben and Marc Reynebeau: “Radical! 
With Moderation™] 


[Text] Flanders has a prime minister and the world 
should be aware of it. Behind these swaggering words 
hides a technocrat: the two sides of Luc van den Brande. 


It is, of course, a pure coincidence that the CVP’s [Social 
Christian Party] assigned position on the General 
Council for Community Education [ARGO] fell to 
Johan van den Brande, equally coincidentally the 
brother of Flemish Executive CVP President Luc. It is 
even true that the president left the meeting for a short 
period of time when the nomination item came up on the 
agenda. But it 1s equally true that such politicized 
nominations are submitted in fully predigested format to 
the executive, which then merely gives its official 
blessing to them. 


Even his political opponents would have to admit it: Luc 
van den Brande is not a political scoundrel, on the 
contrary, he 1s someone one can talk to, he appreciates a 
joke at the proper time, and at the cafe he is even a 
cheerful fellow. He looks at life with a certain degree of 
lightness, which 1s evident in his incurable lack of 
punctuality that makes him always late for appouint- 
ments, even during official visits abroad. He himself 
does not consider this a problem, he laughs it off with a 
shrug, and feels that others do not feel strongly about 1 
either 


Van den Brande is largely accountable for the fact that 
the atmosphere within the Flemish executive can defin- 
tely be called good. Things were ofien differen in the 
past. In the former four-party executive, led by the steely 
although for health reasons often absent Gaston Geens 
(CVP), the motto was everyone for himself and God 
against all. Van den Brande does not suffer from too 
much documentary knowledge, but he has the talent to 
reconcile the visions of his CVP, SP [Flemish Socialist 
Party], and VU [People’s Union] colleagues and forge 
them into a unanimous position. The famous Flanders. 
Europe 2002 plan is proof of this. And yet, the economic 
chapter of that plan, which falls under his authority, 
clearly shows the hand of SP Minister Norbert de Batse- 
lic... However, this does not prevent van den Brande 
from loyally defending these ideas also. If a problem 
does occas‘onally arise among the Flemish ministers, it 
happens when van den Brande finds himself once again 
at logggerheads with his fellow party member Wivina de 
Meester-de Meyer, who is apparently still suffering from 
the fact that her lofty ambitions are not getting very far. 
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Janus 


Hence, van den Brande 1s amiability personified, but oh, 
Lord, the things that happen when he steps outside. Even 
his fnends take cover when Van den Brande runs into a 
reporter with a note book at the ready. If there 1s nobody 
then to restrain him, van den Brande will never shy away 
from making some strong statement or ot.er—after ail, 
who 1s pnme minister here’? Right. But if this 1s followed 
by a lot of hassic. then he will also be quick to claim that 
it had not been meant that way. When he was called to 
account by King Baudouin earlier this year because of 
his famous confederalism statement, he hurned to 
explain that the two regions of the country “formed 
exactly the pillars of the royal house.” 


This gives those who do no’ .now him very well— 
French speakers, for example—the shivers. This misun- 
derstanding. which he himself brought to life. was cause 
enough for Vice Prime Minister Philipp Moureaux (PS 
[Walloon Socialist Party}). who as a matter of fact never 
shies away from any provocation. to call him a Gauleiter. 
Six years ago—when he was president of the CVP 
parliamentary party —the Brussels weekly PAN correctly 
described this van den Brande syndrome as the syn- 
drome of the “AVV-VVK-Janus” [All for Flanders- 
Flanders for Christ-Janus} As a matter of fact, according 
to PAN, the CVP parhame.stary party president 1s 
always “tough” until the moment he becomes president 
And indeed, one year later van den Brande becamc 
minister of Labor and Employment, a department which 
he managed unimaginatively here and there he moved a 
comma, but otherwise he remained unnoticed. “He was 
a technical minister.” was all that commentator Manu 
Ruvys managed to come up with about him in early 1992. 


At that time. Luc van den Brande was already a man 
with a past. This attorney from Mechelen, who gradu- 
ated with a master’s degree in notary public law and a 
bachelor’s degree im canon law. us a rather typical 
product of Christian umonnsm ACV [Confederation of 
Christian Trade Unions) background, groomed by god- 
fathers, technocratic, contormist, no world shattering 
insights or ideas. orented toward compromise, fond of 
private understandings. little charisma and extremely 
woolly isnguage During a press conference at the three of 
his recent visit to the Netherlands, more than one Dutch 
reporter had trouble staying awake 


From the moment he became a member of parliament 
during the 1977 Egmont days, van den Brande, who was 
32 years old at the time, tried to present himself as a 
community radical But in mederation, he never went as 
far as Jan Verroken, for caample, who voted against the 
administration in 1978 because of the Stuyvenberg 
agreement. van den Brande had just as many objections, 
but he limited his protest to a skittish holding back. 


Career 
Van den Brande always kept hes chances intact, bal- 


ancing adeptly between radical rethone and moderation 
in practice. This landed him in hot water as early as 
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1983. The French-speaking press as a whole attacked 
him following an interview with LA LIBRE BELGIQUE 
in which he tied tough conditions to saving the Walloon 
steel industry. A closer examination revealed that he had 
simply echoed the government agreement on the matter. 
What was the problem then? “That is t riddle for me,” 
stated the crestfallen van den Brande. That year, due to 
the recent death of FDF [Democratic Front of Brussels 
French Speakers] member Luc Outers his bill on the 
regionalization of the economic sectors earned him the 
nickname “arsonist of Belgium. That was not the way it 
was meant either, replied van den Brande. 


The young member of parliament wanted to make a 
career for himself. The presidency of the parliamentary 
party was to L2 a stepping stone in that direction and in 
1982 he declared his candidacy to replace the retiring 


according to those around 
him, he did not want to allow “that table hopper” (that 
is to say, van den Brande) to succeed him. People are not 
always very nice to one another within the CVP and, 
hence, van den Brande was two votes short in the 
election. He succeeded in August 1984 when Blanckaert 
left for the plush job with the Court of Arbitration. 


It was time to further develop his image. During the 
years 1983-1986, van den Brande was the man who 
wanted to make his parliamentary party assertive and 
sturdy and who let fly with strong statements, which he 
demanded the Catholic-Liberal admuinisiration adopt 
promptly or else. Regionalization, the financing of the 
Walloon steel industry, the mandates, the deployment uf 
nuclear missiles, the struggle against fiscal fraud, the 
Rent Act, the tax reduction, the demand for a coal power 
station in Limburg, the Happart jokes, there was always 
something and van den Brande stuck his chest out in 
numerous intervicws. 


But in spite of all his threats of motions and interpella- 
tions, time after time the government went calmly on its 
way. The parliamentary party leader was repeatedly 
forced to swallow his statements and obediently cast his 
vote of confidence in the administration. In the end, he 
even considered the fact that the administration repest- 
edly wanted new mandates as unavoidabie: the blame for 
this lay with the socialist opposition which “worked 
against.” During his crusade against Jose Happart's 
mayoralty, which lasted years, he was often made to look 
a fool and one would have to wait for the arrival of Louis 
Tobback (SP) at the Ministry of Internal Affairs before 
the matter would really be settled. For lack of anything 
betts,’, van den Brande prided himself on the fact that he 
had been the one to coin the intentionally disparaging 
description, “the H affair.” At that time he already had 
the tendency to compensate via rethoric and symbolism 
for what eluded him in reality, a tendency which he 
would develop into high art in the executive area. 


Workers 


And yet, during those years van den Brande was not a 
plague for the top party leaders. On the contrary. During 
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the difficult period of coexistence between the Chnstian 
Democrats and the merciless neoliberals of Jean Gol and 
Guy Verhofstadt, which, as it turned out later, was 
organized 2t Poupehans [name of building where party 
leaders meet}, van den Brande incarnated the idealistic 
purity of the CVP which had gotten into a very tight 
corner because of its policy of spending cuts, mandates, 
and capital friendliness. To demonstrate that a Fiemish- 
onented, pacifist conscience driven by compassion for 
the workers still continued to live within the Chnstian 
democracy was van den Brande’s role. 


Furthermore, van den Brande provided proof of his 
usefulness by making the liberal and French- peaking 
partners nervous about the real intentions of the CVP. 
He worked so much on the nerves of his PV V |Party of 
Liberty and Progress] colleague Ward Beysen that in 
June 1986 he let slip that it was time to pul an end to 
“van den Brande’s babbling.” But the poor parliamen- 
tary party leader had to put up with becoming the 
laughing stock of the rue de la Loi and was mercilessly 
joked about: the man who one day will swallow himself. 
the wet firecracker, the sprinkled sprinkler, the hopping 
Kermit the Frog, and what not. 


When the Roman Catholic-liberal coalition fell in 1987, 
van den Brande still felt “that this coalition was the best 
guarantee for a continuation of the reform policy”, but 
alas, Prime Minister Wilfned Martens took his chances 
with the socialists. It was said at the time that van den 
Brande, much teased but very useful to his party, 
received his reward in the form of a ministerial portfolio, 
Labor and Employment, where he concentrated on 
purely technical issues and further spoke only about 
rather unspecified “challenges for the future.” Among 
his most notable actions was the signing of a petition 
which demanded an improvement of the sewer system in 
Bonheiden, where on 2 July 1991 a cloud burst had put 
his district of Dorstveld under water. 


But even with all this modesty, van den Brande was 
misunderstood: the CVP Youth, who in 1981 had 
awarded him their Uilenspiege! prize for his bill on the 
regionalization of the national economic sectors, made 
the accusation that as minister he fought “neounitary 
rearguard actions” and slowed down federalization 


The latter must not have made too great an impression 
on the CVP leadership because, when the party took 
advantage of the elections of 24 November 1991 to get 
nd of Gaston “whatever we do ourselves, we do betier™ 
Geens, Luc van den Brande became the number one 
CVP member in the Flemish executive with, among 
others, the portfolios for Economic Affairs and Foreign 
Relations. He immediately flexed his muscles by placing 
community issues on the agenda, including the banana 
peels on which he had slipped so painfully and so often 
as parliamentary party president. But he considered this 
his contribution “to put an end to the desperation which 
followed the election results of 24 November.” Full of 
LApatience he even hurried past his institutional 
shadow—nothing came of the “third phase” of the state 








FBIS-WEU-93-100 
26 May 1993 


reform of the last Martens administration, in which he 
served as minister, and the St. Michel agreement is not 
yet in force. 


Prestige 


Van den Brande stands on his dignity: it started with his 
taking the ttle of prime minister. This soon awoke the 
suspicion that he had an overblown ego because there is 
no legal basis at all for such a title. The relevant docu- 
ments only talk about a “Flemish executive” (and not 
government”), consisting of “members” (and not “min- 
isters”» with one of them being the “president™ (and not 
“prime munister”). Hence, this sort of thing comes 
awkwardly close to appropriation of titles. The fact that 
the formerly used terms of “regional minister” or “com- 
munity minister” (depending on the kind of authority 
these excellencies enjoyed) were replaced by “Flemish 
minister” of this or that, did not contribute to any 
clarification of the complex institutional structure of the 
country either, especially not for the citizens who are 
faced with official documents which these people 
describe in a manner very different from the way they 
themselves do. 


But van den Brande is very much interested in having 
the full measure of Flemish prestige shine on him. Even 
if it does cost hundreds of millions of Belgian francs to 
purchase a flashy piece of property in the center of the 
capital, the Hotel Errera, very symbolically located on 
the Koningstraat in Brussels, halfway between the 
Societe Generale and the Royal Palace. As a matter of 
fact, this provides the prime minister with an official 
residence which befits his title, among other things to 
impress foreign guests. 


Van den Brande is stubbornly intent on letting people 
know, and especially abroad, that his executive is not 
simply a glorified permanent representation. The fact 
that in doing so he is running ahead of the yet to be 
federalized right to conclude international treat’<s 
should not be a hindrance. Early this year, as if an 
example worth imitating had been set there, he went to 
Prague, the capital of the Czech Republic which had 
recently separated from Slovakia. A spicy detail: the 
Czech Republic of Prime Minister Vaclav Klaus is hard 
at work at liberalizing its communist inheritance, while 
colleague Viadimir Meciar's Slovakia has more doubts 
on the matter and maintains better relations with Wal- 
lonia. It did not turn out to be a great success in Prague, 
partly because (sticky, sticky) initially the Belgian 
Embassy did not have small flags with the lion emblem 
at its disposal, so that van den Brande had to make do 
with the Belgian tricolor on his limousine. 


And because his colleague from the Walloou. region, Guy 
Spitacis (PS), had been received like a real head of state 
by President Francois Mitterrand in Pars, van den 
Brande had his eye on receiving the same kind of red 
carpet treatment in the Netherlands. To this effect he 
would have been allowed, among equal«, to kiss Queen 
Beatrix’ hand, but that did not happen during his official 
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visit in late March. Moreover, he drove the “political 
circles in The Hague,” which still do not quite under- 
stand what federalism is and thus have certainly never 
understood the Belgian “language struggic.” to serous 
distraction. When King Baudoin in turn pays an official 
visit to The Hague in the middie of next month, he will 
undoubtedly make it clear to the confused Dutchmen 
that foreign affairs is still the prerogative of the national 


Foreign Ministry, penod. 


Glossy Paper 


Indeed, without the nght to conclude treaties Flemish 
diplomacy does not have much substance, so van den 
Brandes foreign escapades must also be considered 
largely symbolic. But he likes that kind of fetishe and he 
has someone to worry about it. [his someone is Kunis 
Rogers, who used to work for Gaston Geens, for whom 
he developed his brainchild, the managers’ cult. and 
yuppie fad surrounding Flanders’ Technology. 


As sociologist Luc Huyse later noted, the content of thes 
whole Flanders’ Technology fuss had no more depth 
than the thickness of the glossy paper it was advertised 
on. But then, Rogiers does believe that Flanders is only 
a trademark, like those used for detergent and dog food 
Hence it must be promoted in a similar manner, with 
logos and slogans and splashy colors and advertisement 
on television. Whatever the product beneath .hat trade- 
mark 1s, 1s much less important—we will make up its 
“yndividuality”—as long as 11 can be sold. 


Very characteristic for this and of thinking in terms of 
packaging and marketing was last summer's incident when 
van den Brande let his wrath fail on Antwerp 93 by freezing 
its subsidies for a while. As a matter of fact, he had checked 
and found that the size of the letters with which the name 
“Flanders” was printed on the organization's flyers and 
pamphicts was too small. At the time, “Antwerp 93" 
manager Eric Antonis noted that by doing so the Flemish 
authonties degraded themselves to the level of an ordinary 
sponsor whose only interest 1s to see his name printed as 
large as possible on the billboards. This incident showed 
that van den Brande’s only intent with subsidies is to 
achieve a promotional return for his own shop, and that he 
cannot see the subsidizing of such a cultural event as an 
obvious social task for the government. 


The “Flemish” soccer team, the sponsoring of the Jour 
of Flanders, ail of this falls under the same logic. Van den 
Brande really went to town—once more at the urging of 
Kris Rogiers—with the so-called Cultural Ambassadors 

For this he rather haphazardly distributed a large budget 
(160 millon Belgian francs) among all kinds of cultural 
organizations in exchange for which they would adver- 
tise abroad for that Flanders trademark through their 
work. When van den Brande took off for Prague. the / 
Fiamminghi orchestra followed in his wake To let 
cultural quality shine in order to put politics in the 
lame'ight was something the former communist states 
and the monarchs of the Ancien Regime also liked to do 

















6 BENELUX 26 May 1993 

Sas Ge GENE SS SUNNY Se ONE, SS Sy eee. Gaee Martyr 

culture, but only prestige. And not a patronized 

“ambassadors,” who usually have to try to make do with Bult heaven ouly kr.s what he really means by the 
subsidies, felt that they were being black-  “independezce™ he » “kang for Flanders. His state- 


political friends to sit in the first row. A little more 
patience will be needed if one wants to see a new political 
culture in Flanders. 


And yet, the latter is one of the strong points of the 2002 
project, which has the advantage of outlining a 10-year 
policy perspective although it does not really generate 
much enthusiasm. Its options are toc decent for that and 
its ideas too corny. It does not iack hot air and there is 
little in nt with which any nght-minded citizen would 
disagree. lis real significance will have to be proven in 
practice, because several aspects would require political 
courage. More noteworthy, however, was the fact that it 
recognized only Flanders and Europe as relevant policy 
levels. In other words, Belgium fell out. 


This option reminds one of the mayor incident early this 
year, with the interview in LA LIBRE BELGIQUE in 
which van den Brande referred to the Saint Michel 
agreement as only an intermediary step in the direction 
of a confederal Belgium. But the fact that the French 
speakers and (thus”) “the Court™ bruised themselves 
falling over this only proves that they either have no 
memory or do not know Dutch. As a matter of fact, in 
August 1992 van den Brande had expressed himself 
much more strongly in the weekly TRENDS, in which he 
even stated in so many words, sticking out his chest, that 
he was not afraid of separatism. 


And in reality e was only repeating the positions of the 
1986 CVP congress in Oostende, which expected the 
Belgian state to evaporate in a European context, an 
option about which Mark Eyskens (CYP) later com- 
mented that “fortunately, not all the decisions of our 
congress were implimented.” But for van den Brande 
this once again represented an about-face. Because in 
1984, in LE SOIR, he had equally explicitly referred to 
himself as an opponent of confederalism and separatism, 
and earlie he even believed that the specific goal of the 
regions “living next to one another like adult brothers” 
was to save the national state. 


ments on spliiting up soc1a/ secunty include more con- 
tradiction than coherence (thas he ws “not an ad: ocate of 
the federalization of social contniytvons by employers 
and employees”) and are otherwise full of vague cliches. 
“Has he reaily thought about tiat enough,” asked former 
Prime Minister Martens aloud, addin,, that ven den 
Brande’s rethoric is not really any different from that of 
royal reprimand provided van den Brande with a 
moment of glory after all. Althoug: 12 !/:¢ end he himself 
had serious doubts about it, becaus te: on he felt that, 
oh well, federalism, cenfederelism, 1 4 ‘sll yust seman- 
tics,” is it not” Just claptrap then? 


He did put the SP in a difficult pows:cm with his 
statements. That confederalism had never come up in 
the executive, but bad agreements among the socialists 
led to a situation where they bad no choice bul to 


the position of the executive as a whole. 


At first, the SP was badly rewarded for it. In those days, 
the socialists were trying to push an employment 
package through, which van den Brande in his zeal for 
confederal glory—who 1s here, etcetera..—waved aside 
by equating it with “pyramid-building by the pharaos.~ 
Then the situation got a little tense: without the employ- 
ment package, no 2002 project, replied the SP, and 
things got totally quiet when Luc Cortebeeck, national 
secretary of the ACV, reminded the prime minister that 
in November 1992 he himself had proposed a similar 

t package. Hence, the plan became reality 
and so did the 2002 project. 


Minor Players 


Meanwhile, van den Brande has thought of another channel 
to further profile “his” Flanders: the Europe of the regions. 
But he has shown himself to be quite selective in the matter 
and certainly does not want to throw in his lot with every 
lump of dirt which as a people feels repressed by a national 
state. He is willing to talk only with “cultural regions with 
their own identity, ecr somic strength, and political auton- 
omy,” hence entities with a kind of prime minister, and not 
with minor players like the inhabitants of Bretagne. 
Fresiand and the French departments, but with the German 
laender, something like Catalonia, even smaller European 
countnes. 


On the occasion of the European summit meeting in 
Edinbourgh he pleaded, albert out of competition, for an 
“amendment to the Maastncht treaty” to extend greater 
cultural autonomy to the regions. But why had he not 
unearthed that amendment carlier? At the time the 
treaty was voted on in parliament he did not say a word 
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about ii. “Van den Brande often has troubie with his 
credibility,” was TRENDS’ sniggering conclusion about 
the episode. 

Closer to home, van den Brande has focused on the 
“Flemish grounding” of the economy—afier all, there 
cann be a serous Flemish government without its own 
economic power. The president has a simplistic view of 
this. A memorandum was circulated among is iaff, 
which 1s once again suspected of having come frr_. Kins 
Rogiers, which. for example, took a negative view of 
Sabena President Pierre Godfroid because he 1s said to 
be sharing his life with a French woman. In terms of 
Flemish grounding, this is very suspicious: after all, does 
Flemish loyalty reach as far xs the love nest? 


The simplicity of the grounding idea is made evident 
primarily by the fact that van den Brande has 2 hard ume 
understanding that capital will go where there is moncy 
to be eavwed and that Flemish idealism is very incidental 
to it. And yet, the fact that Fiemish publishers were 
willing to sell their VTM shares without too many 
qualms to a Dutc’s corporation should have taught him 
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something. On the rebound he feels that i should be 
possible to solve everything with money, with a “ground- 


that money come from? And what is the use of the 
GIMV [Regional Investment Company] then? Further- 
more, the SP feeis that it 1s being overtaken on the left by 
van den Brande who wants to use Flemish government 
moncy to ground and control Flemish enterprises. This 
kind of thing has a name: nationalization, and this no 
longer even appears in any socialist program. 


However, the grounding strategy started under an 
unlucky star. Van den Brande pumped a bunch of money 
into the “new” Boelwert corporation (9 billion according 
to the trade unions) and immediately gave up the prnin- 
ciple that a private partner must contribute just as much 
as the zover ameat: partner Begemann obtained 5! per- 
cent of the votes with a contnbution of barely half a 
billion Belgian francs. Nobody would really dare to make 
a bet on whether Boel has been saved. It 1s even rumored 
that the reconversion of the Campines Coal Mines is not 
such a great success either 
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Bosnia Plan Seen as ‘U nsatisfactory’ are good humannanan reasons for defending such 1s0- 


PM.2$05121093 London THE DAILY TELEGRAPH in 
English 25 May 93 p 20 


{Editonal: “Draw the Line Now”) 


[Text] The agreement between the Amerncans. Russians, 
French, British and Spanish to provide safe areas for the 
Bosnian Muslims has been widely represented as a 
betrayal. The Western allies and the Russians, 11 is said, 
have sacrificed the welfare of the Muslims for the sake of 
restoring unity among themselves. It 1s true that, for the 
first time in this calam:tous affair, the West now looks 
united. But it is not true that the pnce of unity has been 
betrayal. Except in the minds of moralisers and roman- 
tics there was never any realistic prospect of coming to 
the assistance of the Muslims through arming them, 
bombing the Serbs. or mulitary intervention on the 
ground. It was precisely the A-vencans’ failure to recog- 
nise this. and President Clinton's recourse to emotive 
rhetoric, that raised expectations which im turn divided 
the a hance. 


The upshot of this posturing 1s the virtual abandonment 
of the Vance-Owen plan, which might have guaranteed 
the surv’val of Bosnia-Hercegovina, albeit un cantonised 
form, aind a de facto acknowledment that the Serbs have 
won. There is no disguising this dismal conclusion. It 1s 
proposed that monitors be station sd along the Bosnian- 
Serbian border to ensure that [Serbian] President 
Milosevic fulfils his pledge to starve the Bosnian Serbs of 
aid. But their deployment depends on agreement by 
Belgrade. And even if supplies are found stil! to be 
crossing the border, the worst that Mr. Milosevic will 
face is a further tightening of sanctions, a policy which to 
date has singularly failed to curb Serbian ambitions 


The creation of safe areas for Bosnian Mustisis mm Bihac, 
Gorazde. Sarajevo, Sredrenica, Tuzla and Zepa is a 
last-ditch attempt to frustrate the Serbs and Croats from 
swallowing Bosnia-Hercegovina entire Although there 





lated pockets, it 1s difficult to predict any long-term 
future for them in the face of Sertian chauvinism. Their 
defence wili require an indefinite and substantial com- 
mitment of ground troops. With the United States 
unwilling to deploy such forces, the burden will fall 
largely on the European Community. It 1s nc longer 
enough for its members to rely on Britain and France to 
shoulder this burden. Ai’ must make a contribution to 
what, after all, is an atiem™ to stem the advance of 
barbansm in Europe. 


The unsatisfactory nature of the alhed compromise may 
be gauged by the reaction of the combatants: angry 
dismissal by the Bosnian Muslims and approval by the 
Bosnian Serb leader, Dr. Radovar Karaazic. who sees ut 
as a prelude to establishing three separaic states in 
Bosnia. Potential aggressors around the world will take 
note that, with Mr. Clinton in the White House. Dig 
words are not automatically followed by action. The 
sense of abandonment in the Muslim world, whose 
goodwill we so frequently need. whether against Saddam 
Hussein or over I-racl, will be the greater 


Having virtually given up Bosnia for lost, the allies now 
aeed to draw a line beyond which the Serbs wil! not be 
allowed to pass. There has been talk of coming to the 
defence of the ethnic Albanians in Kosovo—but. despite 
the danger their oppression poses for a widening of the 
conflict, it 1s difficult to imagine the West intervering in 
an integral part of Serbia. A more realistic line can be 
drawn tn Macedonia, a country whose independence the 
world has recognised and whose invasion could provoke 
a full-scale Balkan war involving two members of Nato, 
Greece and Turkey. The mau. lesson of the Yugosiay 
fiz ©o has been the value of decisive intervention at an 
carly stage in the conflict. Preventive action in Mace- 
dona, beyond the monitors ani the Scandinavian hat- 
talon already stationed there, should be an immediate 
priority for the West. 
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Ruehe: Germany ‘No Second-Class Ally’ 


AU 2505 124893 Hamburg WELT AM SONNTAG in 
German 23 May 93 pp 25-26 


“Excerpts” of speech by Defense Minister Volker Ruche 
at the opening of the WELT AM SONNTAG Forum 
“Bundeswehr and Society” on 17 May in Berlin: “Our 
Country Is Persistently Growing Into Its New Interna- 
tional Responsibility”) 


{Text} The opening speech was given by Defense Min- 
ister Volker Ruehe on the subject: “The Future of the 
Bundeswehr in a New Environment.” The following are 
excerpts from Ruehe’s speech: 


Apart from the classic task of national defense. our soldiers 
have faced new, additional challenges in the recent past. A 
lot has been supported by wide consensus, whereas a few 
issues have remained controversial. This is exactly why the 
rapid decision by the Federal Constitutional Court was of 
such vital importance. The court ruling has made sure that 
Germany, the core element of NATO integration, has 
remained predictable and credible. The community of 
nations expected us to participate—just like the allies—in 
enforcing the no-fly zone over Bosnia-Herzegovina. And we 
have acted accordingly. 


The community of nations also expected Germany to 
make a contribution to the mayor humanitarian chal- 
lenge of helping Somalia to survive its difficult situation. 
And we acted accordingly. Our country is growing grad- 
ually, though persistently, into its new international 
responsibility. We will send some 1,690 Bundeswehr 
soldiers to Somalia, thus assuming a task for which we 
have been urgently asked by the UN secretary general. 
We will lend logistical support to the units stationed in 
Somalia, and which have been provided by 30 countries. 
German units will not use military force themselves 
However, it is evident to me that they must be given the 
right to self-defense. Our soldiers must be able to protect 
themselves if they are attacked. 


Even if our units are to operate in a safe area, it is clear 
to everybody that the mission will not be a piece of cake. 
Therefore, | decided that conscripts doing their basic 
military service and reservists will only participate on a 
voluntary basis. Thus, I am all the more happy that an 
impressive number of conscripts from the uniis under 
consideration signed up voluntarily, actually many more 
than we need. I am convinced that in Somalia our 
soldiers—like their colleagues in Cambodia, the former 
Yugoslavia, and Iraq—will show that they have been 
well trained and that they are highly motivated. They 
will fulfill their assignment and thus make a considerable 
contribution so that the United Nations can achieve its 
objectives. This humanitarian mission under military 
protection is cons tent with the new tasks the 
Bundeswehr has to fulfill today and in the future within 
the framework of its assignment. 
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I would like to contradict those who continue to speak of 
the growing impatience with Germany as :f nothing had 
changed. It is not true. On the contrary, the achieve- 
ments of the process of unification and of the new course 
that has to be sought in a difficult stage, also in German 
history, have been recognized. There 1s growing support 
for the steps Germany has taken over the past 12 
months; and I think that we can be proud of 11. 


German soldiers will operate with modesty, but also with 
self-assurance. Germany 1s no second-class ally. There is 
no reason to appear in sackcioth and ashes on ithe 
international stage. At the same time, the German public 
must realize that we must not stop at whai we have 
achieved so far. Basically. just like every other UN 
member, we must be able to meet ali the challenges 
After the end of the Cold War and unification, Germany 
can no longer a‘Tord to play a special role. Interpreting 
this as the militanzation of foreign policy 1s indeed a 
grotesque error. Quite the contrary 1s the case. In the 
Past, security policy was almost entirely in the enp of 
mulitary strategy. Today. our armed forces are becoming 
a normal instrument of politics. This policy 1s based on 
international Cooperation. can meet crises with preven- 
tive Measures, has to avert risks, and wants to prevent or 
end conflicts. Combat missions will always remain the 
ultima ratio, which has to be avoided if possible. Besides, 
we do not want to act al! of a sudden like the US. 
French, or English. who have been involved in such 
mussions for decades. In the long term and on a perma- 
nent basis, there may also be differences that are well- 
founded. We will not provide troops for every single UN 
mission. Therefore. there is nothing more siupid than 
the argument | heard a short time ago: “Today Somalia, 
tomorrow the world.” 


Those who on principle say yes and on principle are 
ready to assume responsibility are able to say no in 
individual cases that are not consistent with our inter- 
ests. Our security interests. our political values, the 
reflection on our history, but also our limited resources 
are the cnitena for active partucipation. The ability to 
enter into an alliance 1s part of our nation’s philosophy, 
but only those are able to enter into an alhance who 
make contributions of their own, who are able to take 
action, and who are predictable 


I am also strongly pleading for opening the process of 
European integration toward the Fast—in economic, 
ecological, and also defense and political terms. There 
must not be any interim-Europe [7 wischen-Europa] 
What we have to do is to make the successful develop- 
ments in Central Europe, particularly in Poland, Hun- 
gary, and in the Czech and Slovak Republics irreversible 
In doing so, we must develop a plan for the entire regron 
that 1s consistent with the possibilities of Europe and the 
North Atlantic alliance and takes the security needs of 
the nations in question into cossideration. It must be our 
objective to fill the vacuum in terms of security policy 
east of Germany and to increase stability in the entire 
region. This is also in the interests of Russia and the 
other CIS states, which we must also integrate into the 
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European processes through a network of comprehensive 
cooperation. As far as I am concerned, the opening up of 
the Western European Union [WEU] and NATO is no 
longer a question of principle. 


Implementing the no-fly zone over the former Yugo- 
slavia is one of NATO’s measures that have not received 
the necessary attention, and it is of historic importance 
for the future development of the alliance—much more 
important from a political than a military point of view. 
The military presence of the United States in Europe is 
essential for it. It is not only the most visible element of 
strategic links between the United States and Europe, it 
also remains essential for the stability of the entire 
continent. The very fact that U.S. armed forces are 
stationed here is more significant than their actual size. 


As far as 1993 and 1994 are concerned, we are focussing 
on the following two issues: 


1. On reducing our armed forces to 370,000 troops and 
the conclusion to a very high degree of the resulting 
restructuring process. Some behave as if we had already 
reduced the armed forces to 370,000, while we are 
currently at 420,000 and in the middle of a difficult 
process. This process must be quietly concluded by |! 
January 1995. 


2. On appropriating sufficient funds for the Bundeswehr, 
with which it can fulfill its assignments even at the end of 
the decade. In the course of the reduction process, I have 
felt how cold our Bundeswehr would become if we only 
applied economic principles and planned everything by 
computer. Therefore, I think it is completely wrong to 
indulge in constant speculation of new figures and struc- 
tures. What we must now do is to restore peace among 
the troops, which have been exposed to a lot of stress as 
a result of the restructuring process. 


The crucial thing now is to finance the restructuring of 
the Bundeswehr from a defensive army that focussed on 
Central Europe to a mobile, ready, and efficient instru- 
ment of political crisis management. The range of tasks 
of the armed forces will become more differentiated and 
wider, and not narrower. The officials responsible must 
be aware that this new form of security precaution 
cannot be had for free. Besides, I have to point out that 
some 5 billion German marks of the budget, that is to say 
more than 10 percent, will be directly or indirectly spent 
on eastern Germany. Nobody is making more successful 
contributions to German unity than the Bundeswehr. 


General Hansen was present when I made my first visit 
to the troops in Beelitz. In the canteen I asked over a dish 
of pea soup: What is the atmosphere like here between 
Ossis [eastern Germans] and Wessis [western Germans]? 
And one young soldier told me: You know, Minister, 
when we are together in the Leo II [tank], | do not know 
who is an Ossi or a Wessi, because there is not enough 
room to argue. 


There are enough people who say: We do not want to 
hear anything about world politics for the next five years 
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because the challenges of the process of unification are 
great enough. I have to reject that because we simply 
cannot afford to take such a position. Yet, when | see 
what we have achieved from Phnom Penh to Sarajevo 
and Bosnia—despite concrete Serbian threats to down 
our planes—with the great solidarity of the United 
States, and in Iraq and Somalia, the Adriatic and in the 
AWACS, and all that in the most difficult stage of the 
process of German unification, | must say: It is certainly 
not a matter of course that at such a difficult time one 
tackles concrete new tasks as we have done. It must be 
emphasized that we have been very careful to assume our 
new international duties only in a form that is supported 
by a majority of the population. This applies to all 
missions, including in Somalia. 


Therefore, I am asking the Social Democrats to give a 
signal to the soldiers again and again. They should say: 
We have argued, and we have to continue our political 
conflict, but the German Bundestag has now made a 
decision on Somalia, and the individual soldier who goes 
there should feel that the majority of the population 
stands behind him, as it actually does. 


We have io become even more aware that an old era 1s 
over, that Ewrope has experienced a revolution. We all 
must meet this challenge. If we are not ready to assume 
our share in the responsibility for the protection of 
freedom against genocide, against the violation of 
human rights, then we will isolate ourselves in the 
community of nations and will vecome incapable of 
participating in the political shaping of Europe in a 
world that has completely changed. 


We are asking the Bundeswehr soldiers to give their lives 
for it if necessary. The risk to the individual soldier 1s 
now greater than in the era of deterrence in Europe. 


Here lies an important task for the leadership, for 
training schemes and education in the armed forces. Yet, 
it is also a task we can entrust our soldiers with only if 
they can rely on wide support. 


The population and the parties, whether in the govern- 
ment or in Opposition, must stand behind the 
Bundeswehr in a way that is obvious to the soldiers— 
particularly in a situation like the current one. What our 
soldiers need now more than ever is confidence: confi- 
dence in the legitimacy of their mission, confidence in 
their training, which enables them to cope with any 
situation; confidence in their equipment, confidence in 
the model of their leaders; and also confidence in the 
wide support of the German people. Our Bundeswehr 
has the right to such confidence. 


We have had a difficult year since we met at this Forum 
in 1992. Nevertheless, at the end of this WELT AM 
SONNTAG year we can say that we have met some 
challenges better then we expected a year ago. 
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Bundeswehr Inspector General Views New 
Mandate 

AU2505 103493 Hamburg WELT AM SONNTAG in 
German 23 May 93 p 29 


[Speech entitled “Dimensions of the Bundeswehr's New 
Mandate” held by Bundeswehr Inspector General Klaus 
Naumann at the WELT AM SONNTAG “Bundeswehr and 
Society” Forum in Berlin on 17-18 May: “We Will Also 
Have To Put Up With Losses During UN Missions”) 


[Text] The starting point of my considerations is the 
political guideline for the new mandate of the 
Bundeswehr, which was resolved by the Federal Cabinet 
on 19 February 1992 and became the basis for planning 
when the defense policy guidelines were issued on 26 
November 1992. 


This mandate is: 


1. “The Bundeswehr protects Germany and its citizens 
from political blackmail and external danger.” 


Together with the defense mandate, this is the core of the 
Bundeswehr’s mandate and it emphasizes the political 
objective of our country as such: Conflict prevention. 
Only if one succeeds in preventing conflicts can political 
blackmail and external danger be eliminated. Of course, 
the Bundeswehr cannot fulfill this mandate alone, but it 
can serve as a means for politics to achieve this objective 
in actions, not in reactions. 


2. “The Bundeswehr promotes military stability and 
European integration.” 


Thus, the Bundeswehr has three targets: 


—It has to contribute to military stability by strength- 
ening the Atlantic Alliance, NATO. 


—However, it also has to contribute to military stability 
by military cooperation with the states with which 
Germany is not in an alliance, but maintains friendly 
relations, for example, Poland, the Czech Republic, or 
Hungary, or is striving for friendly relations, for 
example, Russia and Ukraine. 


—Finally, the Bundeswehr has to make a contribution to 
European integration. According to this target, we 
started developing multinational army corps, among 
which the Eurocorps certainly plays a prominent role. 
For it unites units that are part of NATO’s military 
integration and such that do not participate in it. 


3. “The Bundeswehr defends Germany and its allies.” 


This is the core of our mandate, this is the reason for 
universal military service, and this is also the reason why 
we continue to need new recruits and thus reservists. 
And yet this element of the mandate clearly goes beyond 
the previous defense mandate because what was not 
possible in the time of East-West confrontation becomes 
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the target here: The employment of parts of the 
Bundeswehr for the defense of the whole of the alliance 
area. 


4. “The Bundeswehr serves world peace and interna- 
tional security in accordance with the UN Charter.” 
This part of the mandate requires the Bundeswehr to be 
able to participate in humanitarian, peacekeeping, but 
also peacemaking UN actions according to the respective 
For us soldiers, in addition to the establishment of many 
prerequisites of a more technical nature, this task means, 
above all, a change in our way of life, a change that has 
a profound effect on our families, and a change making 
us sense the danger that we vow to overcome when we 
promise brave defense. We have to accommodate our- 
selves to the employment of parts of the Bundeswehr and 
we are on the point of doing so. 


However, the change in our society will be more pro- 
found because we will also have to put up with losses in 
these missions. Despite all precaution, this reality is a 
sad certainty, a certainty that, by the way, would also 
exist if we “only” confined ourselves to “blue helmets.” 
Since that is so and a very broad majority thinks that 
participation in blue-helmet missions is right, I also hope 
that the first loss with which we will have to bear will not 
result in a controversy in our country, but will unite us in 
the solidarity of sorrow, sympathy, and respect. 


I do not mention this because I expect it, certainly not, and 
I earnestly hope that we will be spared it. Yet I know that 
this also belongs to the new dimension of our mandate and 
I also have to carry a heavy burden of responsibility for 
being obliged to recommend action without being in danger 
myself. By the way, that is also a dimension that none of my 
predecessors had to experience. 


5. “The Bundeswehr helps in the event of catastrophes, it 
saves people from emergencies, and supports humani- 
tarian actions.” 


A known clement of our mandate where soldiers again 
and again have excellently stood the test at home and 
abroad. 


The only thing that is new is that humanitanan missions 
also have be increasingly carried out under protection. It 
is also known that in the future it will probably also be 
part of the reality of our troubled world that access to 
humanitarian help will have to be forced first. For us 
soldiers, this mission will always be a secondary task. It 
neither justifies our existence nor do we use it to justify 
units or acquisitions. 


Thus, the conclusion from the new dimensions of the 
mandate are multinational armed forces that consist of a 
speedily available and highly mobile component that can 
be flexibly employed in the whole of the alliance area and 
which, after a short adaptation period, can also be 
employed for UN missions. The other element consists 
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of defense forces with new recruits which, after a rela- 


tively long period of preparation, are capable of defense 
on their own territory or in the alliance area. 


Regarding the Bundeswehr’s concept: I see that focal 
points have shifted, for example, in the army, from 
heavy, mechanized combat of combined arms to air 
combat troops, in a balanced mixture of light combat 
troops and heavy mechanized forces. 


In the Luftwaffe, the clear focus on fighter bomber forces 
will have to be shifted to air transportation and air 
defense. In its ground-based section, the latter will have 
to respond to the topic of antimissile defense, just as the 
flying air defense units must be able to ward off “state- 
of-the-art” aircraft with chances of success in a duel 
Situation. Air transport requires various measures for 
adaptation and modernization also the ability for air 
transport and air rescue in surroundings that are not 
necessarily friendly. 


In the navy reorientation is already in progress and this 
means the long-term renunciation of components that 
can de facto be used only in very limited areas at the 
edges of the sea. 


Moreover, a comprehensive examination of our logistics 
has been initiated whose objective it is to streamline 
courses of operations, to use existing civilian resources at 
home more intensively, but also to preserve the neces- 
sary independence for young recruits in the case of 
defense, and particularly for the transfer of parts of the 
Bundeswehr abroad. 


The new tasks also require new conceptional and struc- 
tural measures in the medical service. For example, for 
the care of crisis reaction forces with a strength of about 
50,000 soldiers about 350 medical specialists and 300 
assistants, that is 650 medical officers, are needed alone. 


The yardstick for training is the requirements that result 
from the operational mandate of the respective unit and 
the function of the individual soldier. The change there 
is not sO great as is often supposed because all experi- 
enced UN nations tell us that such combat training is the 
best basis for employment in peacekeeping missions. 


The changeover to new tasks is primarily a mental 
challenge. The Bundeswehr soldiers have to assume a 
new conception of themselves. 


The training of the main defense forces, whose main task 
and most important basis continues to be the defense of the 
country and of the alliance, also has to be reorganized. 


We have to train them in such a way that, after the 
additional training of our reservists, we achieve full 
operational readiness at the level of units and formations 
at the beginning of mobilization during the preparation 
period. 

Thus, our previous concept has been changed: Only in 
the case of an operation do we need operational units 
and formations. What has been said also applies in 
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principle to the crisis reaction forces, but they must be 
ready for an operation after a short, a very short prepa- 
ration period. 

The operational missions for these forces require a 
tough, demanding training keyed to the reality of the 
operation. 


Another new dimension is UN missions. So far, the 
Bundeswehr has already provided humanitarian help 
and help in emergencies and catastrophes to an extent 
that goes far beyond the alliance. In addition, there is the 
task of participation in international crisis management. 


What has been said before has repercussions on the 
personnel because utmost priority is given to the 
securing of the operational readiness of the Bundeswehr 
personnel. For this purpose, above all, a stock of active 
soldiers and reservists that meets the qualitative and 
quantitative demands has to be maintained, their 
training has to be ensured, the attractiveness of the 
service has to be preserved, ard the personal well-being 
of the soldiers and their fam *~s has to be adequately 
ensured. 


It is a permanent executive task to ensure this. The 
retrogressive demographic development, reduced accep- 
tance of defense policy measures within society against 
the background of a decreasing awareness of threat, and 
financial means that will also continue to be very limited 
in the future restrict the opportunities for ensuring the 
stock of personnel. 


However, the description would be incomplete if we did 
not finally also talk about the performance and accep- 
tance of the new task in our society, which is actually a 
basic prerequisite. 


Our politicians and all of us must succeed in explaining 
that the state, which is responsible for the preservation of 
our values and our liberal way of life, can only fulfill this 
task to the extent to which all citizens are basically 
prepared to make their contribution in one or another 
form or at least to respect those who are prepared to do 
the society a service and also to take personal risks. 


We, the soldiers, need political consensus and support in 
society if we risk life and limb for our country, and our 
government needs freedom of action to be able, as an 
alliance partner, to use also military means to achieve 
the political objective of conflict prevention or termina- 
tion in an emergency. 


Disagreement With French Over GATT Reported 


AU2505 152293 Paris AFP in English 1502 GMT 
25 May 93 


[Text] Bonn, May 25 (AFP)}—Germany does not share 
the new French Government's view of GATT trade 
negotiations, French European Affairs Minister Alain 
Lamassoure said here on Tuesday [25 May]. The two 
countries had “a difference of appreciation”, he said 
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after a meeting with German Foreign Affairs Secretary of 
State Ursula Seiler-Albring and the secretary of state at 
the Chancellery, Bernd Schmidtbauer. “Our German 
partners have quite understood that we had a political 
problem regarding agriculture and that it is the field on 
which we will not give way,” Lamassoure said. Germany 
understood that France wanted to “defend employment 
everywhere in Europe, and not just French national 
interests”, he said. Lamassoure said that France could 
accept only an agreement at the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT) which was “global, balanced 
and lasting” and resulted in “true commercial peace with 
the United States”. France “cannot accept that one of 
the important partners of the GATT, for example the 
United States, negotiates a peace treaty while continuing 
commerical guerrilla tactics, challenging Airbus here, 
steel there, or markets for public procurement”, he said. 
“We would like the Americans to get rid of their legisla- 
tion which amounts to a kind of trade negotiating 
arsenal. If they don’t do so, we believe the European 
Community needs a comparable arsenal.” 


The remarks by Lamassoure repeated some of the points 
made by the new French centre-right government this 
month in a policy memorandum on the so-called Urv- 
guay round of negotiations to liberalise world trade 
under the GATT. In this document France called for a 
trade “armistice” with the United States, said that 
agriculture was but one of many vital sectors covered by 
the negotiations, and also stated that a preliminary 
oilseed agreement between the European Community 
and United States was unacceptable as it stood. 


Kinkel Views Tasks of New CSCE Chief 


AU2505 124193 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 25 May 93 p 6 


[“ub.”-initialed report: ““Kinkel Hoping for ‘Push 


Ahead“ꝰ] 


[Text] Bonn—Foreign Minister Kiaus Kinkel is 
expecting a “considerable push ahead” from the 
appointment of German diplomat Wilhelm Hoeynck as 
first secretary general of the CSCE. In a news conference 
on the occasion of the inauguration of Hoeynck in Bonn 
on Monday [24 May], Kinkel said that, since the 1990 
Charter of Paris, the problem is no longer to find a state 
of peaceful coexistence for a divided continent. With its 
53 member states, the new CSCE must now be extended 
and rebuilt into an efficient instrument for conflict 
prevention in the undivided Europe. Hoeynck’s nomi- 
nation is proof of Germany's commitment for the 
dynamic further development of the CSCE. 


Hoeynck, who has so far been Bonn's representative in 
the committee of CSCE senior officials, was nominated 
as secretary general by the Swedish presidency, after no 
member state rejected this proposal. Hoeynck will start 
the newly created job, which has a term of three years, on 
15 June in Vienna. The major struggle for disarmament 
is long over at CSCE conferences, the German diplomat 
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said. The new task will be to fence in military power 
toward the inside and toward the outside. Hoeynck 
emphasized that he wants to prevent the development of 
a large bureaucratic apparatus in the wake of the secre- 
tary general. His tasks can be mastered by a relatively 
small organization. 

The principle of consensus of the CSCE is not only a 
weakness but also a strength, Hoeynck said. Decisions 
that are su,’ »rted by all members, are more effective. In 
the future «: ~7ll stick to the rule of consensus when- 
ever principle. will be put up for discussion. However, 
the implementation of decisions should take place in 
smaller bodies. This is the direction CSCE developments 
are taking, the new secretary general said. 


Kinkel stated that cooperative security can today be 
achieved only through closest cooperation between var- 

ious Organizations. The task of the CSCE will be to 
defuse conflicts at an early stage, and to preserve peace if 
necessary also by other means. Hoeynck will have to take 
care of this close cooperation between the United 
Nations, the Western European Union [WEU], NATO, 
and the CSCE, Kinkel concluded. 


Kinkel, Morocco’s Filali Discuss Sahara 


LD2505174793 Hamburg DPA in German 1559 GMT 
25 May 93 


[Text] Bonn (DPA)}—During political consultations with 
his Moroccan counterpart Abdellatif Filali in Bonn on 
Tuesday [25 May], Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel urged 
democratic cooperation between the parties to the con- 
flict in Western Sahara. Kinkel referred to German 
participation in the contingent of UN observers. Filali 
stressed that Morocco will recognize the result of the 
solution to the conflict, the German Foreign Ministry 
revealed. The ministers discussed expansion of trade 
relations between Germany and Morocco. 


Iran Ready To Release Imprisoned Spy 


AU2405 132993 Hamburg DER SPIEGEL in German 
24 May 93 p 17 


[Unattributed report: “Hope For Pardon} 


[Text] Helmut Szimkus, a 58-year-old mechanical engi- 
neer, who was sentenced to death in Tehran in January 
1992 because of espionage for Iraq, can hope for a 
pardon. Iranian ministers have promised the Federal 
Government that the death sentence will not even be 
executed if the sentence is confirmed by the Supreme 
Court in a procedure for revision that is still pending. 
Szimkus will then be released from prison earlier, 
Tehran has left Bonn in the dark on the date of his 
release. The German authorities no longer doubt that the 
engineer, who made a confession, is guilty. Officials in 
Tehran had submitted credible evidence to members of 
the Federal Intelligence Service (BND). 
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10,000 Demonstrators Block Roads to Bundestag 


LD2605110593 Hamburg DPA in German 1015 GMT 
26 May 93 


[Text] Bonn (DPA)}—The more than 10,000 demonstra- 
tors against the planned amendment to the asy!um law 
have caused traffic chaos in the Bonn government 
quarter. The participants, who include numerwws anar- 
chists, were blocking all the approach roads to the 
goverment quarter, according to the police. Deputies had 
to be taken by boat and helicopter to the Bundestag. 


Hundreds of secretaries, journalists, and other people 
who work in the government quarter waited in vain at 
the barricades erected by the demonstrators to be 
allowed through. There were several violent clashes on 
the sidelines of the demonstrations. 


Bundestag deputies had bags of paint thrown at then. A 
few scuffles were reported. 


At a rally at the restricted zone, the executive spokesman 
of Alliance 90/Greens, Ludger Volmer, criticized the 
“total submission of the SPD [Social Democratic Party] 
to CDU [Christian Democratic Union] politics.” What 
is taking place in the Bundestag is the “ugly side of 
Germany.” 

At a religious service in the restricted zone with 800 
participants, the Social Democrats’ position was also 
criticized. There were complaints of a “striking lack of 
courage in the churches” and the loss of social sensitivity 
and political far-sightedness. 


Schaeuble Addresses Bundestag on Asylum Law 
AU2605 102093 Mainz ZDF Television Network in 
German 0722 GMT 26 May 93 


[Statement by CDU/CSU Bundestag Group Chairman 
Wolfgang Schaeuble at the Bundestag in Bonn—live] 


[Text] Madam President, ladies and gentlemen; the brief 
introduction of this discussion has shown that our 
debate today and the decision we have to make today 
have a very unusual history and are accompanied by 
circumstances that are unusual and will, hopefully, 
remain a one-time event. 


For more than one and a half decades we—those respon- 
sible in the Federal Government and in the laender— 
have struggled for a justifiable control of immigration. 
After long, painful deliberations, discussions, arguments, 
and attempts to find a common path, today we have 
reached the point that we are able to hold a final debate 
and reach a decision. At the same time, a large number of 
policemen—and I do hope that it is really a one-time 
event that we need such a large number of policemen— 
must ensure the integrity of our parliamentary discus- 
sions and decisions. Who does not find that depressing? 


Therefore, my first remarks are an expression of grati- 
tude to the policemen, the security forces [applause], 
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who must undertake difficult service today, who are 
provoked and are not permitted to let themselves be 
provoked, aad who protect not only us but also the 
liberal rule-of-law state and serve it. 


My second remark is an admonition for circumspection 
and responsibility, an admonition to everyone here in 
this hall and outside our parliament. At the beginning of 
this debate I would like to quote the statements of our 
president, who said at the beginning of this week, and I 
quote: This week the German Bundestag will discuss the 
asylum law. We all may assume that this is done in the 
profound awareness of the painful experiences our own 
history has taught us concerning the elementary signifi- 
cance of the mght to asylum. The serious discussions 
about this topic over the past few months are a sign of 
that. Now the decisions must be made in that place 
provided for by our Constitution, in the Bundestag and 
in the Bundesrat. I urge all citizens to watch the discus- 
sions and decisions of these legislative organs with 
attention and circumspection. Any attempt to put pres- 
sure on the Bundestag or the Bundesrat from outside by 
illegal means or to use violence would only be an attack 
on our Constitution. It would not help any asylum-seeker 
and, in the end, would only harm the foreigners and 
those who depend on the respect and protection of their 
human dignity among us, unquote. 


I think we all should heed this admonition by our head of 
State. [applause] 


Dear colleagues, the circumspection we are obliged to 
exercise includes responsible treatment of the truth, 
particularly during the debate today. Anyone here in this 
chamber or outside who says the object of the debate is 
the abolition of the mght of asylum is not telling the 
truth. [applause] 


And since the discussion has been going on for such a 
long time, one must assume that, when the truth is not 
told, it is deliberate. 


Dear colleagues, the decision that we have to make is 
important for the internal peace in our country, for the 
peaceful, good coexistence of German and foreign fel- 
low-citizens, and it is impo-tant for our ability to grant 
protection, refuge, and acceptance to persecuted people 
also in the future. 


In the FRG there are 6.5 million foreigners, and most of 
them live among us in a peaceful and fnendly way—and 
this must remain so or must even improve. After today's 
decision there will not be any isolation of the FRG 
against foreigners and foreign fellow- citizens and 
against those who want and will come to us. 


Over the next few years—quite regardless of what we decide 
today—200,000 to 250,000 foreign citizens alone will come 
to our country in the course of family reunification on the 
basis of existing regulations in our aliens’ law. 
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In the past few years we have accommodated more than 
300,000 refugees from the civil war area in the former 
Yugoslavia, more than any other European country. We 
have agreed—in the awareness of our obligations toward 
those of our fellow citizens who had to suffer more than 
most of us im this century under a dictatorship and 
war—to accommodate those resettlers who want to come 
here in numbers comparable to the past few years, 
namely 200,000-230,000 a year. [applause] 


Those who, against this background, say that we were 
trying to seal the FRG's borders, speak against their 
better knowledge, they do not say the truth, but bear false 
witness. [applause] 


Against this background we cannot ignore the fact that 
last year, referring to the mght to asylum, an additional 
440.000 people came to Germany, most of whom are 
actually not subject to political persecution. Against the 
background of these figures we have to acknowledge 
that, each month in 1993, referring to the right to 
asylum, 50,000 have sought asylum in Germany despite 
the fact that the overwhelming majority of them are not 
politically persecuted, and they are permitted to stay 
here for too long. 


From our | 5-year struggle with this problem we know 
that, without an amendment of our Basic Law, we will 
not be able to sufficiently control the inflow of for- 
eigners. In this one and one-half decades we have tried 
everything [unintelligible words of protest] that has been 
possible without amending the Basic Law. [applause] 


My dear colleagues from the Social Democratic Party 
[SPD] Bundestag Group, unfortunately, your party 
friends bear responsibility in most of the laender at the 
moment. You had better speak with them. 


We have changed the laws on asylum procedures a dozen 
times, speeded up procedures, introduced employment 
bans and abolished them again. At the end of the day it 
was all for nothing. 


Dear colleagues, since the Iron Curtain disappeared and 
no longer divides Europe and Germany, all those mea- 
sures are not sufficient. [unintelligible interject, on] 


No, but in one and one-half decades. I could read out to 
you resolutions by the former Federal Government, but 
you know them anyway. 


We, the Christian Democratic Union [CDU)//Chnstian 
Social Union [CSU] and the Free Democratic Party of 
Germany [FDP], the coalition, have always said that-— 
even before the disappearance of the Iron Curtain, long 
before we even dared hope that such fortunate events 
would occur in Germany and Europe in 1989—after the 
abolition of the internal borders in Europe we will 
urgently need a harmonization of the asylum law in 
Europe, which cannot be achieved without amending 
our Basic Law, either. We knew and said that as early as 
in the mid-eighties. 
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Open borders without any checks in Europe make 
common asylum and immigration policy in the EC 
essential. We cannot change the fact that, up until now 
two thirds of all asylum-seekers who come to Europe, 
com.z to the FRG. The reason for this, at least the 
technical one, is quite simply because—and this is the 
core of this discussion and the decision—Article 16 of 
our Basic Law offers—in the version that is still valid— 
more far-reaching protection for those who are politi- 
cally persecuted than the Geneva Convention for Refu- 
gees, of which we are a member, as are all civilized 
nations on this earth. If one country, and only one 
country, the FRG—there is not another constitution on 
this earth that offers constitutional protection beyond 
that offered in the Geneva Convention—if one country 
does, then it later comes as no surprise when two-thirds 
of the asylum-seekers in Europe come to Germany. That 
is the reason that we cannot achieve this without an 
amendment to the Basic Law. Anyone who wishes to 
remove the FRG's unique status has to adapt our basic 
legal protection for the politically persecuted to the level 
of protection offered within the international commu- 
nity of states, as laid down in the Geneva Convention. 


And nothing else is the subject of today’s debate and 
decision. [applause] 


Anyone who calls this an abolition of protection for 
persecuted people is claiming that the rest of the world’s 
civilized states do not protect politically persecuted 
people. At the end of this century we Germans do not 
have any reason to do such a thing. I think that in asylum 
policy, too, the world should not be healed by Germany's 
ideas, but perhaps we should listen a bit more to what 
other: consider correct, necessary, appropriate, and jus- 
tifiable as regards the protection of persecuted peopie. 
japplause] 


This is the only way in which we can combat abuse, of 
which there is too much. This is the only way, dear 
colleagues, in which we can deprive the communal organi- 
zations, which are called smuggling gangs and which 
trade in human beings, of their business foundations— 
by adapting the special constiiutional situation in Ger- 
many to European and worldwide standards. [applause] 


I said before and I repeat now: All this does not mean 
that we are isolating the FRG against anyone, and the 
unifying Europe is not isolating itself, either. With the 
decision that we have to make today we are not shifting 
our problems to our neighbors in Europe. This is not 
true, either. In the future, too—after Article 16 of our 
Basic Law has been amended or supplemented—enough 
persecuted people and those who are not persecuted will 
still come to the FRG. 


With our regulations, with which we are adjusting the 
level of protection granted by all other civilized and, in 
particular, European states, all we want to achieve is a 
fair distribution of burdens, which, however, we can 
achieve only if we do not grant more protection than all 
others. If proof of that were still needed, the agreement 
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between the FRG and Poland would have been the 
ultimate proof that we do not want to leave our neigh- 
bors in East alone with these problems. 


in this agree nent we ,uarantee not only help to our 
Polish neighbors in coming to terms with the problems 
but we also expressly guarantee ‘hat if tomorrow Poland 
iS OVertaxed by too many asylum-seeckers—as Germany 
is today—we will continue to accept some of these 
refugees or asylum-seekers in Germany, because we do 
not want to leave Poland alone with its probiems. 
However, we Germans must not leave ourselves alone 
with the problems in the center of Europe, either. 
[applause] 


A fair distribution of burdens in Europe 1s a necessary 
precondition for achieving common European standards 
and cooperation in combating the causes of these migra- 
tion movements and this flight. For a long time you did 
not believe me, but if today you talk to foreigners or 
police officials in the southern Oberrhein plain, you 
know that they are primarily busy because hundreds of 
so- called asylum-seekers from Algeria come across the 
French-German border to Germany week after week and 
cannot be returned, even though France could, of course, 
take them back, because our Basic Law prevents us from 
doing that. This is definitely an abuse of the European 
situation, and one that we must change. [applause] 


If we want to combat the causes better, we can do that 
only all together in Europe. No one has any illusions 
that, in view of the dramatic differences between east 
and west in Europe and south and north on this planet, 
the global struggles for distribution are becoming more 
dramatic and that the danger of these migratron move- 
ments constitute a msk to the domestic and foreign 
policy stability of Europe's liberal democracies. We 
should concentrate our efforts on that more than in the 
past. 


Simply im order to better struggle against need and 
poverty in other countnes we also need, in addition to 
European cooperation, to preserve Germany's ability to 
act. This means that we must preserve the internal 
stability of our liberal rule-of-law state. Our responsi- 
bility commands us not just to ask for noble motives and 
lofty goals but to think of the consequences of our 
actions and omissions. Therefore, we must act with 
anticipation and counter visible dangers in time. Dear 
colleagues, it 1s a question whether we are still in tame, it 
is much rather too late than too early. [applause] 


The joint statement by the German Bishops’ Conference 
and the Council of Evangelical Churches on the accep- 
tance of refugees and the right to asylum of 26 November 
1992 says, and I quote: Uncertainty is increasing and this 
is the nurturing soil for aggression and protest and for 
often making foreigners scapegoats, unquote. 


If this is true, we must struggle against this nurturing soil 
by count ‘acting this uncertainty. If we want to keep 
freedom stable, we owe our citizens a system that ensures 
the peaceful coexistence of the people. Only if we give 
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our citizens the feeling and preserve it that this liberal 
rule-of-law state is able to guarantee such a sysiem of 
coexistence, do we establish the necessary, indispensable 
foundations of tolerance and easy coexistence of Ger- 
mans and foreig.iers in this country. Only if we are able 
to better control and limit immigration into Germany 
than in the past, do we ensure the peaceful and fnendly 
coexistence of German and foreign fellow-citizens for 
the future. . 


In his government statement of 18 January 1973—that 
was such a long time ago, more than 20 years'—former 
Chancellor Willy Brandt spoke of the fact that 1 has 
become necessary for us to think very carefully about 
where our society's capacity for absorbing people is 
exhausted and where social reason and responsibility tell 
us to stop. At a meeting of the SPD Presidium on 15 
February 1992 your former Group Chairman Herbert 
Wehner said that if we continue to, | quote, refuse 
control of the asylum problem, we will be dnven out one 
day by the voters, also by our own, then we will be made 
the scapegoats. | tell you, in the end we are co- 
responsible if fascist organizations become active It 1s 
not enough to warn against xenophobia. We must 
combat the reasons because otherwise the people do not 
believe that we have the intention, the will, and the 
power to solve the problem. unquote. Perhaps you 
should have listened to the former chairmen of your 
party and Bundestag Group earlier [applause] 


However, dear colleagues, | think that today is not the 
day to be vindictive. [unintelligible interyections] 


Well, if in such a difficult debate, in which you also have 
problems among yourselves, you permit yourself to be 
reminded of the words of the former chairmen of your 
party and Bundestag group, it may be a heipful contn- 
bution to your own decisionmaking, as | hope. 
[applause] 


And if you were in the situation of the members of the 
CDU/CSU Bundestag Group, including myself—that for 
more than one and a half decades we have insisted, 
asked, admonished, urged, and struggled and, up to now, 
again and again failed because of your resistance-—you 
will understand how much self-discipline and restraint 
we need 'oday. [applause] 


If you consider the terrible things that are currently going 
on outside this house, and if you think about t’ ¢ damage 
that has been done to the peaceful coexistence of 
German and foreign fellow-citizens in recent years 
because one failed for a long time to heed our warnings 
and demands, | think we should quickly concentrate on 
the problem. [unintelligible interyection) No, | would like 
to invite you to conduct the debate on the decision with 
the necessary seriousness and with the necessary ‘espon- 
sibility. [applause] 


But | would also like to ask you—and 1 particular also 
those who intend to veto what we are about to agree 
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upon today—to show as much respect for the opinion of 
those with whom you differ as we have always shown to 
you. 


We held intensive talks between the responsible people 
in the Bundestag Groups, and our colleagues held inten- 
sive discusstons in the committees in the past weeks and 
months, for which I would like to thank all colleagues in 
zJ1 groups. [applause] 


I repeat—we should conduct this debate with due respect 
for the arguments of those who disagree. However, this 
also holds true for those who have long been convinced 
that without an amendment to the Basic Law, inner 
peace in this country cannot be preserved. 


Dear colleagues, by conducting this debate in mutual 
respect and in the awareness of our responsibility, we 
will serve inner peace, peaceful coexistence of German 
and foreign fellow-citizens, and our free and democratic 
state ruled by law. That is my wish to you. Let us do our 


duty. {applause} 


Hans-Utrich Klose Statement 


AU 2605094193 Mainz ZDF Television Network in 
German 0746 GMT 26 May 93 


{Statement by SPD Bundestag Group Chairman Hans- 
Ulnch Kiose at the Bundestag session in Bonn—live] 


[Text] Madam President, ladies and gentlemen, the topic 
will keep us busy also over the next few years, because 
the reason for the continuing refugee movements from 
east to west and from south to north will not disappear 
from one day to the next. It will be a long time before 
stable structures—structures of a rule-of-law state and 
democratic ones—are formed in the successor states of 
the former Soviet Union, and it will certainly not be 
possible to close the enormous gap in prosperity within a 
few years. The world is divided into rich and poor. 
Europe remains divided by a border of prosperity. That 
border is located at the eastern border of the FRG. 


Ladies and gentlemen, we are ill suited to play the role of 
border country in a Europe which continues virtually to 
be divided. Because we Germans, who live in the center 
of Europe, are oursefves currently going through a period 
of instability. We are once again one country and one 
nation, but this nation lives in different realities and in 
the meantime we have come to realize that it will take 
longer until things that belong together have grown 
together-——at least one generation, and that despite the 
massive financial transfers of 150 billion German marks 
of more a year from west to east. 


However, when even in Germany it will take that long to 
abolish the inner-German border of prosperity, how 
much longer will it take in Europe since West European 
aid for Eastern Europe and, one says this too, the aid 
from the nch north to the poor south is far less than the 
aid provided by western Germany to eastern Germany” 


GERMANY 17 


We all know ut and must say so today in particular: The 
problem of immirration will continue to keep us busy 
and it will do so massively. According to an EC poll, 
about 20 million East Europeans certainly or probably 
want to emigrate to Western Europe over the next few 
years. And we do not know how many people are sitting 
on packed surtcases in the south 


If it us and remains true that about 70 percent of all 
immugrants from Eastern Europe come to the FRG, one 
gets a sense of the real dimension of the probiem. It 
cannot be solved. it can only be controlled—but how 1s it 
to be done” 


Simply letting migration happen 1s impossible. Nobody 
wants to reerect the Wal! and the borders secured with 
barbed wire and mines. It 1s clear what we must do: We 
must help our neighbors in Eastern Europe in the recon- 
struction of democratic and market economy struc- 
tures—we, the Germans. the West Europeans, the Amer- 
wans, and the Japanese. Far more than $0 percent of all 
aid to eastern and southeastern Europe has so far come 
from Germany. | do not complain about that, but I say 
that the others must do more. [applause] And we ali must 
do more to help the south so that it can catch up with the 
development in the so-called First World. The issue is 
combating the reasons for leaving. [applause] 


What we need is not promises but actions. The deve’ »p- 
ment policy experts have repeatediy told us what §, ocif- 
ically must be done. We should listen to them. [applause] 


I would like to add that this topic of fleeing and reasons 
for fleeing naturally also has a military side. This is seen 
from the large number of refugees from war and civil war 
zones. It would be useful to talk about that, because the 
issue would then be aid and not the question of the 
importance of Germany's foreign policy, of being per- 
mitted to have a say and to participate in action, which 
1s of such great concern to the foreign minister. 


[applause] 


Aid for people—this 1s something that could always be 
discussed with the Social Democrats. We are not so 
much interested in issues of prestige, including foreign 
policy prestige. [applause] 


Aid for people—this cannot mean that we take im 
everyone who 1s in need. We cannot manage it. It would 
put too much of a strain on us in terms of capacity and 
in terms of emotions. By the way, there 1s something | 
insist on About 70 percent of our people—or even 
more—want us to change our asylum law. Saying that 
this 70 percent tends toward xenophobia 1s absolutely 
wrong. in my view. I deny that such clams are true. 
[applause] 


We Germans have lived together with many people from 
other countries and continents for many years, mostly in 
a peaceful and friendly way We speak of foreign fellow- 
citizens—and this 1s not just an empty phrase, we mean 
it. Nevertheless, many people are increasingly afraid that 
too much strain will be placed on them and that their 
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prosperity will suffer because of the massive abuse of the 
right to asylum. Who can deny that this exists? 


The people here want us stop this and the uncontrolled 
inflow of immigrants. However, the overwhelming 
majority of people also want us to ensure the right to 
asylum for those who are really persecuted for political 
reasons. lapplause 


The asylum compromise we agreed on last December 
and will implement legislatively in the second and third 
hearing today tries to achieve this. 


One must make a distinction between three parts: the 
amended Article 16—now 16a—of the Basic Law, the 
accor. Danying procedural laws; and the law on asylum- 
seekers’ benefits. 


I weald like to make some remarks on the new Article 
i£4, which is not necessarily a iece from the 
viewpoint of constitutional aesthetics. However, this was 
not the decisive issue for us. The decisive issue is that 
Paragraph | still says: Politically persecuted people enjoy 
the mght to asylum. [applause] 

Thus, the right to asylum as an individual right is 
preserved, the importance of which no one should under- 
estimate, because it means that we must ensure the 
individual right to asylum for the politically persecuted, 
either in our country or in other countries with which we 
are cooperating in the question of asylum. 


Safe countries of origin and safe third countries cannot 
be selected arbitrarily. Certain criteria must be fulfilled. 
The Constitutional Court can check whether these cri- 
teria are fulfilled. 


The EC states belong to this group. There the Geneva 
Refugee Convention and the European Human Rights 
Convention are accepted and applied. The same also 
applies to Poland, the Czech Republic, Austria, Switzer- 
land, and the Scandinavian countries. All these states are 
unanimously considered safe third states. In all of them 
the right to asylum is granted to politically persecuted 
people. There are orderly procedures and comparable 
standards. 


Therefore, ladies and gentlemen, it is appropriate that 
the principle of substitution is applied in relations with 
these states. The right to asylum is examined, approved, 
or rejected in that state of the Schengen Agreement that 
the asylurn-seeker reaches first. However, asylum- 
seekers do not have the right to asylum and, prior to that, 
the right to asylum procedures in a country of their 
choice. This is the decisive limitation compared with the 
previous regulation, and there must be this limitation 
because otherwise nothing will change, because other- 
wise the cases of all those who come to the FRG must be 
examined and decided here. This would contradict the 
system of Schengen and Dublin; it would also contradict 
the decisions of my party, which expressly accepted the 
third-state regulation at the party congress in Bonn in 
November 1992. 
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You know, ladies and gentiemen—you watched it with 
concern and malicious j not just a few Social 
Democrats have had their problems with this decision by 
the Bonn party congress. Some left the party because of 
it, in some cases after many years of being a member. It 
is not in my nature to move on to the next item of the 
agenda with a shrug despite this. [applause] 


In particular since | certainly understand the motives of 
those in favor of keeping the current regulation. 


The old Article 16 certainly was not included in our 
Basic Law incidentally. There were and are good historic 
and political-moral reasons for it. I take these reasons 
seriously, | understand them, and I respect them. Two 
years ago, | argued in a similar way as those approxi- 
mately 100 colleagues in the Social Democratic Party 
[SPD] who will not agree to the asylum compromise 
today. 


However, | also ask you to show respect for the others, 
the majority of the SPD group, who, like myself, have 
changed their position in view of the actual development 
and will today vote for an amendment to the Basic Law. 


We, too, intend to maintain the mght to asylum for 
politically persecuted persons. We are worried, however, 
that it will ultimately get lost in the masses of immi- 
grants, because it cannot be guaranteed legally or actu- 
ally, since Germany would be overstrained. [applause] 


Last year, we hac] 438,191 asylum-seekers; in Hamburg 
alone, we had 20,460. That is about the same number of 
people that were accommodated in Britain last year, 
whereupon the asylum laws there were tightened. In the 
first months of this year, 161,324 asylum- seekers 
arrived in our country, including 7,861 in Hamburg, 
which I cite only as an example for other communities. | 
know-——and we all know-—that the communities cannot 
cope any more with these large numbers. There are no 
apartments, no empty houses, no hotels or homes, the 
people are crowded on ships and in container villages, 
for which hardly any suitable places are left now. 


Ladies and gentlemen, I do not want to talk about the 
financial burdens associated with this flood of immi- 
grants. However, we must talk about the consequences 
that all this has for our own population. For instance, 
those in Hamburg who live in districts with a high 
percentage of asylum-seekers feel the implications very 
directly and very concretely—not because the people 
there were xenophobic, but because their living condi- 
tions are deteriorating in an often depressing way, 
because they feel actually and socially threatened. 
[applause] 


Ladies and gentlemen, it would not be correct to deny all 
this, and it is dangerous simply to look on passively and 
vee how things are developing. My very specific fear is 
that it will finally jeopardize the stability of our democ- 
racy, [applause] because there is a great temptation to 
misuse the problems, the apprehensions and concerns 
for political ends. I hope we know meanwhile that it does 


we will not get it, unless we change our legal situation. 
The agreement with Poiand has a pilot function; other 
bilateral and multilateral agreements must follow, in 
particular with the Czech Republic, the Slovak Republic, 
and Hungary. 


By the way, I would not only like to use this occasion to 
confirm to the Federal Government that it has con- 
ducted fair negotiations with Poland. I would also very 
expressly like to thank the Polish Government for its 
extraordinary understanding for our German problems 
and for its readiness to cooperate with us in solving those 
problems. [applause] 


Following my visits to Prague and Bratislava, | am sure 
that we can also reach t with the governments 
there, even though additional difficulties have come up 
there because of the recent partition of the country. 
However, the readiness to cooperate with us in solving 
the immigration problem does exist there, too. The 
negotiation offer to the Czech Republic is on the table. 
We think it is fair. 


Ladies and gentlemen, as you know, there is one point 
that makes it very hard for us to agree to the corollary 
laws of the asylum law. I am talking about the much- 
quoted Section 34a Paragraph 2, which prohibits admin- 
istrative courts from granting temporary legal protection 
to asylum-seekers who are to be deported to a safe third 
country. We had long discussions on it-—regrettably 
without result. 


I see very well that granting temporary legal protection 
could jeopardize the effectiveness of the entire third- 
country regulation. It must be—and, in our view, is— 
limited to very specific exceptions. Putting it mildly, it is 
extremely problematic in terms of the constitutional law 
to totally rule out this option and refer the persons 
concerned to the Federal Constitutional Court alone as 
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the first and only authority. [applause] You, ladies of 
gentiemen of the coalition, should reconsider this, 
because I think there is a great msk that the Constitu- 
tional Court will correct this soon. 


Ladies and gentlemen, | would like to draw your atten- 
tion to an unsolved problem. In the asylum compromise 
of December last year, we agreed to create a special 
status for civil war refugees. War and civil war refugees 
are not asylum-seekers. However, they are still forced 
into the asylum procedure because otherwise, the finan- 
cial burdens would have to be borne by the communities 
alone. [applause] That is precisely what we planned to 
change, but we are unable to do so as long as the problem 
of financing has not been solved. 


~~ I do not see any readiness on the part of the 

ederal Government or the land governments to reach 
es on this problem. Regarding the negotiations 
on the solidarity pact, one has—how shall | put u—- 
forgotten the problem. Now everyone believes it does 
not concern them. Ladies and gentlemen, that 1s not in 
order, because apart from the fact that we cannot simply 
let the communitres down, the asylum compromise is 
partly undermined in this way. [applause] 


The statistics on asylum-seekers are artificially inflated, 
additional procedures are created that delay the imple- 
mentation of the necessary procedures for real asylum- 
seekers, and the acceleration effect ends up in smoke. 
Ladies and gentlemen, this concerns the federal govern- 
ment and the land governments. We, the SPD Bundestag 
group, will doggedly take up the topic time and again. 
[applause] 


Ladies and gentlemen, let me make two final remarks. 
First, it has been doubted time and again whether the 
amendment to the asylum law will really achieve any- 
thing. My answer is that, yes, 11 does achieve something. 
I could not give any figures, and I would consider it 
irresponsible to do so, because the real effect of the 
amendment does not lie in the new legal possibilities, 
which should, however, not be underrated. It lies in the 
process of a Europeanization of the problem that has 
thereby been started. 


It should be noted that this is possible. We should in any 
case express our gratitude and recognition to those who 
did the difficult job in negotiations, working groups, and 
committees. I mention as one of many examples from 
my party, my colleague Gerd Wartenberg. We will not 
forget what he did in recent months. [applause] 


Steel Industry Workers Vote For Pay Settlement 


LD2505 165993 Berlin DDP in German 1632 GMT 
25 May 93 


[Text] Frankfurt/Main (DDP/ADN)}—In the ballots on 
the new phased wage agreement in the cast German steel 
industry, 77.91 percent of IG Metall trade union mem- 
bers have voted in favor of the negotiated settlement. 
This was announced dy the trade union in Frankfurt 
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today [25 May]. At least 9,000 of the more than 10,000 
trade union members entitled to vote participated in the 
ballots. 


Thuringia Engineering Wage Dispute Settled 
LD2505 164093 Berlin ADN in German 1527 GMT 
25 May 93 


[Text] Erfurt (ADN)}—The wage dispute in the Thurin- 
gian engineering industry is over. IG Metall Regional 
Secretary Achim de Hair said in response to an ADN 
query that the required 25 percent Yes vote has already 
been reached, with over half the votes counted. He 
estimated there was an 80 percent turnout among the 
22,000 metalworkers called to vote. 


IG Metall Chairman Steinkuehler To Resign 


LD2505120193 Hamburg DPA in German 1140 GMT 
25 May 93 


{Text} Frankfurt/Main (DPA}—IG Metall Chairman 
Franz Steinkuehiler is to resign, the executive announced 
in Frankfurt today [25 May}. Steinkuchler is suffering 
the consequences of his controversial shares purchase, in 
which he made a profit of approximately 160,000 marks. 


Bankers’ Reconstruction Fund Support Wanes 


93ENOS21A Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT in German 
14-15 May 93 p 3 


[Article by Dieter Fockenbock: “Only Private Institu- 


tions Stull Support the Funding Project™] 
[Text] The “Solidarity Pact billion” to the benefit of the 
new that banking president Eberhard Martini 


promised the chancellor at the beginning of the year has 
become a bone of contention between the banking associ- 
ations in recent months. In addition, the promised ! 
billion marks [DM] has now shrunk to DM400 million. 


To be sure, public and cooperative institutes see them- 
selves just as obligated as the private banking indusiry. 
Instead of an all-inclusive fund solution now being 
pursued only by the private banks, however, individual 
commitments with Trust Agency firms are preferred and 
quota provisions are strictly rejected. 

A clear statement at the Federal Association of German 
Industrial and Agricultural Credit Cooperatives (BVR): 
“A 200-million quota is out of the question for us.” The 
commentary from the German Giro Association 
(DSGV) is likewise unequivocal: the DM400 million 
foreseen for public institutes for the purpose of invest- 
ment at Trust Agency enterprises is characterized as a 
“nonsense quota.” 


The banks consider it very risky to make such a promise 
in the billions. Banking business just did not work like 
the political business under the motto: “We will make so 
many millions available.” In principle, there is no doubt 
about the necessity of a greater commitment to the 
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privatization of the 2.000 remaining Trust-Agency enter- 
prises. But the bankers do noi want to commit them- 
selves to specific investment amounts bul want to be able 
to make decisions in individual cases. 


Individual Commitments Are Not Quota Settlements 


The Cologne banking association, which had put the 
plan for a joint DM1-bdillron fund up for debate, ulti- 
mately had no choice but 10 pull back from its condition 
that all areas of the credit business had to be involved in 
this action. So what remains is the NBL [expansion 
unknown}-associated company Neue Laender GmbH 
and Co. KG with headquarters in Berlin that is now 
being established, into which the private credit industry 
is supposed to pay DM400 million. A DM200-muillion 
slice 1s due by 17 May to get the project started. “There 
is no statutory obligation to participate in the joint 
action,” states a circular letter of the banking associa- 
ticn. But the association board emphasizes the desire 
“that all member banks show solidarnty and take on the 
share that falls to them™—allocated in accordance with 
the contribution for the deposit-insurance fund. 


Despite the dispute among the associations with respect 
to the question of whether an organization (namely the 
Federal Association of German Banks) can speak for all 
branches of the credit industry and thereby make com- 
mitments to the government amounting to mullions, 
these days there seems to be some movement in regard to 
a commitment to participate. In the cooperative and 
public areas, enterprises presented by the Trust Agency 
are investigated to see if they can be reorganized and 
thus be suitable for a participation. 


As for the savings banks, the task has been turned over to 
the land banks active in eastern Germany. In the case of 
Wesideutsche Landesbank (WestLB), for example. they 
are to set up a special partnership holding company 
capitalized with DM50 billion. The offer of the WESTLB 
to other land banks to participate in it reportedly has not 
yet found any response. At the present time, it 1s said, 
several Trust Agency firms are being examined. But the 
pace of the realization depends “upon the quality of the 
offer.” Full takeovers are not the goal of the WestLB. 
Rather they are secking entrepreneurial partners to secure 
the msky commitment in the new laender on the manage- 
ment side as well. This fundamental problem of managing 
the participation in the scope of the initiative of the banks 
appears to be one of the breaking points. That is so 
especially for the planned fund. For ail bankers agree that 
financial participation alone is not enough. That just does 
not work like traditional invesiment funds, stresses a 
spokesman for WestLB. Especially since one can hardly 
expect any more pearls among the Trust Agency firms up 
for privatization. 


The list given by the Trust Agency to the banking 
associations, which 1s supposed to include 400 enter- 
prises, will at best be able to provide clues for subsequent 
commitments: “We will not let even the Trust Agency 
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tell us which euterpr:ses can be reorganized,” states the 
spokesman ‘or the cooperative banking association. 
Behind such statements is the fear that the already 
politically motivated miliions of the Solidarity Pact 
could also be frittered away in enterprises that are 
selected more in accordance with structural or regional 
political criterna rather than economic critena. 


No Specific Negotiating Results Yet Achieved 


Nevertheless, there have now been initial contacts with 
the government of Saxony on the inclusion of the so- 
called “Atlas” enterprises. Subsumed under this term at 
this time are 168 “selected Trust Agency enterprises 
registered by the land for reorganization,” of which 63 
have so far been classified by the Trust Agency head- 
quarters in Berlin as worthy of reorganization. 


According to the information, the cooperative banks, 
which transact their business in the cast under the 
leadership of the DG Bank, have 23 eastern firms from 
which to choose, including the “Sigl-Holding.” This 
holding includes about 20 mid-level enterprises of the 
most diverse branches from northern Saxony. These 
enterprises together have about 2,500 employees and 
annual sales of about DM400 million. The appeal of this 
Saechsische Industrie-Gruppe Leipzig GmbH and Co. 
KG (Sig]) is that a management partner can be pre- 
sented: Karlheinz Bund, formerly chief of Ruhrkohle 
and today managing partner of the firm Enro GmbH in 


Neither with “Atlas” nor with the Sig)-Group substan- 
tially put together by the Trust Agency branches Leipzig 
and Chemnitz are negotiating results yet in sight, how- 
ever. Time is pressing, for something specific about the 
bank commitment is supposed to be known as early as 
the beginning of June. At that time, three months after 
the first conference with Birgit Brevel and the leaders of 
the associations, the Trust Agency wants to draw an 
intermediate balance. That is a iofty goal when one 
considers that the expenenced west German venture- 
capital companies needed almost three years to put 
together a participation portfolio of some DM300 mil- 
lion in the new laender. 


Unemployment Threatens Northeast's Recovery 
93ENOS21B Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT in German 
14-15 May 93 p 6 


[Article by “beu™: “The Inadequate Infrastructure Places an 
Additional Burden on the Difficult Recovery Process”] 


[Text] No self-supporting recovery process is yet under 
way in Mecklendurg-Western Pomerania. This is the 
sober assessment in the 1992 annual report of the Land 
Central Bank (LZB) in Hamburg, which is responsible for 
the new land. 


The economy in the region strongly characterized by 
agriculture and shipbuilding is still in a state of upheaval. 
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The LZB is still concerned about the inadequate infra- 
structure, which 1s an additional burden on the land at 
this time. 


The stull-lumited competiveness of numerous enterpnsces, 
which in 1992 was further adversely affected by the 
collapse of the traditional trade relations with the CIS 
and the countnes of Eastern Lurope and hard hit by a 
cyclical downturn in the second half of the year, led to a 
drastic decline in employment in many areas ef indusiry 
and agnculture. As a result, Mecklenburg-Western 
Pomerania has the highest unemployment rate of all the 
laender with 16.8 percent. The situation 1s considered to 
be especially critical in the unemployment-office dis- 
tricts of Stralsund and Neubranderburg, where the rate 
reached 17.8 and 19.1 percent respectively. 


The situation would be even gloomier if the employment 
offices in Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania had not 
relieved the ;ob market through the use of extensive 
labor market instruments. Thus, at the end of 1992, 
there were, amung others, 40,000 individuals counted 
under job-creation measures (ABM), 61 000 participants 
in career qualification measures, and 95,000 recipients 
of age transition or preretirement moncy. The LBZ 
calculated: “Without these measures, the unemployment 
rate at the end of the year would not have been 15.7 
percent but rather 37 percent.” Overall at the end of 
1992 in Mecklenburg, there were about 207,000 persons 
linked to “labor market measures” in addition to the 
153,000 unemployed persons. 


According to an initial calculation of the LZB. the gross 
domestic product (GDP) of Mecklenburg-Western 
Pomerania increased by 7.1 percent in 1992 in real 
terms; numinally the growth was 26.6 percent in com- 
parison with the preceding year. In 1991 Mecklenburg- 
Western Pomerania had achieved a GDP of 21.3 billion 
marks [DM] (0.8 percent of the GDP for all of Germany 
or 11.4 percent of the GDP of the new laender). 


In 1992 the manufacturing industry characterized by the 
regional concentration of large shipbuilding and 
machine building enterprises was able to increase its 
total sales by 8.2 percent to DM7.5 billion. Other than 
the food and luxuries industry, the sources of growth 
were electrical engineering, the rock and carth area. 
wood processing, and especially shipbuilding. Here, to 
be sure, the prospects for the future had become funda- 
mentally brighter, writes the LZB. It must not be over- 
looked, however, that the overall situation of the 
German maritime shipyards since the summer of 1992 
has been characterized by a more or less pronounced 
weakness of orders. The employment situation in the 
manufacturing industry appears gloomy. With an annual 
average of 61,500, the number of employees here was 
42.9 percent below the level of the previous year 


With sales of DMS (3.1) billion, the LZB finds that the 
main construction industry had an “impressive annual 
result.” Here as well, however, the number of employees 
declined by 7.1 percent to 42,100. 
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Nomunally the retail trade enterprises of the land sold 8 
percent more goods in the first ten months of 1992 (more 
recent data are not availabic) than in the same period of 
the previous year and simultaneously reduced the 
number of their employees by more than one-third (38.9 
percent). The radical change in the structure of the 
enterprises has continued, the LZB finds. Thus, 


sively high rent or unfavorable sites. Another cause of 
the demise of retail trade is the further advance of store 
markets. 


The difficult economic situation is reflected in the 
budget of Schwerin. Thus, on the one hand, the budget is 
characterized by an above-average requirement for 
investments as well as by an overproportional i 

personnel and supplementary expenditures. On the other 
hand, the budget situation 1s especially burdened by the 
fact that heretofore the land has had the lowest revenue 
of its own of any of the new laender, above all in the 


some of the expenditures falling under the operating 
budget will have to be financed through credits.” 


Lafontaine Says SPD Can Win Election 


AU2505 140993 Munich FOCUS in German 24 May 93 
pp 22-25 


[Interview with Saarland Minister President Oskar 
Lafontaine by Ulrich Reitz and Olaf Opitz in Saar- 
bruecken; date not given: “Talk About Coalitions After 
the Elections™] 


[Text] [FOCUS] Mr. Lafontaine, at the moment, the 
Social Democratic Party of Germany [SPD] is not nec- 
essarily a strong outfit. Are the Social Democrats actu- 
ally able to defeat Helmut Kohl? 


[Lafontaine] Yer 
[FOCUS] Interesting. How so? 


[Lafontaine] Already, at the last elections, 
Kohl was on the loser’s path—before unification. All 
polls predicted a victory of the SPD. No one could have 
predicted the fall of the Wall. This was a stroke of luck 
for the chancellor. But unification happens only once.... 


[FOCUS] ...and in 1994 you will present the bill? 


[Lafontaine] Yes. Next year we will be in a very difficult 
economic situation, anyway. The SPD must answer the 
question: How can we give jobs to as many people as 
possible? 


[Lafontaine] There is no distance from unification, but a 
distance from the economic nonsense of the first state 
treaty (return of property before compensation/|:! 


exchange rate). 


During visits to the new laender, | hear more and more 
often: In the past we did not understand you, but today 
we understand you better. For me this is an encourage- 
ment to tell the truth in the future even if it is unpopular. 


[FOCUS] What adout your interest in the casi? 


[Lafontaine] My commitment is not graduated 

ing to the individual !aender, but according to the 
priority of the social problems. In the cast these prob- 
lems are greatest. 


[FOCUS] Your own comrades speak of your burdens: 
You lost the elections in 1990, you rejected the party 
chairmanship, various affairs.... 


[Lafontaine] Despite Kohl's wonderful constellation, the 
Christian Democratic Union [CDU], too, lost votes. In 
addition, someone who pursues a tough election cam- 
paign after a serious attack has the right to decide for 
himself whether he is able to immediately take on new 
burdens. And, regarding the so-called affairs, the deci- 
sive question is whether one has made mistakes for 
which one has to accept responsibility oneself. 


[FOCUS] Have you made mistakes? 


{Lafontaine} Yes, dut unfortunately there is also the 
attempt to damage the reputation of prominent figures 
with thin stones, which are more invention than truth. 


[FOCUS] So far you have only expressed interest in 
running for the chancellor's office. Do you actually want 
to do it or don't you” 


{Lafontaine} I told the Executive Committee: | am 
willing to take over this task if the party so wishes and if 
we Can agree on a tcam and a program. 
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First of all, the party chairman will be elected at the 

special party congress in Essen on 25 June. The question 

of who will be the candidate for the chancellor's office 

will be decided later. 

ee ee emnan iene ean eaeag — 
Oskar as candidate for the chancellor’s office!? 


{Lafontaine} First, there have been enough people calling 
that and, second, it is not important how loud these calls 
are. The important thing is that a majority in the party and, 
later, of the voters thinks: Lafontaine can solve this task. 
[FOCUS] Should the SPD members also be asked about 
the candidate for the chancellor's office? 


[Lafontaine] Yes, I hope that we will make good experi- 
ences with the vote on the party chairman. 


[FOCUS] Has the SPD discovered the plebiscitary ele- 
ments only because it did not have any outstanding 
leader available when Engholm resigned? 


[Lafontaine] This has always been in our program. 
Therefore, the step to try something like that in our party 
was not a very big one. 


[FOCUS] Scharping is for a red-yellow coalition, 
Schroeder for a red-green coalition. What do you want? 


[Lafontaine] The SPD. We will talk about coalitions 
after the elections. 


[FOCUS] The Hesse elections made it clear that the 
Republikaner are taking many votes from the SPD 
camp. 


[Lafontaine] This is true. 
[FOCUS] This does not sound very reassuring. 


{Lafontaine} Well, there is a feeling among the people 
that the distribution of the burdens of unification in this 
country is socially unfair. The SPD must abolish this 
deficit in fairness. 

[FOCUS] By doing that you want to keep the Republi- 
kaner out of the parliaments? 


[Lafontaine] Yes. 


[FOCUS] Then it would also be a goal of the SPD to get 
voters back from the Republikaner. 


[Lafontaine] Correct. Other parties should also try to du 
that. Of course, I hope that the SPD will win the most 
voters back. 


[FOCUS] Let us change the subject. Saarland once again 
has big problems with its steel industry. Does Bonn now 
have to intervene in the Saarstahl company? 


{Lafontaine} The Federal Government has to intervene 
in the entire German steel industry. Saarland is not a 
special case. Bonn must make it clear to the EC that it is 
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necessary to limit the influx of working people, goods, 
and services from the East and to draw up binding 


regulations for that. Dumping prices destroy the market. 


[FOCUS] Does German steel have any prospects at all in 
view of the coal and steel dumping by East European 
countries? 


[Lafontaine] The German steel industry is the most 
competitive in Europe. However, if it is not possible to 
limit imports from the East and to stop the European 
race for subsidies, further jobs will be lost. The Federal 
Government must prevent this in Brussels. 


[FOCUS] This will isolate Eastern Europe. 


[Lafontaine] Theory wants open markets « 

However, in practice—on the labor market, for 
instance—this does not work. We would have a great 
influx of working people, who would work for half of the 
usual wages, or for one-third. Our economic and social 
systems cannot bear that. After all, we need a healthy 
western economy to reconstruct Eastern Europe. 


[FOCUS] Maastricht is to be the precondition for that. 
But displeasure with the EC treaty is growing. 


[Lafontaine] That does not surprise me. Economies with 
different productivities cannot be forced under the roof 
of one European currency without giving rise to eco- 
nomic distortions. Meanwhile, many people have real- 
ized that. 


[FOCUS] Then the treaty must be revised? 


{Lafontaine} Actually, this has already happened—just 
by the special conditions grant to Denmark. However, 
Maastricht must be revised for ull EC members. Because 
of the coercion to quickly reduce the budget deficits for 
all, the treaty has become a recession program. No one 
can seriously want that. The reasons are clear: The treaty 
was drawn up too quickly at a time when the economic 
situation was better in every country. However, now it is 
just the opposite. 


[FOCUS] Thus, detter a hard German mark than a soft 
European currency? 


{Lafontaine} If we now abolished the stable mark and 
introduced an unstable unified currency, this would be 
fatal for our national economy and the economies of the 
European states. We must be careful. The unified cur- 
rency stands at the end and not at the beginning of the 
process, which is to make the economic and social 
developments in the various countries similar. Other- 
wise Europe will undergo the same painful experiences 
that we had with German monetary union. 


[FOCUS] Thus, European monetary union should be 
postponed until the countries’ economies have become 
more similar? 


{Lafontaine} Yes, certainly. The turbulences in the Euro- 
pean Monetary System speak a clear language. 
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[FOCUS] Next year we will have not only a hole but a 
crater in the budget in Germany. Are you willing to 
implement a blood-sweat- and-tears policy as of 1994? 


[Lafontaine] This is too dramatic for my taste. But it will 
be damn difficult. We mus; tell the truth to the voters, 
because tough decisions are necessary. 


[FOCUS] Where do you want to save money? 


[Lafontaine] First of all. the deficit in fairness must be 
abolished. 


[FOCUS] That means once again spending money first 
and saving afterwards. 


[Lafontaine] No, no. In general, this does not mean tax 
increases, but saving and a fairer distribution of burdens. 


[FOCUS] You want to fleece those who earn more 
money, that is, those who worked for the amount that 
can be distributed in the first place” 


[Lafontaine] The conservatives are dodging the realities 
in this respect. A different tax system would not lead to 
a decline in investments. Expenditures for consumption 
are still stable—despite the recession. Whoever now 
wants to get more money out of those who «arn less—as 
the Federal Government wants to do—-strangles the 
economic development even further. In addition, we 
have presented a long list for the reduction of tax 
subsidies. We have also agreed to limit the increase in 
— assistance benefits. even though this was difficult 
or us. 


[FOCUS] Can the high level of social benefits be main- 
tained in the future” 


{Lafontaine} Social benefits will always develop parallel 
to the level of general prosperity. At the moment, we 
must make efforts to maintain the quality of our eco- 
nomic location. 


[FOCUS] This Tuesday [25 May] the Bundestag group 
will vote on the asylum compromise. Many comrades are 
unstable. Do you have a firm position? 


[Lafontaine] Yes. The SPD knows that the major parties 
in the Bundestag must support this compromise. 


[FOCUS] After all, some dissatisfied deputies want to 
take revenge on their group chairman, Hans-Ulnch 
Klose, with their “no.” 


[Lafontaine] The majority of the Bundestag group is 
certainly aware of the fact that the people want the 
decision on the asylum law. In addition, a compromise 
means that one does not agree to everything. The immi- 
gration into our social system must finally be controlled. 


[FOCUS] This means a limitation of immigration. 


{Lafontaine} Yes. Because we are one of the countries 
with the densest populatioa in the world. The Germans 
are subjected to the greatest pressure of immigration of 





FBIS-WEL-93-100 
26 May 1993 


ali European countnes. Germany must be able to control 
immigration sensibly, just like the traditional immiugra- 
tion countnes. 


[FOCUS] Give us some criteria for an immigration law 


[Lafontaine] Immigration must be accepted by the 
people. In the end, this benefits those whom we want to 
accept. For instance, one can offer work and residence 
permits for those jobs where there is a real scarcity of 
labor in our country. This would be sensible for a 
modem national economy. Then we could offer attrac- 
tuve possibilities for naturalization. This is what alli 
industrialized states are doing. 


[FOCUS] Is the UN now producing even more refugees 
in Cambodia and Somalia? 


[Lafontaine] In these countries one sees the inconsis- 
tency of west-east policy. The same countries that armed 
the rebels there are now participating in their disarma- 
ment. This is absurd—and expensive. 


[FOCUS] How dangerous is the operation for the 
Bundeswehr in Somalia? 


[Lafontaine] Its mission is not covered by the constitu- 
tion. The political goals cannot be discerned. Hiowever. 
the decisive thing is that the Federal Government 1s 
violating an international consensus. 


Because one uses troops outside the alliance era only 1! onc 
has broad support in Parliament and among the people 
Both are not the case. The Federal Government would be 
well advised to end this adventure immediately 


SPD's Schroeder Cited on Leadership Chances 


93ENOS27A Hambure DER SPIEGEL in German } 0) 
47 No 20, 17 May 93 pp 29-33 


[Interview with Gerhard Schroeder, prime minister of 
Lower Saxony; place and date not given. “I Want lo 
Become Chancellor’;His Prospects as Leading SPD Can- 
didate™’] 


[Text] [DER SPIEGEL] Herr Schroeder, are you out of 
the running for becoming both the party chairman and 
the chancellor candidate? Deputy SPD [Social Demo- 
cratic Party of Germany] caucus leader Rudolf Dressler 
is already reviling you for being “harmful to the party.” 


[Schroeder] I am by no means out of the running Nor 
am | harmful to the party. Like me, Rudolf sometimes 
likes to use strong phraseology 


[DER SPIEGEL] There is clear resistance to you in the 
party leadership. 


[Schroeder] That is true. I anticipated that. That is 
resistance to the substance of what I want, perhaps also 
to my person and possibly also to the manner in which ! 
made my candidacy known. 
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[DER SPIEGEL] Do you regret now that you began your 
campaign so early? 


[Schroeder] No. I wanted to make it clear that there is 
someone around who wants to succeed. The fact that | 
could succeed is not really disputed by anyone. And | 
wanted to do it in the same way that I have always done 
things: Not shamefacedly nudge someone and ask him to 
recommend me, but to do it uuambiguously and openly 
and publicly. [DER SPIEGEL] There is a dispute in the 
party leadership as to whether you could succeed. You 
are accused of having character flaws; you are an egoma- 
niac, it is claimed. 


[Schroeder] I’ve heard that too. Everyone has character 
shortcomings—including me. Charging one another with 
this fact is unproductive. It was for that reason that | 
reacted bluntly on one occasion and mentioned that 
those who were criticizing me in the party executive 
might best vie for the candidacy themselves. 


[DER SPIEGEL] You mean Oskar Lafontaine? 


[Schroeder] I think that it would be in the interest of 
clarity if the party, which is supposed to participate in 
the opinion-forming process, after all, knew at each 
phase what it is to participate in. 


[DER SPIEGEL] The conditions set by you for your 
candidacy were clear: To be both party chairman and 
chancellor candidate, a quick decision before the 
summer break, no exhibition of contenders at grass-roots 
functions. Now everything is to be done differently; 
despite this, you continue to be in the running. Are you 
still credible? 


[Schroeder] It makes no sense to propose grass-roots 
Participation and then to want to do it only half- 
heartedly. In other words: either all the way or not at ail. 
My most important condition is still this: To be able to 
win, both offices must be held by one and the same 
person. Whether this will be true to the same extent 
while running the government is a question that I will 
leave open. Ir the current phase, anyone who does not 
hold both offices simultaneously is generating frictional 
losses. Even if the two at the top understand one another 
splendidly, there are always people in their retinues who 
have their own interests and who work at cross purposes. 
Anyone who wants to make it clear that he really wants 
to win has to stake everything on one card. 


[DER SPIEGEL] We are in the midst of a serious 
economic crisis, the inner unity of the Germans is not 
moving ahead. What motivates an otherwise rational 
human being to want to become chancellor? 


[Schroeder] There is an entire bundle of motives. The 
most important one is this: Under no circumstances can 
things continue as they are. Unified Germany is 
becoming increasingly askew in a social sense. Decisions 
have been made in our taxation and social policies which 
have now caused the burdens of unity, which we want to 





GERMANY 25 


bear, to be unjustly distmbuted, something which we 
cannot allow ourselves to be perceived as favoring. 


{DER SPIEGEL] Aside from that, you are motivated by 
ambition. 


[Schroeder] What disturbs me are the conditions within 
the party, particularly its position vis-a-vis the question: 
Do we really want to take on and defeat the Kohl 
government? Of course there is also some personal 
ambition involved. The measure of altruistic motives 
among politicians is limited—as is the case in other 
professions as well. 


(DER SPIEGEL] Your craze for power has apparently 
made you an opportunist. In the past, you were always 
opposed to red-green, but you are now ruling in Han- 
nover together with the Greens. For Bonn, as well, you 
are propagating red-green, but you are also prepared to 
accept a grand coalition in the event there is no red-green 
majority following the election. 


[Schroeder] The Greens have come a long way from the 
1980's as far as a sense of realism and stability in their 
party are concerned. Today, they are unreservedly 
capable of governing. Drawing the consequences from 
such a development is not viewed by me as opportunism. 
We want to replace Kohi, but not with the help of his 
now jointly responsible FDP [Free Democratic Party] 
coalition partner and least of all with the help of the 
Union [CDU (Christian Democratic Union)/CSU 
(Christian Social Union)}, even if it were willing. We 
would lose our credibility. This 1s not the way to mobi- 
lize Our supporters. 


[DER SPIEGEL] What are you going to do if you can't 
reach a majority together with the Greens? 


[Schroeder] If, like last year in Baden-Wuerttemberg, 
none of the big parties is able to form a majority together 
with a smaller one at the national level in 1994, it would 
be crazy if the SPD were then to abandon its will to 
create. In a situation such as that, it cannot refuse to help 
shape policies from within the government. 


[DER SPIEGEL] Wouldn't you prefer a “traffic light 
coalition” of SPD, FDP, and the Greens to a grand 
coalition? 


[Schroeder] | consider a “traffic light” the worst of all 
possibilities. I have quite a bit of confidence in my 
ability to organize politics. But in my opinion that is very 
difficult to do at the national level; it is the most difficult 
constellation. 


[DER SPIEGEL] Why? 


[Schroeder] Because there are so many centrifugal forces 
there. The SPD with its emphasis on social issues and 
societal stability would be there, as would the Greens 
with their interest in the ecology and the FDP with their 
emphasis on the economy. That is not good. The SPD 
should think it over very carefully before entering into 
such a coalition. And one of the reasons that | am 
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pleading for red-green is that I would like to see the SPD 
build up an economic competence within its own ranks. 
Whoever becomes the chancellor candidate cannot 
entrust competencies in economic matters to a team. He 
can only win if the enlightened portion of the economy 
has faith in him. 

[DER SPIEGEL] A majority within the SPD leader- 
ship—including your rival Rudolf Scharping—favors the 
party’s contenting itself with a campaign slogan that calls 
for the Union parties to be consigned to the opposition 
role, and to keeping discussions about coalitions as 
limited as possible. 

[Schroeder] I don’t think that will work. The people want 
to know, in a purely arithmetic sense, with whom the 
party intends to replace the current government. Telling 
them that they will be told this after the election will not 


[DER SPIEGEL] Nearly 20 percent of SPD supporters 
are opposed to red-green. 


[Schroeder] That's probably true. But another compo- 
nent will reject any other constellation with equal rigor. 
But that is no reason to refrain from formulating a 
comprehensible perspective for replacing the present 
government. That is not without some risk, to be sure. 
But there is no prospect of a victory without risk, least of 
all if one controls only 33.5 percent of the Bundestag. 


[DER SPIEGEL] The courage to take risks is not great in 
the SPD leadership. The decision regarding the party 
chairman and chancellor candidate is left up to the grass 
roots. 


[Schroeder] That wasn't my idea. That will have an effect 
on the objectives formulation process at all levels and 
concerning all questions which the SPD has to answer. 
Now that this is being publicly discussed, it is no longer 
possible to rein it in again. But then our slogan should be: 
If we're going to do it, then let's do it the right way—and 
then for each and every party member. That can only be 
done by absentee ballot. And not by means of a “day of 
local organizations” where one can cast his or her vote. 
Wast seout the shift worker who can't make it at these 
times? 


[DER SPIEGEL] What binding power would this pri- 
mary election have without the appropriate rules 


changes? 

[Schroeder] Right now, only a moral one. If someone 
loses really badly in the poll of the membership, which 
will take place anonymously and therefore fairly, it will 
be difficult for him to continue his pursuit of the 
candidacy. 

[DER SPIEGEL] And if each of the three or four 
contenders receives only circa 25 percent of the votes? 


[Schroeder] Then the party congress must decide. That is 
an indication that the election is being handed back to 
the delegates, so to speak. 
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[DER SPIEGEL] In the party executive, Lafontaine 
accused you of playing a dangerous game. If you were to 
win now and were then to lose the Landtag election in 
Lower Saxony next spring, the SPD could then go back 
to looking for its next chancellor candidate again. 


[Schroeder] That is a specious argument. | don't see it 
that way at all. If, at the beginning of the election 
marathon in 1994, the SPD should lose its power to 
govern in Lower Saxony, for which there are clearly no 
signs night nov’ that will reduce the prospects of the SPD 
in any case, regardless who the chancellor candidate is. 
For there is a close temporal and thus also political 
connection between these elections. I will concede that 
any candidacy—and particularly mine—involves a polit- 
ical risk for the party. 


[DER SPIEGEL] Even if you lose the election in Lower 
Saxony, you intend to go to Bonn as the chancellor 
candidate? 


[Schroeder] I never work with safety nets and false 
bottoms or with round-trip tickets. However: | will not 
take part in a debate as if my goa! were to be the leader 
of the opposition in Bonn. No, I want to become 
chancellor. 


[DER SPIEGEL] There are especially strong reservations 
about you among the eastern German SPD members. 


[Schroeder] Yes. 


[DER SPIEGEL] Your egocentric western German con- 
duct evidenced in connection with the Solidarity Pact 1s 
being held against you. 


[Schroeder] I took an oath to work for the greater good of 
the residents of Lower Saxony. As long as | am in this 
office, this must be my primary goal. But the criticism 
goes deeper than that. I have no inner relationship to the 
question of unity, it is claimed. This accusation is 
unwarranted. 


[DER SPIEGEL] You did not exactly stand out as a 
champion of unity. 


[Schroeder] I belong to a generation which grew up 
politically in the West and which was not familiar with 
Germany before its partition. | was always much more 
moved by unity from the social rather than national 
aspect. I have clearly stated: It will take longer to achieve 
uniformity in living conditions than even we occasion- 
ally promised. Brace yourselves for 10 or 15 years—or 
longer, if anything. And I| repeat: Notwithstanding the 
willingness to help that exists in the West, we must take 
care that the feeling does not arise among the disadvan- 
taged there that they no longer have a chance because 
they have to pay the price for unity. 


[DER SPIEGEL] What you say could just as well be said 
by Kohli today. 


[Schroeder] I don't have an easy answer for it either 
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[DER SPIEGEL] Are the political challenges of our time 
not of such a nature that the parties can provide answers 
that diverge from each other only by degrees? 


[Schroeder] Reinventing the wheel is something that the 
SPD could not do either. But there are still differences, 
in the area of preserving the liberal democracy, for 
example. Example: criminality. Here the one side is 
pinning it: *~~es on a change of laws, calling for the big 
“bugging operation...” 


[DER SPIEGEL] ...Scharping favors that too... 


[Schroeder] ...correct. But in my opinion one should not 
fall back on areas in which one only gives the impression 
of doing something. Bugging operations are not what the 
people expect from us. They want more security in their 
everyday life by means of better paid—and thus better 
motivated—and better equipped policemen. 


[DER SPIEGEL] What will Chancellor Schroeder... 
[Schroeder] ...sounds good... 


[DER SPIEGEL] ...do differently in the areas of the 
economy and finances? 


[Schroeder] Economic and taxation policies should no 
longer be dealt with separately. Otherwise, all that the 
state will ever talk about are its revenues and the myriad 
of purposes for which this money is spent. The state 
should not continue to ignore the economy in this 
society, however. We are experiencing a revolution in 
the automobile industry, for example, in the assembly 
and in the relationship between the manufacturers and 
their supplying subcontractors. We need a state agency 
which averts a war by all against all, which organizes 
communication. 


{DER SPIEGEL] The industry could do this by itself. 
Why should the state play the role of animator here? 


[Schroeder] It is not doing it, apparently. Economic 
resources are being destroyed by the conflict. Politics should 
not permit this to happen. An active industrial policy, one 
which does not direct but rather has a voice, should not copy 
the Japanese Miti but could learn from it. 


[DER SPIEGEL] Are you in favor of further tax 
increases? 


[Schroeder] No. The burdens in the areas of income 
taxes for the bulk of our populace and the value-added 
tax have reached the limit of what is justifiable. How- 
éver, one cannot promise tax relief to industry—as has 
happened, unfortunately. The financing requirements 
related to unity are too great to permit this. I also warn 
against hopes that turning the mineral oils tax screw 
could generate enormous revenues. 


[DER SPIEGEL] The SPD is promising the ecological 
conversion of this industrial society by lowering wage 
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costs and increasing the cost of energy. You are coun- 
tering this with the parochial argument that in a land 
such as Lower Saxony, which covers a large area, this 
would be asking too much of employees having to 
commute long distances. 


[Schroeder] The social significance must be accorded the 
same precedence as the ecological significance. The 
“ecologizing™ of the taxation system cannot be accom- 
plished as quickly as many people think, therefore. 


[DER SPIEGEL] A person who votes red-green cannot 
expect a rapid improvement in the ecology? 


[Schroeder] In a constellation such as that, the SPD must 
signal that the conversion will take time, that it will take 
place under stable circumstances, and that the aspect of 
economic health will not be neglected. 


[DER SPIEGEL] With respect to the Europe policy, you 
seem to be closer to Kohl's position than to Lafontaine’s, 
who has voiced great skepticism here. 


[Schroeder] There are a number of economic objections 
which deserve to be taken seriously and which Oskar has 
also formulated. | would not draw the consequence from 
these that Maastricht must be overturned. Several 
important details must be clarified, but the goal of a 
European union must be adhered to. 


[DER SPIEGEL] In a roundabout way, therefore, an 
admonition for Lafontaine not to get stuck on this issue 
again. What will become of Lafontaine if you win? 


[Schroeder] I regretted somewhat and was also very 
surprised when he said that he could now no longer work 
with me. I have no idea why not: I think that, once the 
candidate selection process is over, those who wanted to 
be the candidate will be able to—indeed must—work 
together again with the person selected to be the candi- 
date. 


[DER SPIEGEL] You would ask him to work with you? 


[Schroeder] I don't have to ask him at all. I am simply 
assuming that, once the party has decided, and in what- 
ever position he holds, he will make available to the 
party, and thus to the goal, his truly extraordinary talent, 
his knowledge and capabilities. 

[DER SPIEGEL] We are living at a time when particu- 
larly politicians are judged with high standards of per- 
sonal integrity by the public and by the media. Would 
you like to make a few confessions here and now? 


[Schroeder] Anyone who investigates will happen upon 
one or the other human failing, but it will not be worse... 


[DER SPIEGEL] ...than with Lafontaine? 


[Schroeder] If I held the same principles, | would at any 
rate not speak publicly about it. Under no circumstances 
do I want to give the impression that things that are 
self-evident should be loudly discussed. Some people 
might feel compelled to ask the reason why. 
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[DER SPIEGEL] Kohl said about you: Schroeder is the 
chancellor candidate of the year 1998. 


[Schroeder] Yes, his estimate was off the mark by four 
years. I view our election prospects in 1994 as very good, 
and, because of the state of decline of the government, as 
much better than many people dare to believe. But one 
thing should be clear: What the SPD now decides on 
should finally last a while. 


[DER SPIEGEL] In other words, the potpourri of can- 
didates must be interrupted. 


[Schroeder] Yes. Meaning: This is what we're going to do 
now. 


[DER SFicGEL] And again, if need be. 


[Schroeder] Again, if need be. And, considering the age 
of the conceivable candidates, assuming a normal course 
of events, this is at least physically possible. 


[DER SPIEGEL] Herr Schroeder, we thank you for this 
conversation. 


Women SPD Leaders, Program, Prospects Viewed 
93EN0499A Hamburg DER SPIEGEL in German Vol 
47 No 19, 10 May 93 pp 24-29 


{Article by Juergen Leinemann: ““*Moving Forward 
Forcefully’—The Advance of Women in the SPD"} 


[Text] First the good news for the comrades: The women 
have nothing against “the boys” at the head of the SPD 
[Social Democratic Party of Germany]. 


Now the bad news: They are just fed up with them. 


Last week this drove traditional Bonn power politics into 
confusion. It is not so unusual for three executive offices 
to become vacant when one man resigns. But for three 
women to immediately become involved in the wran- 
gling over the positions opened up by Bjoern Engholm, 
two of them without being called and each with a chance 
of winning—this is something new. 


“It simply had to be,” says Heidemarie Wieczorek-Zeul, 
50, in explanation of wh: she is competing for the 
chairmanship of the Socia: Democratic Party of Ger- 
many: “I owed it to the women.” 


“Red Heidi” had not discussed this with her colleague in 
the presidium, Renate Schmidt, 49, who—‘quite hon- 
estly”—is proud that she is suddenly in the running as a 
possible challenger to Kohl. “Red Renate,” too, simply 
could not say no to a candidacy, even though she hears 
everywhere “that the men have gone downhill.” 


The two women from Bonn have made no effort to 
contact Kiel’s Minister of Finance Heide Simonis, 49, 
who, as candidate for the office of minister president of 
Schleswig-Holstein, has almost reached her goal, and 
who believes: “We are no longer just the parsley that 
decorates men’s dinner plates.” 
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So it is no conspiracy, no feminist plot. Just the same, the 
three women, all of them “admitted feminine guys, so to 
speak,” in the comedic self-assessment of the woman 
from Kiel, speak the same language. 


Suddenly it becomes clear—and this is the only ray of hope 
for the Social Democrats, who have been shaken since 
Engholm's unfortunate exit—that SPD presidium Member 
Heidi Wieczorek-Zeul was right five years ago when she 
predicted to her comrades a “cultural revolution” brought 
about by the increasing number of women in the party: “The 
party will not be the same. You will see.” 


It sounded crazy but it was realistic. At that time, while 
only grandsons were counted among the heirs to party 
patriarch Willy Brandt, and no granddaughters, the 
“grand-nieces” of 130-year-old Aunt SPD—as Hesse’s 
Minister of Women’s Affairs Heide Pfarr refers to the 
contemporaries of the “A-team” of male heirs to Willy, 
who have since begun to look somewhat worse for 
wear—were learning to take care of themselves. 


And when on Monday of last week Messrs. Gerhard 
Schroeder, Rudolf Scharping, Oskar Lafontaine, Norbert 
Gansel, and others raised their arms to join the compe- 
tition, three self-confident women at once were standing 
in their way. “Original,” groaned one of the distressed 
machos who had been caught unaware. 


So instead of the men’s A-team now it is the peppy 
women’s ballet. Is that it? A media-hit? A new variation 
in the personality game? Hardball politics with a soft 
touch, a symbolic offensive? 


There is no shortage of attempts to dismiss the claims of 
the SPD women in this way, neither inside nor outside of 
the party. They reflect the internal views of the party as 
inaccurately as they do the internal political reality. 


So, did the men actually fail to “pull out all the stops” to 
remove Kohl and bring the SPD back to a position in the 
government, as Heidi Wieczorek-Zeul hears everywhere? 
Neither the grandfathers, Hans-Jochen Vogel and 
Johannes Rau, nor the grandsons, Oskar Lafontaine and 
Bjoern Engholm, succeeded in producing results. 


And are the women in the SPD since the introduction of 
the gradually implemented compulsory quota of 40 
percent for all offices in the party really still just a power 
on the surface? In the Bundestag parliamentary group 
27.2 percent of the representatives are women, and the 
ratio of women among the members is just as large. 


Just a show? “With the large group of female candidates 
the party has no choice but to nominate women for key 
positions,” states Heide Simonis, pleased. 


At the same time, she says she actually hates the quota. 
But she also knows why since the quota was introduced 
29 of 40 ministers and senators in Germany who are 
women are Social Democrats. 
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None of the three eloquent, aggressive, and self- 
confident candidates to succeed Engho!lm consider them- 
selves quota women. And yet they know that the pressure 
of the quota expanded their room for maneuvering by 
depriving the functionary-machos of the opportunity to 
misuse them as alibi-women—formally equal, displayed 
in the party’s store window for the purpose of attracting 
women voters, but neutralized in terms of power. 


“Do you want to start a women’s SPD?” asked one 
outraged comrade five years ago in Wiesbaden when 
Heidi Wieczorek-Zeul was promoting the quota. “Red 
Heidi,” who up to then had alarmed the men more as a 
member of the left than as a feminist, coolly countered 
this remark with: “Well, we have had a men’s SPD for 
long enough.” But to become a candidate for the party 
chairmanship for that reason—she knows today that she 
would not have had the courage at that time. 


Actually, the red-headed party member from Hesse, 
following a scrappy career that began in the Rues- 
selsheim town council, and moved on to the Juso [Young 
Socialists] chairmanship, the European Parliament, and 
the German Bundestag, has learned only during her past 
few years as district chairperson to integrate and to bring 
together differing wings of the party. 


Even if image leftovers cling to her, distorting her image 
into that of a shrill apparatchik woman—in Hesse, she 
believes, the members of the right would never again 
claim that she hit them over the head. Authoritative, 
determined, calculating—the ex-68'er is still all of these, 
and she makes no attempt to avoid political rough- 
and-tumble. But she has learned to be afraid of the 
danger “of becoming like a steamroller.” And when she 
gets the feeling that one of her comrades in arms is on the 
verge of gambling away common political ideals, she is 
capable of howling the whole night through—as she did 
some years ago over Oskar Lafontaine—out of anger and 
frustration. 


She has come forward now in order to prevent something 
like this from happening. She feels she is partly responsible 
when people begin grumbling about the political fiascos of 
her generation. She knows that the party leaders are still a 
bunch of men. Still, after six years in the presidium, she feels 
she is also being addressed when comrades ask: “What kind 
of chaos have you now caused in Bonn?” She hopes to end 
this back and forth at the top. 


So it is competence. Renate Schmidt, the vice president of 
the German Bundestag, the Land chairperson of her party in 
Bavaria and the key SPD candidate for the Munich Land 
Assembly, in the words of her parliamentary group col- 
league Ingrid Matthaeus-Maier, was chosen as a challenger 
to Kohi not “because she is a woman, but because she has 
demonstrated her competence.” 


At first she herself viewed this as “total nonsense.” On 
the other hand—the ambitious and dynamic labor 
unionist had never completely ruled out the office of 


GERMANY 29 


“chancellor” as a career goal. And her “spirit for power” 
has not shied away from this goal. 


When on | May in Nuernberg the aged futurist Robert 
Jungk presented his vision that the future is “female” 
and—to resounding applause—propagated “Federal 
Chancellor Renate Schmidt,” the plan began to be 
present more strongly in her mind. Two days later the 
option on the position was open. 


Of course—one must remember, in the end she could 
crash to the floor, missing al! of the chairs that are now 
temptingly available in Bonn and Bavaria. She would 
most prefer to have a primary election because she feels 
she ts carried by the grass roots. She knows this much, 
however: “I have better than no chance at all.” 


The zestful, sometimes spontaneously extravagant 
Renate Schmidt—mother of three, grandmother of two 
grandsons—has never had anything to do with a sullen, 
dogged feminism. Still, the experienced systems analyst 
and later member of the works committee can become 
furious when women are discriminated against politi- 
cally and in the workplace. She has learned to wield 
power like a man, without spurning or glorifying her 
femininity. 


In this respect the baroque woman from Bavaria 1s very 
much like the cool Minister Heide Simonis of Kiel. She 
also does not labor under self-doubt—which did not 
keep her from confessing before her confirmation by the 
party this Monday: “I have stage fright.” 


Would men admit to this? The observer Simonis, poking 
fun—who also knows she is at her best when she is 
trembling—seriously doubts it: “Those poor boys must 
always maintain, ‘I can do anything.””’ She limits herself 
to the ironic assessment that she is just as qualified as at 
least half of her male colleagues for the office of minister 
president. 


Heide Simonis, a political economist, has also never 
been a feminist. In 1976, following career assignments in 
Lusaka, Tokyo, and Berlin, where her husband Udo 
Simonis now works as an internationally reputed ecology 
expert at the center for sciences, she entered the Bonn 
Bundestag as SPD representative for the Rendsburg- 
Eckernfoerde electoral district. There she demonstrated 
her competence in the committees, as well as in the 
evenings at the bar in the leftist pub “Provinz,” without 
allowing herself to be brought in by pompous and 
secretive circles of men. She remained constantly a 
respected outsider. 


Heide Simonis does not believe for one minute that 
women are fundamentally better at politics than men. 
Perhaps she credits her female colleagues with a little 
more sensibility, a little more empathy with their fellow 
man. It has also been her experience that women are 
more api to delegate. 


But they certainly are not any worse. No talent for 
organization? No management skills? As if she did not 
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know men in politics “who are terrible anarchists.” It is 
also in this sense that Heide Simonis wants the “signal” 
of her candidacy to be understood—as a reassuring sign 
for all women “in the field in which they work not to 
immediately drop to their knees when someone says: 
“Women cannot do that.”” 


The female candidates and their female supporters in the 
party are observing with a mixture of amusement and 
fury how arrogantly and pres the majority of 
the men are reacting to their candidacy. Would “Bren- 
npunkt” moderator Fritz Pleitgen, asks Renate Schmidt, 
also have labeled a candidacy by her SPD colleague 
Helmuth Becker a “comedy routine?” She furiously 
called the television personality to account following the 
program, after all, she is vice president of the German 
Bundestag. 


It almost seems as though the women must defend 
themselves against an image of femininity that one man 
in the SPD exemplified—Bjoern Engholm. For as much 
as they owe him for his sensitivity to new issues, his 
understanding for alternative forms of politics, and his 
more contemplative manner, they are just as heavily 
burdened by his legacy. 

Engholm’s melancholy shadiness, his sentimental Hamiet 
affectation, the tear-jerking aestheticism of the gentle north- 
erner—the three female candidates to succeed him are 
reproached subliminally for all of this as being “typically 
feminine.” And yet ali of them are hewn from solid wood, 
hard like the pipes of their predecessors. 

But with all the sturdiness of disposition, upon which 
Renate Schmidt and the others pride themselves—a far 
cry from the brutal cynicism of many power-machos, 
from their ing verbal activism and from 
the thick-skinned endurance, which is essential to the 
women. They risk a greater “closeness to the realities of 
life” (Wieczorek-Zeul) than their male rivals. They also 
feel less of a need to spout rhetoric on the condition of 
the party. 


In addition, all three know that at this time they can no 
longer expect too much from their own people. “The party 
is sore like raw flesh,” says Heide Simonis, “it needs people 
who can care for it.” At the same time—as Wolfgang Thierse 
put it—the SPD must remain open to social dialogue “in 
order to do justice to a situation that is characterized by 
economic, social, and mental lack of concurrence, by inten- 
sifying social battles over apportionment.” 

In contrast with the male candidates, who are used to 
passing off the view from a country church tower over- 
looking the steadfast oak trees of Lower Saxony or the 
vines of Rhineland-Palatinate as a view of the world, the 
women—even Heide Simonis, who was born in Bonn— 
allow themselves at least the advantage of a country-wide 
orientation. 


Of course, even they have a part in the notorious Bonn 
denial of awareness, which, after almost an entire legis- 
lative period since unification, continues to operate as 
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though the categories of the old Federal Republic are still 
valid in an unchanged form. 


It is not the subject matter with which the women hope 
to differentiate themselves from their male competitors. 
Much more, says Renate Schmidt, they want “another 
language,” to bring politics closer and more directly to 
the people, to see problems in a different way. Those in 
the land who are disiilusioned, she believes, are ready 
now “to msk doing something they themselves consider 
unusual.” For that reason she believes she has a realistic 
chance of being elected. 


Heidemarie Wieczorek-Zeul also appears to be open to 
the path leading to a “repair society” (in the words of 
political scientist Claus Leggewie of Giessen), which 
would burden the citizens in the old and the new laender, 
despite their anxieties over their personal assets, with 
domestic and foreign policy reforms that would be more 
than just cosmetic crisis management. 


The widespread “party weariness,” which following a phase 
of political involvement has again conjured up the typical 
apolitical German, represents both a handicap and an 
opportunity for the women. Better than the “Look out, here 
I come”™-men or their rivals who tactically dive when 
necessary, the women could guide the political energies that 
ignite chains of lights and push ahead social networks, but 
which have drifted off course from the institutions, back 
into their traditional channels. 


Most of all, however, the female candidates, who are at 
the same time disciplined and aggressive, want to con- 
tribute to the civilizing of public life. This is to occur, as 
Heidi Wieczorek-Zeul puts it, “by adding solidarity to 
relationships among people and the attitude people have 
toward one another.” 


All three women consider themselves members of the 
left, all are extremely distrustful of demonstrations of 
military force by a new Germany. Their contribution to 
internal verbal pacification, their commitment to com- 
batting violence and brutality in their own country, 
appears no less urgent. “He who longs for a human 
society must overcome the male society,” said “Red 
Heidi” five years ago. Her appeal has not changed. 


But is that enough against Helmut Kohl? Renate Schmidt's 
recommendation that following an internal discussion pro- 
cess the party should deliberate what people expect from 
SPD candidates and which “qualities” a challenger would 
need certainly seems naive. One can confidently be suspi- 
cious of the “wealth of ideas of 900,000 members,” which 
Rudolf Scharping swears upon. 


One reason for this is that the voters—both inside and 
outside of the SPD—have little need for another round in 
which several candidates sell themselves publicly. Prima- 
rily, however, it is because a listing of desired characteristics 
for leadership would be most contradictory. 


The list would include both a desire for power and 
humbleness, reflectiveness and spontaneity, callousness 
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and empathy, imagination and matter-of-factness, strong 
character and an ability to learn—in short all human 
virtues and their opposites. 

And what is more, apparently the qualities needed by a 
candidate striving to be elected to public office, who is 
continuously illuminated by media floodlights, are com- 
pletely different from the qualities needed to perform 
well the duties of the public office. Only someone who 
has been chancellor for ten years, like Helmut Kohi, no 
longer needs to distinguish between them. 


So is the candidacy of the women just a show number? A 
substitute for Clinton, the missing shining star, from the 
provinces of Germany? 


“Even if it doesn’t work out,” says Heidi Wieczorek- 
Zeul, “it will not represent a defeat for the women.” 
Instead it will represent a new quality of female involve- 
ment, which does German political culture good. 


Heide Simonis recently sang “We Shall Overcome” on 
television, and not simply because she happens to know 
two verses of this song by heart. It cannot really be 
denied “that the women are moving forward forcefully,” 
as she says. 


No one, however, underestimates the bulwark of the 
male functionary clique in the SPD. In a party that is 
currently preoccupied with pleading for understanding 
for new internal troubles, the candidacy of the woman is 
by far the most reasonable event. 


SPD Ideology, Military Policy Conflict Viewed 
93ENO0527B Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 15 May 93 p 1 


{Commentary by Guenther Nonnenmacher: “The SPD 
on a Dead-End Street} 


[Text] The opposition by the SPD [Social Democratic 
Party of Germany] against expanding the mission of the 
Bundeswehr is many-layered: Many of the arguments 
follow the role pattern of \he opposition in the Bund- 
estag, other objections are based on the constitution. But 
behind these are motives which extend into the past 
history of social democracy or are related to more recent 
efforts at ideologization: There is the trauma of the 
secession of a party wing consisting of leftist extremists 
and pacifists in World War I; the controversy carried out 
within the party in the 1950's over rearmament and ties 
to the West; and finally, it is those leftists—by now 
well-situated for the most part—who gravitated to the 
SPD from the “antiimperial” protest movements of the 
late 1960's, who are calling the shots at the party's 
grass-roots level today. 


It is from wounds, memories, and mistakes such as this 
that distrust of the military is nourished—this can 
become a pacifist mind set which is resistant to reality. 
One example of this is the presumption that general 
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officers tend to resort to “dashing” (i.e. forcible) solu- 
tions in dealing with international problems. Whatever 
the situation may have been like under the emperor, 
after almost 40 years of experience with the Bundeswehr 
and its top soldiers, that is an anachronism. The defense 
ministers provided by the SPD—Leber, Schmidt, Apel— 
do not appear to have reconciled the party to the 
military, despite leadership and civic educat/on, despite 
the fusion of the Army into society, which sometimes— 
in connection with “working hours,” for example—has 
gone so far as to cast doubt on its combi readiness. 
Overly clear was the dissenting aloofness of the military 
planners, not only in Germany, before the Gulf war or 
now with respect to intervening in the Balkans. That 
should convince the most inveterate skeptic that there is 
no longing for adventurism among “the generals” of the 
Western world. Instead, their caution is so pronounced 
as to sometimes give the impression that the military is 
no longer viewed as an instrument in the service of 
politics, but as a toy and an end unto itself. 


The Social Democrats are warning against a “militariza- 
tion” of German foreign policy. Distrust of the demo- 
cratic stability of other parties is making its appearance. 
To the extent that these are not just propaganda slogans, 
they are prompted by a claim to the moral high ground 
by their own party. After 40 years of political coopera- 
tion in Bonn and in many laender, this is an arrogation— 
to say the least. In addition, it shows a lack of confidence 
in the stability of the German postwar democracy which 
the Social Democrats helped to create and is thus an 
instance of self-doubt that is difficult to understand. 


The warning against a militarization of the foreign policy 
is also a blow at the alliance partners of the Germans, for 
there is no question but that the Bundeswehr is not to be 
dispatched by itself for “out-of-area” operations but only 
together with the armed forces of our allies. SPD politi- 
cians such as Karsten Voigt and Heidemarie Wieczorek- 
Zeul have publicly expressed doubt about the peaceful 
intentions of the partners: Germany does not want to be 
drawn into a war in Africa by France, they claim NATO 
should not become an intervention force. That is not 
only absurd, it is also hypocritical. 


Only someone who has made suspiciousness an ideology 
could seriously challenge the fact that in America, in 
Great Britain, or in France, there exists a crisis-proof 
preeminence of politics over the military. Whenever he 
happens not to be facing a camera, Voigt, for example, 
sees things more clearly: He recently suggested to his 
party that it take leave of a “provincial foreign policy 
culture”; in view of the expanded tasking of the 
Bundeswehr, he criticized the fact that ta SPD was 
speaking out in favor of a “singularization of Germany.” 


A special course taken by the German military would lead 
directly to the foreign policy isolation of the Federal Repub- 
lic—even if the Social Democrats think that a sign inscribed 
“This way to virtue in international politics” could make 
this special course more tolerable. Has the SPD, which 
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extols the Europe idea as a means for overcoming nation- 
alism (and if possible even the national state), given thought 
to what is to become of the common foreign, security, and 
defense policy agreed upon in Maastricht in the event 
Germany, in accordance with its constitution, and as the 
Social Democrats would like, becomes incapable of military 
integration? Has it not occurred to any of the SPD politi- 
cians, who warn loudly against a relapse into German 
militarism, that the military integration in the Atlantic 
alliance and the future embedment in European defense 
efforts would guarantee that such an unlikely event would 
never come to pass? 
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The demand by the sprcial party congress of the SPD in 
Bonn, viz. that the United Nations should be given the 
“international force monopoly” and activate troops who 
would then be a sort of world police force, is pure Utopia. 
Anyone who engages in such wishful thinking is contrib- 
uting to the decay of the existing institutions. As long as 
armed conflicts are possible, Germany must practice soli- 
darity with its allies, partners, and friends—in the areas of 
foreign policy, security policy, and militarily. With its 
naysaying stance, the SPD is running into the same cul- 
de-sac in which it was bogged down in the 1950's with its 
rejection of ties to the West and rearmament. 
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kurdish Envoy Says Iraq Massing Troops 
AU 2505 145693 Paris AFP in English 1430 GMT 
25 May 93 


| Text] Pans, May 25 (AFP)}—Irag has massed 15 divi- 
sions totalling more than 100,000 men close to Iraqi 
Kurdistan, the envoy here for the Kurdish admuinistra- 
tion om northern Iraq, Mohammad Ismail, said on 
Tuesday [25 May]. The Iraqi troops faced Kurdish 
Peshmerga fighters, sometimes only a few dozen metres 
away. and most were deployed close to Sharshame!, 45 
kms (38 mules) west of Sulaimaniya, and south of Arbil, 
Ismail said. He said Iraq brought up three more divi- 
sions, including two of the elite presidential guard. in 
recent days, bringing the total to 15 divisions and 
100,000 men. 


Meanwhile France warned Iraq against violating the 
United Nations protection zone north of the 36th par- 
alle! in northern [rag, Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Catherine Colonna said. The Kurds fear Iraq is planning 
to take back Kurdish-controlled territory south of the 
36th parallel not covered by the UN no-fly zone enforced 
by the U.S., France and Bniain. 


On Monday [24 May], U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher said: “We intend to enforce the UN resolu- 
trons with great resoluteness.” 


( olonna also called for “respect of internationally rec- 
ognised borders” following Iranian air raids Tuesday 
against opposition forces based in Iraq. She said the 
raids could in no way justify retaliation by Iraq. 


— Meets Visiting Turkish State Minister 
er 


1 A2605095893 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish (700 GMT 25 May 93 


| Text) State Minister Tansu Ciller, who went to Paris to 
attend the Turkish-French Business Council meeting, 
has been received by President Francois Mitterrand. 


In a Statement to the press after the meeting, Ciller said 
that they discussed Turkey's role in the region, as well as 
cooperation with the Central Asian republics and the 
issuc Of Carrying Out certain projects jointly. Ciller 
stressed that the aid Turkey extends to that region aims 
at maimtamuing world peace. 


Ciller said that they also discussed Turkey's relations 
with the EC and the customs union agreement. 


The state minister conveyed a message from President 
Demirel to President Mitterrand. 


Culler later met with the representatives of the Turkish trade 
umions in France. They told her of their difficulties con- 
cerning the education of Turkish chiidren abroad, visas, and 
free movement within the EC, and told her that they expect 
Turkey's support regarding these matters. 


FRANCE 
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Foreign Ministry Welcomes Cambodian Vote 
LD2405 132893 Paris France-Inter Radio Network in 
French 1300 GMT 24 May 93 


[Text] The Quai d'Orsay [foreign ministry] welcomes the 
good start of elections in Cambodia, which, mt says, 
creates a democratic dynamic in a country where, for 
more than 20 years, people have been unable to express 
their will. The Khmer Rouge prevented voters from 
going to polling stations today, some polling statnons had 
to close after one person was killed and two wounded by 
shelling. 


CIA ‘War’ on French Intelligence Assessed 


PM 2505114493 Paris LE FIGARO in French 
24 May 93 p § 


[Pierre Darcourt article: “Strange CIA War on French 
“Spies™”) 


{Text} What lies behind the sensational American press 
campaign against what it calls France's “economic espi- 
onage?”” A campaign which some authorities across the 
Ailantic have allowed to develop and have even encour- 
aged. Let us summarnze the facts 


—¢expulsions from the United States of French “spies” 
working in Bell Helicopter Textron and in a firm which 
specializes in systems to combat radar detection, 


—a scandal involving Bernard Guillet, French consul 
general in Houston. allegedly caught by the FBI 
searching the trash cans of his neighbors, who are rich 
Texan industralists—trash cans “filled with state 
secrets.” 


—part authentic, part false documents trom the French 
special services, giving in particular a detailed list of 
operational targets, conveniently placed in a brown 
envelope by an anonymous hand in the CIA's mail and 
that of a Washington journalist, 


—the fears expressed by American exhibitors about the 
Le Bourget air show, 


—Marce Goldberg. a young aid worker arrested in San 
Francisco because he was supposed to be working for 
the French intelligence services 


—a delegation of French caperts suspected of having 
tned to obtain the technology of the Amencan stealth 
plane 


—a book Filled “tnendly Spies” describing the “under- 
hand actions” of alhed spies. especially French spies, 
whict/ was published right at the beginning of 1993 
and which was the subject of widespread publicity- 

before being exposed as teeming with errors by THE 

4 WASHINGTON POST itself In particular there was 
one enormous lie: the operation carned out in Seattle 
by two agents and one technician from the General 
Directorate for External Security [DGSE] to procure 











4 FRANCE 
the data conveyed by the new Boeing 747-400 planes 
during their trials, in order to improve the Airbus 
A-340 piloting system. This had provoked a violent 


they i 
vices that the “affair” had been trumped up. 
From that point, everything becomes confused. It all 


ought to have stopped there. That has not happened 
because the press campaign has continued. It has now 


cial espionage on a large scale. These reports stem from 
which launched the Amencan offensive against the 
DGSE. 

And yet, this quarrel seems to be based on a misunder- 
standing. The French intelligence services are engaged in 
economic intelligence gathering: They are saying so and 
openly admitting it. The other big Western intelligence 
services are naturally doing likewise. 


Today, a major part of history mo longer takes place 


within the political system. It takes place the 
play of financial strategies, products, and deals by the big 
or financial or indusirial enter- 


— No intelligence service can therefore ignore this 


The real reasons for this campaign must therefore be 
sought somewhere other than in a “misunderstanding.” 
Let us list them at random: the struggle of the American 
intelligence world against the various attacks and bud- 
getary restrictions with which it is more than just threat- 
ened. New York Democrat Senator Danie! Patrick Moy- 
nihan, for instance, has purely and simply suggested 
“dismantling the CIA and transferring most of its work 
to the State Department.” Several other legislators find 
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the $7 billion reduction in intelligence service spending 
scheduled by the White House over the next five years to 
be clearly inadequate. Hence the need to show that the 
collapse of the former Soviet empire should not have the 
result of reducing the CIA's resources. 


By way of example, the collapse of the former USSR has 
led to a 50-percent reduction in the number of CIA 


question: “If that is the case, why not use the CIA for the 
benefit of American enterprises and use them to gather 
economic intelligence?” 

One possible addition to that are clashes among fnendly 
nations, on Yugoslavia or Africa, which sotnetimes turn 
into tnals of strength or manipulations using intelligence 
— 11— 43 tar a A battle 
between the two countnes whose arms industnes are the 
most aggressive in an increasingly limited world market 
is also plausible. This is a market on which the French 
alone hold their own against the United States, as 
witnessed by the sales of Mirage planes to Taiwan and 
Leclerc tanks to the Emirates. 


All these explanations are valid. But the fact remains 
that there is no trace of spies in Bell or elsewhere, nor did 
any aid worker arrested in the United State work for the 
French intelligence services, nor was any French expert 
caught in the act of “snooping;” and hence no “spies” 


subtlest of spies could not gather any more interesting 
document than the exhibitors’ catalog. ... 


Supposing therefore that these cases are not all just 
manipulation, the ones which have # + foundation 
must not be unconnected with the appearance a few 
years ago of private intelligence companies, the biggest 
and best equipped of which are, coincidentally, Amer- 
ican: Fairfax Group, Kroll Associates, International 
Consultant of Targeting Security, Control Risk. They all 
engage throughout the world, and in France in partic- 
ular, in financial, technological, and scientific espionage 
activities as DGSE Director General Claude Silberzahn 
alleged it: an interview a few weeks ago (Footnote) (LE 
MONDE, 3! March 1993). 


In fact, through the investigations of specialized compa- 
nies, and also through their so-<alled “security” depart- 
ments, some big multinationals are already very deeply 
involved in conflicts whose ends and means are uncon- 
nected with any national interest. 
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Leotard on Role of Franco-German Brigade 


PM2405 142093 Paris LE MONDE in French 
23-24 May 93 p 8 


[Jacques Isnard report: “Franco-German Brigade Will 
Be Available for Humanitarian Actions”] 


minister from 1947-1948, minister several times, presi- 
dent of the European Parliament between 1958 and 
1960, for a with Germany 
after World War Il. He is regarded in France as one of 


racks, which now houses the headquarters of this unit 
which comprises 4,930 men from the two countries. 


The Eurocorps as a whole, namely 35,000 men and more 
with Belgium's participation which promises to be 
around 10,000 men, will not be operational before 1995. 
But from next year the brigade could receive humani- 


unit is to some extent the symbol of the ‘practical forms 
of solidarity’ which he wanted?” 
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Lanxade Views Humanitarian Aid Unit Proposal 


PM2505080493 Paris LE MONDE in French 
22 May 93 p il 


[Unattnibuted report: ““We Should Perhaps Create a 
Unit — 4 ad in Humanitarian Aid, Admiral 
Lanxade Says”) 

[Text] In an interview granted to the magazine X-Passion, 
produced by students of the Polytechnic School, Armed 
Forces Chief of Staff Admiral Jacques Lanxade says that the 
army can contnbute to humanitanan assistance in the world 
without replacing the specialized organizations. 

“If a national humanitarian service was created,” the 
admiral explained, “it would meet with real success... But 
such a project (launched by Bernard Kouchner when he was 
minister of health and humanitanan action—LE MONDE 
editor's note) presents real organizational problems. Indeed, 
humanitanan aid 1s the work of doctors and technicians—in 
a word, of professionals. Training suited to such conscripts 
would therefore have to be designed. In addiison these 
conscnpts would have to be administered (fed, housed, and 
transported), and neither the National Office of the Gen- 
darmene nor the army is currently in a position to carry 
such a financial burden... It is primarily for the government 
to show an interest in this question... The army ts ready to 
provide its support... The main problem which will prob- 
ably limit our interventions 1s their cost, which 1s borne by 
the defense budget and which represents a heavy burden in 
a context of strong budgetary constraint. 


The armed forces chief of staff thinks that what he calls the 
“additional cost” involved in humanitanan actions vane: 
between 0.25 and 0.4 million francs per man per year. 


Reviewing the problems, Admiril Lanxade acded: 
“First, such missions are not precisely defined and the 
imprecision of the mandates may give rise to vanabie 
interpretations in the field. The boundary between 
humanitarian assistance and peacekeeping 1s becoming 
increasingly vague. Second, the army does not have 
within it a unit formed with a specific humanitarian 
vocation. Its polyvalence enables it to carry out human- 
itarian missions, but a soldier only participates in 
humanitarian aid when nobody but he can do so. We 
should perhaps create a specialized unit and consider the 
risks involved, the rules governing the organization of 
our missions and their planning.” 

The chief of staff took that opportunity to express regret that 
the equivalent of the American Naticnal Guard does not 
exist in France—a corps formed of reservists called up in 
tume of crisis to accompany or extend the emergency actions 
with which the U.S. Army might be entrusted. 


Balladur Announces New Steps on Unemployment 
AU2505 155393 Paris AFP in English 1530 GMT 
25 May 93 


ext] Paris, May 25 (AFP)}—Prime Minister Edouard 
ladur on Tuesday [25 May] told the Nationai 








FRANCE 


“can be placed in a share- based savings plan”. 


The pnme minister told the National Assembly that the 
40 billion francs to be spent would be for “actions all of 


people”. Only 15 billion francs for this purpose was 
provided for in the first draft of the supplementary 


It 1s traditional when a new government takes over for it 
to revise the budget for the current year, prepared by its 
predecessor. 


He said the measures aimed at supporting jobs would be 
“either direct, or by way of investment efforts creating 
jobs and by way of upgrading companies’ financial 
situation”. 


The French unemployment rate is now well over 10 


major reason for the crushing defeat of the Socialist 
government at the polls in March. 


In addition, Balladur said the government plan for 
supporting housing, public works and the environment 
would be “doubled”, representing a total of 16 billion 
francs against the previously planned eight billion. 


Balladur said that the government program for sup- 
porting economic activity and employment must be 
“ready before summer. This means the texts must be 
adopted, the borrowing floated, the administrative 
instructions published, and companies mobilized, so 
that at the beginning of autumn, everybody's behavior 
with respect to joblessness and employment will have 
undergone a profound change”. 


He added that the privatization program, ultimately to 
pay for the job-bousting measures, would be discussed at 
a cabinet meeting on Wednesday [26 May]. The receipts 
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from privatizations “could reach 40 billion francs bv the 
end of the year”, he told deputies. 


The pnme minister also announced that the government 
would give aid to workers agrecing to a temporary 
reduction in their salanes to avoid permanent layoffs at 
the company. Such assistance would be for a “limited 
time”. 


In another development, the National Assembly's 
budget rapporteur, Philippe Auberger of the RPR [Rally 
for the Repeblic) Party, said Tuesday that Balladur “did 
not plan, as things now stand”, to defer the increase in 
the “general social contribution™ tax (CSG) to the end of 
the year—as had been suggested earlier in the day by 
former President Valery Giscard d’Estaing. 


The increase is now slated to go into effect on July i, and 
will bring an extra 25 billion francs into government 
coffers this year. 


Balladur also announced that the two billion ‘rancs 
voluntarily paid back to the government by the National 
Assembly from funds appropnated for it in the past but 
not used would now be used “mainly for financing 
exceptional measures in favor of home ownership”. 


Before Balladur spoke to the legislature in a debate 
expected to last until at least Friday [28 May], a report by 
the National Assembly's Defence Committee said that 
the programs for building the nuclear aircraft-carr-r 
Charles de Gaulle and the navy version of the Rafale 
aircraft would be delayed by about six months. 


It said that was due to cancellations of funds in the 
supplementary budget together with cuts decided by the 
previous government, all adding up to savings of 6.2 
billion francs. 


The French Economics Ministry said Tuesday evening that 
the budget deficit of 317 billion francs forecast for this year 
by the supplementary budget “will not be affected by the 
additional measures supporting employment” 


Privatization of 21 Companies Announced 


LD2605 131693 Paris France-Inter Radio Network in 
French 1000 GMT 26 May 93 


[Text] The government has announced the privatization 
of 21 companies, including Renault, Air France, Acros- 
patiale, Rhone Poulenc, Pechiney, AGF [Assurances 
Generales de France}, SEITA [State Tobacco Company], 
UAP [Union des Assurances de Paris}, GAN [Groupe 
des Assurances Nationale], Thomson 5.A., Bull, BNP 
[Banque Nationale de Paris}, the Credit Lyonnais, Elf- 
Aquitaine, and Usinor Sacilor. There will be no limit on 
foreign acquisitions, and replacement of the director 
generals will be carned out one by one by decree. We will 
of course deal with these announcements in detail as 
Economy Minister Edmond Alphandery will be receiv: 3 
at 1300 hrs. 








FBIS-WEU-93-100 
26 May 1993 


Balladur’s New Economic Proposals Viewed 


PM2605 130593 Paris LE FIGARO in French 
25 May 93 p 1 


[Article by Georges Suffert: “Reasons for Hasteꝰ] 


[Text] There will certainly be questions about this sup- 
plement to the Balladur plan. Why, people will ask, has 
there been this amendment, which was obviously not 

envisaged? The prime minister had indeed given an 
inkling of some measures. In particular the series of 
measures for revival to be announced in the fall. Now 
these decisions have been made today. Why this haste? 


There are two reasons which persuaded the Matignon 
[prime minister's office] of the need to go faster. 


First, the discovery of our economy's true landscape. 
When the figure of 340,000 addition=' ;ob-seekers before 
the end of the year began to flash before the French 
people’s eyes, Edouard Balladur realized that the eco- 
nomic mechanism has been teetering on the edge of an 
abyss. He could not wait any further for a favorable wind 
which would one day wrest Europe from the ice. 


Then there was the hesitation among professional cir- 
cles. It is true that they approved of the attempts to bring 
budget deficits into line; it is true that, like the great 
majority of our cornpatriots, they trusted the new gov- 
ernment. But they did not conceal their skepticism. 
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To check the slump, to revive some key sectors of our 
production apparatus, and to encourage consumers to 
Start buying again, they felt that more should be done. 


That is why the prime minister has chosen to keep some 
distance from the cautious recommendations of the 
Bercy specialists. The series of measures which are 
envisaged should make it possible to accelerate the 
revival of the real estate market, to boldly revive public 
works, and to increase the number of job creation 
schemes. In short, to persuade decisionmakers that the 
time has come for them to take a few risks. 


Especially as the government hopes to bring off the loan 
which Edouard Balladur has been considering since he 
arrived at the Matignon. The conditions do indeed seem 
to be all there. The seventh lowering of the French 
interest rate in two months tangibly reduces the interest 
rate of open-end monetary funds. Some savers will have 
to agree to transfer some of their savings into this state 
loan with a decent return. 


Edouard Balladur could thus regain some of the room for 
financial maneuver which he currently lacks. 


In brief, the prime minister is dnving the French 
economy with one foot on the brake and the other on the 
gas. That is a dangerous way of driving, it is said. But 
there is no other way on mountain roads. 
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epee Cenelge SGietater Seapets Antes x 


LD2405 122393 Rome RAI Televideo Teletext in Italian 
1300 GMT 24 May 93 


{Excerpt] Bosnian Foreign Affairs Minister Silajdzic 
arrived in Rome this morning coming from Istanbul. 
Silajdzic said that the reason for the sudden visit “out- 
side oxficial protocol” is to “hold talks with authorities 
of the Italian Government to expiain the position of the 
Bosnian parliament in relation to the recent events.” 
[passage omitted: Washington peace conference and 
Izetbegovic refusal recalled] 


Satisfied With Italian Stand 


LD2505204093 Rome RAI Televideo Teletext in Italian 
2007 GMT 25 May 93 


[Text] We have accepted and signed the Vance-Owen 
plan, and it should be put into effect. This was emphat- 
ically stated by Bosnian Foreign Minister Haris Silajdzic 
after a long meeting with Minister Beniamino Andreatta. 
Silajdzic, who was received in the Vatican this morning, 
expressed satisfaction with the confirmation he received 
from Andreatta on Italy's position, which is the absolute 
need to safeguard the territorial integrity of Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. 


Bosnia Plan Marks Return of ‘Great Powers’ 


PM2605090693 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
23-24 May 93 pp 1, 16 


[Alberto Cavallari article: “Bosnia: The Return of the 
Two Great Powers”] 


[Text] The coilective initiative for Bosnia announced 
yesterday by the United States, Russia, France, Britain, 
and Spain arises out of Moscow's decision to act as 
mediator in the Yugoslav crisis. In the past few days, 
people have known about this decision, as they have 
known about a Russian plan to get out of the stalemate 
which has arisen since Clinton abandoned his plans for 
military intervention due to European opposition. It 
appeared that Clinton had resigned himself to going back 
to Bush’s position: namely, to view Bosnia as a European 
issue which the Europeans must sort out on their own. 


But Yeltsin’s Russia made a move: Foreign Minister 
Kozyrev toured the Western capitals and the Balkans in 
an attempt to show that Moscow can succeed where 
others fail, and is capable of playing the international 
role of a great power. 


U.S. adherence to the initiative has prevented Bosnia 
from becoming an exclusively European or exclusively 
Russian problem. 

In fact the result achieved shows that what Moscow took 


upon itself was the task of mediating between the U.S. 
and European theories. 
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Now we will see if the five-sided plan promoted by 
Moscow will be more successful than previous plans. 
But, in any event, it is clear that the Yugoslav disaster 
does not only produce massacres. It also produces the 
paradox that the management of conflicts is back in the 
hands of the two “great powers,” like in the old days of 
the cold war. European impotence, which has lasted 
three years, has turned into U.S impotence— 
Washington is only too pleased to wash its hands of it; it 
is understandable that Russia wants to show the world 
that it is able to fill the political vacuum which has arisen 
in the Balkans. Following the USSR’s collapse, it is a 
“great power” in a manner of speaking. As Fontaine 
wrote, “it is a great power traveling first class with a 
second-class ticket.”” But it is heir to the Soviet Union in 
the Security Council, and at the Vancouver summit 
Ci.aton offered it an explicit partnership plus $1.6 
billion. For the United States it represents the last hope 
of shoring up the landslide of European and Asian 
equilibriums from the Danube to the Sea of Japan. If the 
EEC is incapable of handling the Yugoslav crisis, if it 
opposes U.S. atiempts, then it is mght that the Russians 
should have a go. 


Of course, the Russian attempt may also not succeed. If 
Moscow fails in its turn, what will happen in Bosnia? 
The prediction is that the massacre which has been going 
on for more than two years will continue, with the risk 
that the local, interethnic conflict will become Bal- 
kanized and internationalized. People say that Yugoslav 
micronationalisms have erupted here. And indeed, all 
the Balkan nationalisms have already discharged their 
tension here. Croatia is in favor of a Croatian-Muslim 
coalition, yet it maintains secret contacts with the Serbs 
with a view to a possible dividing up of Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. Albania’s official policy is prudence, yet in 
secret it favors Kosovo's claims. Hungary is concerned 
for the Magyar minorities in Vojvodina and it provides 
moral support for the Croats, which irritates the Serbs. 
Bulgaria was among the first to recognize Macedonian 
independence and is suspected of dreaming of a “greater 
Bulgaria,” like in the past. Romania shares with Serbia 
the problem of a Hungarian minority in its territory and 
does not deny Belgrade its support. 


The internationalization of the conflict can also be seen 
in the behavior of the Westerners who are playing ou! the 
nationalism of their old politics of influence in the area. 
Germany has openly sided with Croatia and Slovenia. 
France has sided with Serbia. Greece fears Macedonian 
independence, which might bring its borders into dis- 
pute; it has vetoed EC recognition, and it opposes 
Turkish penetration into Muslim areas. European oppo- 
sition to the Clinton plan to arm the Muslims was due to 
suspicion that the United States wanted to favor Turkey, 
which was already favored by the Gulf war and the 
Soviet breakup, and which is often accused of aspiring to 
an “Ottoman renaissance.” So the question is being 


asked whether Russia's appearance on the scene will not 
complicate this game of influences even further, to the 
advantage of the Southern Slavs, i.e. the Serbs. 








Kozyrev says he has great hopes of Russian success, thanks 
to the support of the Europeans “who are consistently 
involved in this area, whereas the Americans come and go 
from so far away.” But it remains to be seen whether the 
SEC wil with 0 cunpens Gis enw sian which i ast et 

known, although it seems bound to end in a new UN 


Russian line is very different from the U.S. line which called 
for strong military pressure on the Serbs. If it became 
overtly pro-Serb, it would clash with the Owen plan already 
adopted by the United Nations, recently rejected by the 
Bosnian Serbs, and on whick the Europeans cannot renege 


So there is much trepidation to see how Russia will move in 
the former Yugoslavia. This is its debut as a great power 
capabie of playing an international role after the collapse of 
the USSR, and there are many reasons to think it will move 
with prudence. Moscow, in fact, cannot worsen relations 
with the United States; it is in its interests to limit a conflict 
in which it could get involved. If the war spreads to 
Macedonia and Bulgaria, traditionally “Slav brothers,” or if 
it leads to pro-Muslim Turkish intervention in answer to a 
total Serbian victory, it would be difficult for it not to 
intervene. But it cannot run this risk in its present condi- 
tion, especially with the Caucasus having already turned 
into a powder keg. So one can imagine that it will try to 
avoid being hit by the full force of a Balkan crisis which 
could turn into a Russian crisis. 


Many commentators, however, are wondering how come 
Russia has decided to run the risk of such a difficult 
mediation, when even America has given up. One 
hypothesis is that Yeltsin needs a spectacular success on 
the international scene to balance his internal crises. 
Another hypothesis is that he wants to show that his 
Russian Federation is capable of handling its Soviet 
inheritance by taking center stage once more as a great 
power. After the Vancouver summit, a phase of “com- 
petitive subordination” toward the United States has 
been noticed in Soviet [as published] foreign policy. In 
the Security Council on 11 May, Russia started saying 
“no” again (over the Cypmis issue). That had not hap- 
pened for years, which makes one think that after the 
December 1991 collapse, a season of “greater Russian” 
ambitions is about to start again. 


Apart from this hypothesis, the Yugoslav issue is con- 
tinuing to show how deep the EEC crisis is. The British, 
French, and Spanish are taking part in the collective plan 
launched yesterday as individual nations. But the EEC 
does not appear in it. That leads one to the bitter 
conclusion that alongside the two great powers moving 
together, European discord is preventing Europe from 
moving like a “third great power.” The Danes are not 
wrong to vote yes to a limited Europe, with no common 
foreign or common defense policies. After all, Bosnia 
shows that they do not exist. 
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Fabbri Rebuts Criticism of Armed Forces Role 


PM2605 112893 Miian IL GIORNALE in Italian 
25 May 93 p 13 


{Letter from Defense Minister Fabio Fabbri to IL GIOR- 
NALE: “Let Us Stop Underestimating Ourselves; Our 
Soldiers Are Not Amateurs””} 


[Text] Dear Sir, 


It is always with the greatest interest that I read and 
listen to the opinions of General Luigi Callegaris, who 
has been writing for your newspaper for some weeks now 
on issues of primary importance connected with secu- 
rity, defense, and life in the Armed Forces. It is my 
esteem and appreciation of him and his work as a 
journalist which prompts me to offer a few reasoned 
replies to his article “The Nonexistent Legion” which 
was published in IL GIORNALE on Friday 21 May. 


1. There is not, nor has there ever been, any “insistence 
On Our part on sending our troops to Bosnia, even when 
the scenario was at its most dangerous and difficult.” 


I have had occasion to inform parliament that it is too 
easy to build yourself a shiny and fancifully interven- 
tionist target just to be able to shoot at it at whim. We 
have always pointed out that the hypothesis of a land 
force expedition to Bosnia not preceded by explicit 
acceptance—by everybody involved—of the Vance- 
Owen peace plan has never been considered by anyone, 
not even by our allies; that, even in a case of this nature, 
an Italian presence is ruled out for as long as the UN 
position against direct involvement of any country 
directly bordering on the former Yugoslavia remains in 
force. I added that, if the United Nations were to 
reconsider this position, the question of our taking part 
in the peace mission, at the request of the United 
Nations and our allies, would be submitted by the 
government to parliament's verdict. 


The same criteria will dictate our conduct if the peace 
mission involves the protection of Bosnia’s “safe 
havens,” again with a UN mandate. I also pointed out 
that the task which Italy has already taken upon itself, 
and which it will also stand by in the future, is to act as 
a “base camp.” Is this, too, rash interventionism? 


2. On our desire for a “Foreign Legion”: My answer is 
simply that no such desire exists. Our “out of area” mis- 
sions, under UN mandate and in any case within the 
framework of multinational peace actions, are enacted using 
professional and conscript soldiers who receive widespread 
acclaim. It is not true that our intervention is tardy: We 
arrived in Somalia 36 hours after the Americans; we were 
the first in Mozambique, and indeed we are the only ones 
still there. Our preference is certainly for a more profes- 
sional defense force based, at least predominantly, on vol- 
unteers. But this plan and this need do not cancel out the 
truth: Our troops have behaved properly, valiantly, and with 
great professional ability everywhere; nor is true that we 
have been systematically excluded from command posts. In 
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short, of course we can and must do better, but it is unfair to 
say that what has been done is all inept, amateurish, and 
improvised. Unfortunately, today’s most popular sport, 
enthusiasm for self-flagellation and denigration, is conta- 
gious. 

It is this form of masochism which then leads us to bow to 
the biting irony of a member of the British Government, 
who maintained that the five Italian brigades for NATO 
only exist “on paper,” forgetting that our commitments 
within the framework of the Atlantic Alliance are for 1995. 


3. The new defense model and law on volunteers: We can 
agree that in parliament things are not going as fast as 
they should. This is an in-depth reform, however, and it 
is too easy to call the current close examination mere 
chatter. Indeed, it is significant that an expert of Calle- 
garis’ worth recognizes that “everything is almos\ ready 
for Italy to possess forces commensurate with its tasks, 
an unprecedented event in our country’s history.” 


4. Is it really true that the Defense Ministry has been 
without any real policy for a long time? I would point out, 
first of all, that the Defense Ministry shares in defining 
and—within its terms of reference—implementing the 
country’s foreign policy. At the risk of appearing to be an 
uncritical defender of my predecessors, | would add that the 
presence of our troops abroad has never been totally 
divorced from political aims. Our presence in Albania and 
Somalia is linked to the need to encourage stabilization in 
two countries toward which we have historical responsibil- 
ities. In Mozambique, on the other hand, the link with Italy 
springs from the and tenacious action which 

promoted and conducted a difficult operation 
of mediation and pacification. 


Mancino, France’s Pasqua Discuss Fight Against 
Drugs 


PM2605 115093 Milan IL GIORNALE in Italian 
25 May 93 p 9 


[Paolo Romani report: “Rome-Paris Antidrug Axis”) 


[Text] Paris—The new drug routes are many and vari- 
able, and extremely difficult to monitor. A real puzzle for 
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Western Europe's police forces, which are finding it 
impossible to draw a precise map of drug trafficking. and 
so they cannot set up effective ways of fighting . This 
was the problem around which talks held in Pans 
between Italian Intenor Minister Nicola Mancino and 
Charles Pasqua, his French counterpart, centered. The 
aim: To coordinate the two police forces’ actions better, 
not only in neutralizing drug trafficking, but also. and 
above all, in fighting against its corollary, namely laun- 
dering money. 

The meeting yesterday was the first between the two 
ministers. Pasqua has been in office less than two 
months, taking Socialist Pau! Quiles’ place at the begin- 
ning of April, after the histonc defeat of the Lett in the 
French political elections on 21-28 March 


The problem of the new drug trafficking routes 1s. for the 
time being, the one causing the most concern to the 
vanious Evropean Community governments: The (om- 
munity conference at ministenal level duc to meet in 
Rome at the end of this week (27-28 May) will de 
devoted to this topic. So one can understand the usetu! 
ness of preliminary contacts between Mancino and Pas- 
qua: Within a European context, Italy and France have 
to face very similar situations in terms of organized 
crime; and Paris 1s concerned at the infiltration of the 
Mafia, the Camorra [Naples mafia}. and the “Ndrangheta 
{Calabria mafia] into Southern France The recent 
“green sea’ operation which led to the arrest © 
{Camorra boss] Michele Zaza confirmed that the honor 
able society and its Calabrian and Neapolitan “sisters” 
have now extended their tentacles to the (ote d Azur 


The French are also concerned at the possible conse- 
quences of the recent referendum on drugs in Italy 
Yesterday, Mancino made every effort to reassure Pas. 
qua, explaining that while new legislation will not allow 


the incrimination of those taking drugs, sanctions for 
dealers will remain, and wil! be even harsher 


Before meeting with his French colleague in Paris, the 
Italian minister paid a visit, yesterday morning. & 
Interpol headquarters in Lyon, where he presented the 
new clectronic project known as “Teledrug” whereby 
police bodies can access all useful data in the light 
against drug trafficking in real time 
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Over Half of Public Favor Military Role in Bosnia 


PM2405 150593 Barcelona LA VANGUARDIA in 
Spanish 17 May 93 p 18 


{Unattributed Report: “Over Half of Spanish People 
Favor Military Intervention in Bosnia”) 


[Excerpts] Fifty-two percent of the Spanish public, as 
against 34.7 percent [who disapprove], approve of a 
military intervention in Bosnia by Western troops under 
a UN mandate in order to end the conflict, according to 
the opinion poll conducted for LA VANGUARDIA by 
the Opina Institute Inc. last Monday, Tuesday, and 
Wednesday, with a sample of 2,000 people. The level of 
those undecided on this issue is 12.8 percent. 


Galicia is the autonomous community most in favor of 
an intervention (60.6 percent), followed by Madrid (54.6 
percent), Catalonia (53.1 percent), Andalusia (50.4 per- 
cent), and the Basque Country (46.2 percent). 


In terms of age groups, it is the young people, from 18 to 
24 years of age, who with 66.8 percent are most in favor 
of military action to end the conflict in the former 
Yugoslavia, followed by the group of those aged between 
25 and 34 (62.6 percent), 59.9 percent of those aged 
between 35 and 49, and those aged between 50 and 64 
(46 percent). It 1s the oldest—those over 64 years of 
age—who least agree (35.2 percent) with that action. 
Likewise, men, with 58.1 percent, exceed women (47 


percent). [passage omitted] 


Out of those who are tm favor of Western forces inter- 
vening militarily in the former Yugoslavia in order to 
end the military conflict under a UN mandate, 87.1 
percent believe that Spanish forces should take pari, and 
only 9.3 percent believe that they should not. In this 
case, the level of those undecided stands at 3.5 percent. 


Among this group of people who accept military inter- 
vention, it is the Andalusians who are most in favor 
(86.1 percent) of the Spanish forces’ participation, fol- 
lowed by the people of Madrid (88.4 percent), the 
Catalonians (85.5 percent), the Galicians (85 percent), 
and the Basques (84.3 percent). [passage omitted] 


Farmers Protest Attacks by French Counterparts 


LD2105201193 Madrid RNE-1 Radio Network in 
Spanish 1800 GMT 21 May 93 


[Excerpts] Spanish farmers today reacted to the actions 
of French farmers. On the roads in France farmers are 
stopping and unloading Spanish products. This war 
against Spanish fruit and vegetables has already caused 
the loss of billions [of pesetas]. Outside French-owned 
hypermarkets groups of farmers have promised that if 
things continue in this way they may go as far as doing 
the same thing here in Spain. There have been protests 
outside French businesses in Pamplona, Lerida, Valen- 
cia, and Alicante, to give some examples. And from 
Huelva, where the strawberry exporters are suffering 
because of the anger of the French farmers, they came to 


Madnd and chose the French Embassy. Emilio Mann 
now reports, but first listen to what the farmers’ organi- 
zations chanted outside the entrance to the mission, very 
close to the Puerta de Alcala [in Madnd]: 


[Begin recording of crowd chanting] France no! Spain 
yes! France no! Spain yes! [end recording} 


[Marin] The destruction and burning by French farmers 
of Spanish trucks carrying strawberries is costing the 
sector between five billion and 10 billion pesetas. In view 
of this situation, some 800 farmers, most of whom had 
come from Huelva, a province which provides 95 per- 
cent of the production, demonstrated outside the French 
Embassy in Madrid. They handed a letter of protest to 
the French ambassador. [passage omitted] 


The representatives of the Farmers’ Coordinating Com- 
mittee, the Young Farmers Association, the Small 
Farmers’ Union, and producers have called on the 
Spanish administration to intervene with the French 
Government and the EC. Similar actions took place in 
other cities in Spain. 


King Juan Carlos I Visit to Bulgaria 
WA2505 142593 


For reportage on the visit by King Juan Carlos I to 
Bulgaria, including reports on his talks with Bulgarian 
President Zhelyu Zhelev and his speech to the Bulgarian 
National Assembly, please see the Bulgaria section of the 
25 May East Europe DAILY REPORT and subsequent 
issues. 


Poll Shows People’s Party Ahead Before "Black 
Friday’ 

PM2405 131093 Madrid ABC in Spanish 15 May 93 
p 23 


(Unattributed report: “People’s Party Outstripped 
Spanish Socialist Workers Party in Voting Intentions 
Before ‘Black Friday’ of Government's Economic 
Policy™] 

[Text] Madrid—The People’s Party held a | percent lead 
over the PSOE [Spanish Socialist Workers Party] in the 
voting intentions percentages 10 days from the start of 
the election campaign, according to a Gruppo opinion 
poll for ABC. The 35.1 percent attributed to Jose Marna 
Aznar’s political party and the 34.1 percent for Felipe 
Gonzalez’ party leave them both far from an absolute 
majority and in a correlation of forces of virtual dead- 
lock which, if the situation remains like this 6 June, 
would necessitate secking pacis or coalitions with others 
in order to govern. According to the poll, the distribution 
of seats would be between 140 and 150 for the People’s 
Party and 134 and 147 for the PSOE. 


The poll, conducted with a sample of 5,000 interviews 
held 8-11 May, confirms the trends of the past few 
months. The People’s Party is continuing upward, 
totaling 35.1 percent, which represents a 9 percent mse 
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on its 26 percent at the last election. For its pari, the 
PSOE is continuing downhill, and falls to 34.1 percent, 
after approaching 40 percent of the votes in 1989. 


The pocket of undecided, although decreasing, is still 
large, and Gruppo puts it at 27.7 percent. The poll agrees 
with those which have appeared over the past few 
months in forecasting a 3 percent rise for the United Left 
and the disappearance as a parliamentary political force 
of the Democratic and Social Center, which does not 
exceed 2 percent and is very far from the 8 percent of the 
previous election. 

The nationalist vote remains stable, although with a 
slight downward trend of 0.20 percent for CiU [Conver- 
gence and Union], and the same difference in the case of 
the PNV [Basque Nationalist Party], but in the other 
direction. Among the regionalist forces, the Canary 
Islands groups are surging ahead, while the Valencian 
Union, the Aragonese Regionalist Party, and the 
Andalusian Party could lose ground. On the other hand, 
Pedro Pacheco’s splinter group has a chance of winning 
a seat. 


The pro-Basque Homeland and Liberty coalition Hern 
Batasuna retains the same voting intentions, and the 
Catalonian separatists of the Republican Left of Cata- 
lonia could rise far enough to regain the seat they held in 
previous legislative terms. 

In terms of distribution of seats, the poll forecasts that 
the PSOE could lose between 28 and 41 deputies out of 
the 175 which it secured in 1989. For the People’s Party, 
an increase of between 33 and 43 members of parliament 
on the 107 of the previous election is forecast. 


The United Left is heading for an increase of 10 or 12 
seats, clearly becoming the third politica! force, now well 
ahead of CiU, which has one of the 18 deputies whom it 
secured in 1989 in danger. On the other hand, the PNV's 
improvement in its position allows the Basque national- 
ists of Arzallus’ party to cherish the hope of having one 
or two more representatives in the Congress elected than 
the five it had four years ago. 


The poll's results suggest the difficulties of either of the 
two main parties in forming a solid majority in order to 
govern without relying on more than one partner. The 
total sum of PSOE and United Left deputies reaches an 
overall majority only in the event of their both suc- 
ceeding in achieving the higher number of seats in their 
respective ranges. 

The possible coalitions of Socialists and nationalists or 
of the People’s Party and nationalists would have to 
govern in 4 minority, with a very similar number of 
deputies to that which Adolfo Suarez had in the days of 
the transition. 


The poll includes a question about the kind of coalition 
which the interviewees prefer, to which a third say that 
they do not want coalitions of any kind. A government 
pact between the PSOE and the United Lefi is approved 
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by only 24 percent, followed by an alliance between the 
People’s Party and the nationalists with 13 percent. A 
coalition between Socialists and nationalists is preferred 
by 7.7 percent, and a PSOE/People’s Party coalition by 9 
percent. 


With respect to the assessment of the political leaders. 
Felipe Gonzalez remains ahead of Jose Maria Aznar. 
The prime minister receives a good or very good rating 
from 30 percent of the interviewees. For 35.8 percent, it 
is fair, and for 21 19 percent [figure as published], it is 
bad or very bad. 


Jose Maria Aznar «s improving his image among the 
electorate. 


Anguita: United Left-PSOE Pact ‘Very Unlikely’ 
PM2505 114293 Madrid ABC in Spamsh 16 May 93 
pp 17-19 


{Interview with United Left Coordinator General Julho 
Anguita by Isabel San Sebastian; place, date not given) 


een = [passage omitted] [San Sebastian] Would you 
after the election to share the government 
* the PSOE [Spanish Socialist Workers Party], as 
happened in the municipal councils in 1979 oF as is 
happening now in the Community of Madnd” 


[Anguita] The support for Leguina in Madrid and for other 
candidates elsewhere was decided on following an extensive 
debate and as a result of the fact that we believed two years 
ago that nobody at the grass roots would understand our 
helping the People’s Party by standing aside, something, 
moreover, that could be used in due course by the gentlemen 
in power in order to attribute to us a pact with the nght 
(which indeed we made later in the Congress in order to 
demand committees of enquiry, which is a disgrace for the 
PSOE). However, in this case we are confronted with the 
state, foreign policy, the EC, and NATO, and we do not 
agree. We are confronted with economic policy. and we do 
not agree. We are confronted with the policy on freedoms or 
justice, and we do not agree. It is very unlikely that there 
could be agreement between the United Left and the PSOE’ 


[San Sebastian] What if the case is repeated, so that a 
People’s Party government could come about through 
your standing aside? 


{[Anguita] The United Left leadership will meet and 
decide, but nobody should feel too bound by precedents 
in this case. 


{San Ser. _ven if you are pressed by distinguished 
envoys of the government and the PSOE? 


{[Anguita}] Witness my attitude to the events which have 
occurred this week. I believe that, in view of the 


resounding failure of what, in my opinion, seemed to be 
an intercession, few people will be left with a desire to 
make secret pacts or deals lacking openness. 
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[San Sebastian} Felipe Gonzalez has cited you as an 
insurmountable obstacle to any pact. If you yourself were 
the sole or final obstacle to an understanding, would you 
be prepared to quit? 


[Anguita] I occupy this chair because what I say conveys 
what the majority believe. If > 2 ae organization, con- 
fronted with a proposal, decided after discussing and 
voting that I was an obstacle, | would obviously quit. 


[San Sebastian} Would it be easier for you to reach 
agreements with the PSOE’s so-called Guerraist sector? 


[Anguita] We are talking here about organizations—not 
individuals or alleged “sectors.” 


[San Sebastian] Do you not believe that there are sectors 
within the PSOE which do not share [Minister of 
Economy and Finance] Solchaga’s policy? 

[Anguita] When somebody disagrees with the policy 
conducted in his organization, he leaves. 

[San Sebastian] What is your opinion of the PSOE/ 
United Left/Basque Nationalist Party alliance advocated 
by some people in the PSOE such as Enrique Mugica? 


[Anguita] With what program? 
[San Sebastian] Should it be that of the United Left? 


[Anguita} It should be a synthesis program, ratified by 
everybody. 


[San Sebastian] Could a United Left headed by the 
moderate sector personified by Nicolas Sartorius lead 
the coalition to a government pact? 


[Anguita] All I know #s that the latest reports, approved 
by virtually all the comrades, say that an understanding 
is impossible unless there is an 180-degree change in 
economic policy. 

[San Sebastian] Do not the strike law, the new proposals 
on unemployment policy, and so forth not reflect thet 
change” 


[Anguita] Until the PSOE spokesman tells me that it 1s 
abandoning making the labor market more flexibie, 
unrestricted dismissal, and the elimination of the proce- 
dure prior to crisis proceedings in enterprises, I can see 
no change. [passage omitted] 


Poll Shows Socialists 1% Ahead of People’s Party 


PM2105 130493 Barcelona LA VANGUARDIA in 
Spanish 16 May 93 pp 20-23 


{Unattributed report: “Spanish Socialist Workers Party 
Leads People's Party by | Percent”) 


[Excerpts] Less than a week from the official start of the 
election campaign, the PSOE [Spanish Socialist Workers 
Party} has slightly reversed the downward trend shown 
in previous opinion polls and would be the party which 
would win the election if it were held today, since it is | 
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percent ahead of the People’s Party (36.6 percent, as 
against 35.7 percent), according to an opinion poll 
conducted by the Opina Institute for LA VAN- 
GUARDIA Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday of this 
week. The fieldwork for this poll was carried out before 
the devaluation of the peseta occurred and the April rise 
in unemployment and inflation became known, so it 
does not reflect those results’ impact on the public. 
Likewise, the level of the undecided is still 36.9 percent, 
and this confirms that the election's outcome could 
change substantially. 


It emerges from the poll results that Felipe Gonzalez’ 
entry into the election campaign and Baltasar Garzon’s 
inclusion as number two on the PSOE’s list for Madrid 
have been a shot in the arm for the Socialists, since the 
trends noted in previous polls have been reversed. Thus, 
all the items in the poll, especially all those concerning 
the figure of “onzalez, who becomes again the most 
highly rated politician, reflect this upward trend for the 
PSOE and a slight decline for the People's Party. 


The coalition led by Julio Anguita wins 10 percent of 
voting intentions—a percentage which shows an appre- 
ciable downward irend for the United Left compared 
with previous polls conducted for LA VANGUARDIA 
in March (11.7 percent) and April (i! percent). The 
Catalonian nationalists—CiU (Convergence and 
Union}—continue to have percentages slightly above 5 
percent. The Democratic and Social Center shows a rise 
which is slight (2 percent) but enough for it to win a seat 
(1.7 percent in March and | percent in April). The 
Basque Nationalist Party stays at 1.4 percent, a per- 
centage which shows very slight vanation with respect to 
the previous polls. 


In terms of definite votes—citizens who already openly 
state whom they will vote for—the changes with respect 
to the previous polls are also significant, although the 
undecided figure stays at 36 percent. In the case of the 
PSOE, citizens who say that they would vote for it now 
total as much as 22.6 percent (17 percent in March and 
16.3 percent in April). Likewise, 18.8 percent of the 
interviewees have decided to vote for the People's Party 
(19.1 percent in March and 23.4 percent in April). The 
United Left seems, albeit slightly, to have felt the effects 
of its internal friction, since it falls from 6 percent of the 
definite votes in previous polls to 5.2 percent. [passage 
omitted] 


The differences between the PSOE and the People's 
Party increase in the former's favor when the inter- 
viewees are asked which party they believe will win the 
election. Thus, the Socialists reach the highest score in 
this poll—56.9 percent (42.3 percent in March and 50.5 
percent in April}—with the reverse situation in the 
People’s Party, which falls to 15.3 percent (17.6 percent 
in March and 23.7 percent in April). But the differences 
are not so great when the respondents are asked which 
party they would like to win the election, although the 
PSOE reaches its highest score with 30.1 percent (22.2 
percent in March and 24 percent in April), and the 
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People’s Party wins an intermediate percentage—23.9 
percent (22.2 percent in March and 26.3 percent in 
April). The level of undecided on both questions is under 
30 percent. 


In Catalonia, 60 percent of the interviewees believe that 
the PSOE will win the election, and 13.3 percent believe 
that the People’s Party will do so. However, when the 
question is which party they would like to win, 27.6 
percent say the PSOE, 16.5 percent opt for CiU, and 14.3 
percent for the People’s Party. 


It is important to emphasize that in the group of citizens 
who have not yet decided how to vote, 18.5 percent state 
that they will definitely not vote for the People’s Party, 
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9.7 percent say that they will not vote for the PSOE, and 
Foy SORE SR ik Chey See eas as Sr ae eee 


It emerges from the foregoing results that no option 
could govern on its own, but the public maintains the 
tendencies displayed in previous polis, and 23 percent 
show themselves in favor of a single party governing 
(21.5 percent in March and 19.7 percent in April). 


The hypothetical coalition of the PSOE with the United 


Left is still at 16 percent (17 percent in the previous 
polls), while the option of the PSOE with CiU shows a 
gradual increase (5.8 percent in March, 7.5 percent in 
April, and 8.3 percent in May). It is the Catalonians who 
show themselves most in favor of this hypothesis (26 
percent). [passage omitted] 
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Denmark 
Visit by H Prime Minister 
Reportage on by Hungarian 


Addresses Hungarians in Copenhagen 
LD2305202893 Budapest MTI in English 2002 GMT 
23 May 93 


[Text] Copenhagen, May 23 (MTI)}—Hungarian Prime 
Minister Jozsef Antall, who arrived for an official visit to 
Denmark on Sunday [23 May], discussed Hungary's 
political situation, and his government's security policy 
targets in a speech delivered to Hungarians living in 
Denmark, on Sunday evening. 


Antall said the government's main security policy goal is 
to restore the country’s security as soon as possible. This 
implies membership in the European Community, the 
establishment of as close as possible relations with 
NATO, and for Hungary to play a stabilizing role in its 
direct vicinity. 


Begins Talks With Counterpart 


LD2405 194193 Budapest MTV Television Network in 
Hungarian 1800 GMT 24 May 93 


[Excerpts] Talks between the prime ministers of Den- 
mark and Hungary began this afternoon. [Hungarian 
Prime Minister] Jozsef Antall arrived in Copenhagen 
yesterday. He spent the evening in the company of 
Hungarians living in Denmark. [passage omitted] 


The Hungarian prime minister held a press briefing late 
this afternoon. Among the things he said about his talks 
was the following: 


[Begin Antall recording] We are very anxious that the 
countries of Eastern Europe should not be treated as a 
block; as well as being seen globally as part of the region, 
the countries concerned need to be examined according 
to their capabilities. Consequently, we accept the appro- 
priate conditions. However, Hungary would like to 
achieve full membership [in the EC] in this decade. The 
integration of this East-Central European region is not 
only in our interest, but of the western part of Europe, 
too. [end recording] 


Calls For Action in Yugoslavia 


LD2405195693 Budapest MT] in English 1936 GMT 
24 May 93 


[Text] Copenhagen, May 24 (MTI}—The West and 
Russia should make a concerted approach to Yugoslavia 
because their ambiguous and irresolute policies to date 
have greatly contributed to the escalation of the crisis, 
Hungarian Prime Minister Jozsef Antall told reporters in 
Copenhagen on Monday. Earlier today, Antall held talks 
with Danish Prime Minister Poul Nyrup Rasmussen. 


The sides shared the view that the Vance-Owen peace 
plan had been removed from the agenda, and that a new 
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timetable should be compiled to give peace a chance. It 
remains to be seen whether appropriate control cana be 
exercised over the Bosnian-Serbian border, and the idea 
of safe havens can be realized, they said. 


Both Denmark and Hungary the hope that 2 
new peace plan would be viable. They agreed that, for the 
time being, the embargo should be kept in force. 


Antall st-essed that the European Community should 
stop handling the East Central European countries as a 
bloc, after a global survey of the region, it should judge 
them one by one. 

The region's integration is in the interests of Western 
Europe because the spread of social-welfare problems 
cannot be stopped by a new economic iron curtain, 
Antall went on. 


The Hungarian prime minister proposed that the EC 
should set up new bodies, extending veterinary control to 
the boundaries of its associate members. 

Everyone stressed the need for greater bilateral economic 
ties and cooperation in ex-Soviet republic markets. 


Notes Danish Support for EC Membership 


LD2505175893 Budapest MTI in English 1703 GMT 
25 May 93 


{Text] Copenhagen, May 25—‘Denmark supports the 
earliest possible approval by all member states of the 
associate agreement between the European Community 
and Hungary, and it contacted Portugal's Government 
late on Monday to speed up ratification.” 

This was reported by Hungarian Prime Minisier Jozsef 
Antall at his press conference at the residence of the 
Hungarian ambassador to Copenhagen, before leaving 
Denmark. 


Antall appreciated the way that his Danish partners 
supported stronger Hungarian-NATO relations. This 
matters as Denmark, like Hungary, is one of the most 
committed believers in the Atlantic idea, the difference 
being that Denmark is a member of NATO. 


On possible dates for full membership of the EC, Antall 
said he has participated in preparatory talks for four 
years, but no concrete date has ever been mentioned. 
Antall said that, in his personal view, “realistically, we 
should look upon this decade as the one in which 
Hungary can win full membership.” 


EFTA [European Free Trade Association] countries will 
obviously join before Hungary, but talks should begin. 
Duration could depend on the Maastricht process's 
speed, but Hungary also needs time to prepare, Antall 
said. 


The prime minister said his conviction is that there is 
almost full consensus in Hungarian political life as 
regards membership. In Antall’s view, neither early 





negotiations, nor the mood of the Hungarian public 
would justify holding a referendum. 

“There is no alternative to membership, probable disad- 
vantages are far overshadowed by the disadvantages we 
would suffer, were we to be ‘left out’,” Antall said. 
Hungary's prime minister said the notion of associate 
membership does not, as yet, exist in NATO. He also saw 
it as difficult, formally, for NATO to provide more 
effective guarantees for Hungary, as a preliminary 
approval frora the governments of each member state 
would be needed for that. 


On the other hand, a formulation, whereby “NATO 
would not be indifferent, in the case of a possible attack 
against Hungary” indicates that the organization's 
sphere of interests goes beyond the borders of its 
member states. 


Summing up, Antal! said NATO must define the degree 
to which it accepts obligations, and Russia should also be 
convinced that it will not be endangered if NATO 
boundaries are extended. 


Finland 


* Changed Threat Scenario for Coastal Regiment 


93ENO0483A Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in 
Finnish 22 Apr 93 p B 3 


[Article by Kan Kiuru: “Missing Menace Marks Military 
Maneuvers”] 


[Text] The Suomenlinna Coastal Regiment's military 
reserve maneuvers have not progressed as usual, as they 
took place this week at the coast and in the archipelago of 
Porvoo rural district. Usually the reservists are told in 
advance who the enemy is. Now, the foe, dressed in 
yellow and other colors, did not come as a threat from 
Central Europe, or any other direction. 


“The purpose of these exercises is not to play war games, 
but to train the reservists and personne! on active duty 
for times of crisis. We are living with a current situation 
which includes, for instance, the crisis in the Balkans,” 
was how Lieutenant Colonel Hanno Strand described the 
purpose of the military reserve maneuvers. 


Strand also notes that environmental protection has 
been considered in connection with the Coastal Artillery 
exercises. The artillery used two target sectors. In their 
vicinity was a nature reserve. Fourteen reservists had 
also been placed on Soderskar lighthouse island. A 
research station belonging to the Research Center for 
Game and Fishing Industries is located on Soderskar. 


“I was in contact with them today. I was told that we had 
not disturbed the researchers, nor have they bothered 
us,” Strand assured us on Wednesday [21 April]. 


The information path to the birds has not been as open. 
The eciders, busy with migration and nesting, and other 
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Seven hundred reservists received mobilization orders 
for the exercises. Of these, 140 men had more important 
things to. ad to. In connection with the initial exam- 
ination, | reservists were sent home immediately for 
medical reasons. Strand judged the number of men 
receiving reprieve as fairly large. People who are 
employed are not as eager to participate in reservist 
maneuvers as they previously were. 


One man who was mobilized would have liked to stay for 
seven days, in order to earn his corporal chevron. Kan 
Helenius from Vantaa was also concerned with how his 
military career was developing. 

“It has been 26 years since my last reserve exercises. I'd 
better hurry up if I'm to become lance sergeant,” mused 
Helenius. 


Gunner Jorma Tampio, a reservist from Kerava, also 
expected promotion. He had completed his obligatory 
military service in 1976. Tampio and Helenius charac- 
terized their stay at the point of Emasalo as retraining. 
During their initial basic training, both men had learned 
tasks which are not required in modern artillery. 

Both Tampio and Helenius found a positive note in the 
increased pay scale. 


Helenius used to make one markka a day. Now the pay 1s 
19.50 markkas. When Tampio was a conscript, a two- 
week paycheck did not exceed 60 markkas. 


Iceland 


— Brundtland Visits; Welcomes Danish 
ote 

PM2405170093 Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
21 May 93 p 3 


{Unattributed report: “Brundtland in Iceland”) 


[Text] It was only the weather gods who protested when 
Gro Harlem Brundtland began a three-day official visit 
to Iceland on Wednesday [19 May]. 


Stable ties between Norway and Iceland are even closer 
after the Norwegian decision to resume whaling. Gro 
Harlem Brundtland is very welcome. 


For now, Iceland is probably the safest place for visits by 
the Norwegian prime minister, with a total absence of 
angry whaling protests. 


The main headline in Iceland's largest newspaper was 
Norway's Steinar Bastesen’s call for larger whale quotas. 
MORGUNINBLADID also contained speculation 
about when Iceland itself will start whaling. In Iceland 
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Gro Hariem Brundtland rejected suggestions that 
hunting for minke whale will have any effect on Norwe- 
gian EC membership. “It is not a threatened species,” 
she said. 


It was Prime Minister David Oddsson who received his 
Norwegian counterpart. Oddsson also accompanied her on 
a trip to parliament: A visit to Thingvellir, where the 
Icelanders established their independence and created their 
form of government with Althing meetings beginning in 930 
AD, was the first item on the program for the visit late on 
Wednesday. Both prime ministers made short statements 
commenting on the Danish “yes” to Maastricht in Tues- 
day's [18 May] referendum. Harlem Brundtland noted it 
with satisfaction, even though she believes that its effects in 
Norway must not be exaggerated. 


The Norwegian prime minister's visit will continue with 
political talks between the prime ministers and between 
Harlem Brundtland and her Social Democratic party 
colleagues. Harlem Brundtland will also meet President 
Vigdis Finnbogadottir and visit several of Iceland's 
sights before she returns home on Saturday [29 May]. 


Norway 


Holst Briefs Storting on Resumption of Whaling 
PM 2505162093 Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
19 May 93 p 2 


Eirik Ramberg report: “Whaling To Stari in June™} 


[Text] “Traditional whaling for minke whales will start 
around the end of the month. But first quotas must be 
allotted and inspectors trained,” Fisheries Minister Jan 
Henry T. Olsen announced after Foreign Minister Johan 
Jorgen Holst’s statement on whaling to the Storting 
yesterday. 


In total, Norwegian whalers will be abie to take 296 
minke whales this year—136 in scientific catches, while 
160 whales will be allocated for traditional whaling 
which has been at a standstill since 1986. The whalers 
think that the quotas: are much too low, while the 
Confederation of Norwegian Industries [NHO} fears the 
economic repercussions. 


“Whaling can begin as soon as the quotas have been 
allocated and public inspectors appointed for each ship. 
This should happen within less than two weeks. No 
definite date has been fixed,” the fisheries minister said. 


In his statement to the Storting Foreign Ministry Johan 
Jorgen Holst made it clear that the whaling issue 1s about 
a lot more than just whaies. 


“It 1s about the nght to exploit the natural resources 
available on a scientific and viable basis. For the Nor- 
wegian economy, which is based to a large extent on 
natural resources, this is a crucial principle which we 
cannot abandon,” Holst said. 
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ae eee ee ee ee eee 
whaling 1s defensible. Limited Norwegian 
whaling for minke whales does not threaten stocks. Holst 
also stressed that for Norway as a coastal state it 1s also 
important to achieve effective multiple-stock manage- 
ment of marine resources. 


In his statement the foreign minister made it very clear 
that the government “is not ready to give in to actions 
and sanctions.” He expressed understanding for the 
concern industry and commerce has expressed abou! the 
consequences of possible boycott actions, but stressed 
that the negative effects have so far been limited. 


All the parties in the Storting fully support the govern- 
ment’s position on this issue. But the government was 
criticized for inadequate information both to the 
Storting and to international public opinion. Conserva- 
tive Party leader Kaci Kullmann Five said that the 
government should have brefed the Storting last year 
before it made its advance announcement on the 
resumption of traditional whaling for minke whales. She 
also said that the information made available to inter- 
national public opinion should have been much better 
and that it now must be improved considerably. Progress 
Party leader Cari I. Hagen also said that advance infor- 
mation should have been better. 


Whaling Commissioner Jan Arvesen was greatly satis- 
fied after hearing Holst's statement from the diplomatic 
gallery in the Storting. 


“This was a historic Storting session. All parties backed 
this important decision on a matter of principle. This 
was much more uplifting than listening to the debates in 
Kyoto,” a happy Arvesen told AFTENPOSTEN. 


But among whalers happiness was mixed with disap- 
pointment yesterday. They were happy that the govern- 
ment has given the green light for traditional whaling for 
minke whales, but deeply disappointed at the low 
quotas. 


“In a way this was the worst possible thing the govern- 
ment could have done. The low quota is a real gifi to the 
opposition,” Steinar Bastesen, chairman of the Norwe- 
gian Association of Small Whale Catchers [Norges 
Smaakvalfangerlag}, said. 


He had been expecting a quota of around $00 animals. 


“The outcry from the opposition will be just as great 
whether we catch 300 or 800,” Bastesen told NORSK 
TELEGRAMBYRA. However, he said that the happ- 
ness over being able to catch whales again is the domi- 
nant emotion in whaling circles. 


The NHO spokesman on the issucs, National Fishing 
Industry Association leader Pal Kruger told AFTEN- 
POSTEN that he fears the economic effects of the 
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“But with the quota that has now been adopted our view 
that we should tread warmly on this issue have been taken 
senously.” 


Hoist Defends Whaling in Talks With EC's van 
den Broek 


PM2605 121093 Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
19 May 93 p 2 


[Morten Fyhn report: “Norwegian EC Offensive™} 


{Text] Brussels—Norway will ask the EC to remove 
minke whales from its list of threatened species and is 


recommending the reading of Johan Bojer's “The Last 
Viking.” Yesterday evening Johan Jorgen Hoist assured 
EC Commissioner Hans van den Brock that Norway is 
strongly against the hunting of threatened species. But 
the minke whale is not threatened, the foreign minister 
said, referring to the view of the International Whaling 
Commission's scientific committee. He therefore asked 
the EC to remove the minke whale from the forbidden 
list contained in its so-called habitat directive, a direc- 
tive which does not come into force until June. 


Holst had come direct from the Storting to Brussels for a 
visit that had long been planned, but he naturally took the 
opportunity to again defend Norway's position on whaling. 
The fact that Norway is trying to avoid possible negotiating 
problems connected with minke whales by asking the EC to 
change its view is new confirmation that Norway is adopting 
a very aggressive approach to this issue. This was also 
clearly to be seen when Holst made comments to the 
Norwegian press on statements by the British agnculture 
minister who has said that Norwegian whaling cannot be 
reconciled with Norwegian EC membership. 

“This is an excessive response from a minister. He ought 
instead to concentrate on tackling his own problems— 
British fox hunting, for example,” was Holst's comment, 
which will probably not go unnoticed in London. 


The foreign minister explained to van den Broek that 
Norwegian fishing and whaling have a very different and 
much greater significance in Norway than can be 
expressed in purely economic terms. In order to better 


understand Nor’. ings Holst recommended that 
Hans van den » vers in the EC should read 
Johan Bojer’s bi Last Viking.” However, it 
remains to be seen w r van den Broek will take 
Holst's advice. 


Holst was given a clear promise by van den Broek that 
Norway will have an opportunity to negotiate at minis- 
terial level with the EC's foreign ministers before the EC 
summit in Copenhagen. It had been thought that the EC 
did not think that the jations with Norway had 
made sufficient progress such negotiations to be 


useful. Hoist rejected this yesterday, saying that Norway 
is fully on a par with the other three applicant nations. 
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According to Hans van den Brock, the EC's negotzations 
with countnes applying for membership will not be 
completed for a year at least, perhaps even longer. 


Haavisto, Holst Discuss Whaling. EC 
PM2505 135093 Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
22 May 93 p A3 


{NORSK TELEGRAMBYRA report: “Hoist Had To 
Explain”) 

[Text] Foreign Minister Johan Jorgen Holst had to 
explain Norwegian whaling policy yet again when he was 
visited by his newly appointed Finnish counterpart, 
Heikki Haavisto, yesterday. 


Finland was the only Nordic country to actively oppose 
lifting the ban on whaling during the International 
Whaling Commission's annual meeting in Japan. After 
his meeting with Holst Haavisto said that Finland has 
problems in understanding Norway's decision. 


Heikki Haavisto was appointed foreign minister on 8 May, 
and the visit to Oslo was 4 pure courtesy visit. As well as 
whaling the foreign ministers discussed the two countnes’ 
common interests in the negotiations with the EC. 


“We now have quite similar positions in the EC negoti- 
ations, and therefore it was both natural and important 
to review the issues with Foreign Minister Holst,” 
Haavisto is a former opponent of the EC, but today 
naturally enough shares the government's position on 
the EC question. During his meeting with Holst 
Haavisto stressed that reg.ral and agnculture policy 
will be the most important and the most difficult issues 
in the negotiations with the EC. 


Defense Forces To Be Cut by 37 Percent by 2000 


LD2505 103993 Helsinki Suomen Yieisradio Network in 
Finnish 0900 GMT 25 May 93 


[Text] The Norwegian defense forces will be significantly 
curtailed. As far as the land forces are concerned, the 
cuts are the most extensive in recent history. By the year 
2000, the land forces will be reduced by 60,000 soldiers 
or over 37 percent. 


Correspondent] The Norwegian defence forces have to 
ace large cuts in all branches of the service. The arm us 
both to make savings and make defense more efficrent 

The commander of the Defense Forces, Admiral Torolf 
Rein, has on many occasions voiced his concern over the 
developments outlined by the goverment, fearing that 
these will lead to Norway possibly no longer having the 
defense forces necessary to defend the country after the 
year 2000. As far as the land forces are concerned, the 
planned cuts published yesterday are the mosi catensive 
in recent history. By the year 2000, the land forces wall be 
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reduced by 60,000 solders, ve. the Norwegian land 
forces will be reduced from 160,000 to 100,000 soldiers. 
The staff of the defense forces will be reduced by 2,700 


Major General Sven Sved of the land forces thinks that 
the cuts are extremely sweeping. 


|Sved om Norwegian fading into supernmmposed Finnish] 
it »s clear that we cannot defend this country more than 
one province at a ume. So far we have been prepared to 
maintain the defense against occupation in northern 
Norway, where the forces have been concentrated. This 
means that other parts of the country will have fewer 
land forces in future, says Maj. Gen. Sven Sved. How- 
ever, there will also be sweeping cuts in northern 
Norway. where the famous northern Norwegian brigade 
wil! disappear. This is Ulla-Mana Johansen in Oslo. 


° Use of Pilot Urged for Ships With ‘Dangerous 
Loads 


VIE N0463 Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
29 Apr 93 p6 


[Article by Rolf L. Larsen: “Pilot Duty for Ships With 
Dangerous Loads”—introductory paragraph in boldface 
as published] 


| Text) Ships with dangerous loads must have pilots along 
the whole coast. Ship captains must have a pilot's 
license-—waterway license—in certain areas. 


These are some of the most important measures a public 
working group has proposed to improve environmental 
security in Norwegian waterways. The group has worked 
for two years, and Tuesday [27 April] it presented it 
extensive report of over 400 pages. The report was 
delivered to Coastal Director Ole Vatnan. 


The group also proposes, among other things, these 
measures. large tankers and cargo ships must sail farther 
fromm Norwegian coasts. Such ship types of over 35,000 
dead weight tons must be advised to sail at least 35 
nautical miles from the coast. A limit of 5,000 tons must 
be set for transit sailing in coastal waters. During sailing 
from and to the sea, the path of least nsk must be used. 


Between 70 and 90 million kroner must be invested in sea 
surveying and in the development of new sea charts. About 
70 millon kroner for the development of new lighthouses 
and markers. Altogether, 250 millon kroner must be set 
aside to ensure safety along the Norwegian coast. 


Traffic supervising centers must be built for ship traffic 
in the Ociofjord and Rogaland. And this will require a 
further investment of 100 millon kroner. 


The Pilot More Important 


The working group puts great stress on the pilot's future 
role in navigation in Norwegian waters. “A regulation on 
the use of pilots must be established for the whole coast 
that ensures safety in the broadest sense. The rules must 
be adjusted according to the waterway, the size of the 


the development of the report. 


Ording is concerned about recruitment for pilot posi- 
tions in the years to come. We have today about 250 
government pilots. “We need to recruit 15 to 20 pilotsa 
year, and we are beginning now to note that there is a 
shortage of maritime workers in this country. This can 
mean problems for us in a few years,” he said. 

The areas along the Norwegian coast have sea charts that 
are over a hundred years old. They are made on the basis 
of sea surveys from 1878 and beyond. This applies 
especially to the southern and northern coasts of 
Norway. There is need for a greater prioritizing of this 
work. If we continue as we are doing today, the Norwe- 
gian coast will not be surveyed and have new sea charts 
before about the year 2020. 


There 1s also a need for the development of lighthouses and 
signal duty, particularly in waters with increasing rapid-boat 
traffic. Most of these boats sail today in Rogaland, Sogn, 
and Fjordane, Trondelag, and Nordland. 


Sw ervision 


The working group points to good expenence with traffic 
centers in Grenland and Mongstad. Therefore it wants 
similar centers to be built to supervise ship traffic in the 


Oslofjord and Rogaland. 


The group thinks that statistics on sea accidents are not 
good enough in this country. Therefore a permanent 
shipwreck commission should be established that deals 
with accidents and near accidents at sea. The commis- 
sion should be set up with a view to being able 
evaluate all relevani conditions that apply to the crew, 
the vessel, the cargo, and the waterway in which the 
accident took place. 


* Communist Heritage of Pollution Discussed 


* Holst: Nuclear Test Ban Urped 


93IENO4534 Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
29 Apr 93 p 15 


[Unattributed article including interview with Foreign 
Affairs Minister Johan Jorgen Holst; place and date of 
interview not given: “Nuclear Threat Must Be Elimi- 


nated” —introductory paragraph in boldface as published] 
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Russia and the rest of East Europe, given that their main 
goal is to reconstruct their industries and get their 
economies up and running.” 


Holst does not agree with the criticism that the West has 
been too preoccupied with exporting its own technology: 
“Over the short term, the Americans and we others are 
most interested in safety, responsible storage, and the 
destruction of nuclear weapons which must be elimi- 
nated. During such a phase it is natural to use existing 
western technology. Over the long term, the develop- 
ment of Russian technology is naturally a high priority,” 
he said and is reminded of the cost of disarmament: 


“While further disarmament is being evaluated, we must 
concentrate on how we are going to implement the 
agreements we already have. The funds freed up from 
the arms race should be used for responsible storage and 
destruction,” said Holst, and laid out clearly what this 
year’s top pnority projects should be: 


“For years, technical arguments for ending nuclear 
weapons testing have been lacking. With the present 
administration in Washington and Russia’s promise not 
to breach the provisional moratorium first, we have a 
unique political opportunity. | will do my utmost to 
effect a lasting ban,” said Holst. 


[AFTENPOSTEN] What is your feeling about Ukrainian 
leaders’ warning that they will hold on to nuclear 
weapons in their territory until they have received prom- 
ises of large-scale western economic assistance? 


[Holst] This can never become a bargaining chip, if the 
agreement on nonproliferation of nuclear weapons is to 
be followed. When it becomes possible to make political 
capital out of old and other people’s nuclear weapons as 
an ante, we will have taken the wrong road. Here the 
world must exert all its pressure. This is not a question of 
give-and-take. In the long run, such a stance could pull 
the ground out from under the nonproliferation agree- 
ment, and we would be giving support to a whole new 
nuclear weapons controversy in Europe. 


* European ‘Nightmare’ 
93EN0453B Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
29 Apr 93 p 15 


[Article by Ole Mathismoen: “Environmental Legacy— 
Europe's Nightmare’”—introductory paragraph in bold- 
face as published] 


[Text] Every single week since the fall of the Iron Curtain, 
there have been new revelations about the environmental 
crisis in Europe. The ghastly truth about Communism's 
legacy is being steadily unveiled. The health of the popu- 
lation worsens; nature has suffered long-term and irrepa- 
rable damage. The West is virtually powerless. 


This week, environment ministers from all over Europe 
will gather in Lucerne, Switzerland. On the agenda is the 
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environment crisis in the East. The case documentation 
is too enormous to distribute. The list of crises is 
extremely long. 


The ministers will adopt a plan of action and they will 
inform one another of how critical the situation is. But, 
in reality, they are virtually powerless. The price tag for 
the cleanup is so high that it will take Europe many 
decades to accomplish what is necessary. 


The ministers will ultimately accord the highest priority 
to the pollution problems which threaten people's health 
or which leads to irreversible damage to the environ- 
ment. The problem is that in most cases, regional and 
national environmental crises in Russia and East and 
Central Europe will! fall under both these categories. In 
Poland, at the present time, only .3 percent of the water 
found in nature is potable without a risk to health. A high 
percentage of the fresh water is of such poor quality that 
it is unusable even for industrial purposes. 


Since the fall of the Iron Curtain, air pollution has 
dropped somewhat. Among other things, the emission of 
CO,, the gas responsible for the greenhouse effect, has 
been reduced by as much as 20 to 30 percent in a number 
of countries. This drop has nothing to do with CO, 
emissions or regulations, but with dismantled industries 
and steeply curtailed oil and coal imporis. It is the 
biproduct of a deep economic crisis. None of these 
countries would hesitate an instant to increase their 
emissions should the opportunity arise to reopen the 
factories or increase their energy import. 


Must Pay Their Own 


In the program of action the ministers will adopt, the 
principle that the polluter must pay is reiterated. Envi- 
ronment Minister Thorbjorn Bentsen said recently that 
one could not get around the fact that the individual 
nations have the primary responsibility for financing the 
cleanup. “But, naturally, all would contribute to solving 
the problem in situations where pollution crosses 
national borders,” he said. 


In this statement and in other similar statemenis from 
the Western governments, a clear tendency emerges: The 
West recoils at the thought of assuming the burden of 
cleaning up Communism's environmental legacy. We do 
not have money for it. What we would like to assign high 
priority to is the reduction of pollution sources which 
threaten Western Europe. 


During the meeting in Switzerland, Norway will explain 
that we will allocate 50 million kroner for various 
projects in the East. We will also contribute 4 million 
kroner out of a total of 200 million that the EC Com- 
mission, OECD, and the World Bank feel is necessary to 
formulate a good overview and to prioritize the agenda 


of projects. 
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Their industries continue to use more than double as 


timber company that was driven out of the rain forest 
because of adverse publicity and which has now begun to 
prey upon the vulnerable evergreen forests of the Sibe- 


rian taiga. 


* Finance Minister on Bank Crisis, 
Approachability 


93EN0457A Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
30 Apr 94 p C4 


{Interview with Finance Minister Sigbjorn Johnsen by 
Per Iva Sandvik at the Ministry of Finance, date not 
given: “We Have To Be Tenacious, Not Unreason- 
able”—introductory paragraph in boldface as published] 


[Text] Finance Minister Sigbjorn Johnsen does not want 
to play a hand in having his ministry consist of a gang of 
arrogant theoreticians. 

“We're approachable,” says Finance Minister Sigbjorn 
Johnsen in ringing Hedmark dialect when commenting 
on AFTEN N's assertion that the Finance Minis- 
try’s arrogance is notorious far and wide. “We must be 
tenacious, not unreasonable,” he adds. 


But Johnsen stresses that the Finance Ministry is a tough 
opponent, and ought to be so. 


He does not succeed in saying more about this before the 
telephone rings from a junior official at the Hungarian 
Embassy, who is vainly seeking the Foreign Ministry. 


{Sandvik} One of the big complaints about the ministry 
is that it is not willing to listen to outside advice, 
especially now, in the wake of the UNI Storebrand affair. 


[Johnsen] The Finance Ministry should be a good lis- 
tener, and is a good listener! Part of what has beem 
claimed in the wake of the UNI case is that there has 
been too much contact between the ministry and out- 
siders. My own opinion is that I continue to use up a 
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great deal of time listening to others. A balance has to be 
found in this. A finance minister cannot wall himself up 


[Sandvik] While we are on the subject of the UNI 


[Johnsen] No, here I do not want to make any comment 
at all now. We are writing a report to the Storting. 


Concerning Oversight 

[Sandvik] Does the political leadership in the ministry 
sometimes have problems in maintaining oversight over 
what is going on in the bureaucracy? We are thinking of 
new regulations, plenipotentiary statutes, and other 
bureaucratic risks. 

[Johnsen] The answer is no! As politicians we, of course, 
do not have the necessary capacity to read through in 
detail all proposals and regulations. But the main areas 
and outlines are evaluated on a political level. And we 
have diligent people in place, but also draw on outside 
expertise when this is necessary, At the same time, we see 
a clear need to simplify the laws and regulations. This is 
something that the economic law committee is looking at 
more closely. 


Concerning Poor Dialogue 


[Sandvik] What about the users, and all the criticism 
concerning superficial treatment of cases and short time 
limits for hearings? 


[Johnsen] In individual cases we can, indeed, be more 
diligent in tiiding more time for the involved parties. 
When, for example, it comes to insurance, it seems ww me 
that we have not always been talking the same language 
as the branch. We now have a good dialogue with the 
Norwegian Insurance Association, which, together with 
the Consumers’ Council, has been invited to a discussion 
of what future arrangements should be within Norwe- 
gian insurance. 

[Sandvik] What about all the mess surrounding the “unit 
link.” 


[Johnsen] There has been a certain amount of backing 
and forwarding here. A special working group is working 
on this question now, where the goal is to achieve good 
products in mutual understanding with the branch. 


[Sandvik] When will the work be completed? 

[Johnsen] The tempo will be maintained at a high level 
in this matter, that is all I can promise. 

Concerning Turnover 


[Sandvik] A number of cases have laid in the ministry for 
several years, and others have been deeply mired in 
procedural matters. Do you have too few people” 


[Johnsen] In my view, the Finance Ministry, in indi- 
vidual areas, ought to recruit more people with legal 
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qualifications. In addition, turnover is too high within 
the system, particulary of tax lawyers. In connection with 
the tax reform, there has been a severe workload placed 
on the tax unit, among others, and this is a problem in 
itself that they must spend time on to determine how 
they can manage to keep ahold of people longer. But 
there is a need for more people, especially in light of the 
many cases we are working on. 


[Sandvik] What surprises can we expect in connection 
with the new law on stocks? 


[Johnsen] There are so many questions outstanding here 
that it is too early to comment on this. 


[Sandvik] So, what does the finance minister think of the 
new insider law? 


What ts being done about the problem? 


[Johnsen] The country’s new wage system makes it 
somewhat easier to hang on to legal expertise. In connec- 
tion with the reorganization and efforts to increase the 
efficiency of outside services, for example with the 
— of new technology, resources are being 
reed up. 


These will be used, for instance, to strengthen inspection 
work and can free up resources within the ministry in the 
delegation of assignments. It must also be noted that it is 
not always equally easy to increase capacity. We have 
had, and in part do have, a difficult competitive situa- 
tion in parts of the labor market, especially the lawyer 
market. And the training costs can be high. 


A comprehensive process lies behind this law. But to 
strengthen confidence in Norwegian securities overseas, 
among institutional investors, and, not the least, arnong 
small savers, it was absolutely necessary to have stricter 
rules against illegal insider trading. The Oslo Exchange 
represents a thin market, and it is all the more important 
to have good exchange rules. 


Concerning Capital 
[Sandvik] Why is Norway capital-poor? 


[Johnsen] I am not sure that the concept “capital-poor” 
is right. One of the main problems has been capital yield. 
To be sure, the swollen economy from the 1980's and the 
bubbie that burst have resulted in people becoming more 
cautious. 


Johnsen believes that, with greater profitability, the 
capital will also come. 


[Johnsen] But things has been such that the state has 
stood for saving. We are now entering a different situa- 
tion, but the state is and wants to remain a significant 
capitalist. 


[Sandvik] So, “Johnsen Finance” will continue? 


[Johnsen] Yes, but in a slimmer version than now. 
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Concerning the Bank Crisis 


[Sandvik] In connection with the Revised National 
Budget there is, one would suppose, an indication of 
what will happen with the Norwegian banks? 


[Johnsen] It is still somewhat limited as to what this will 
be. The consulting firm Davis International, which the 
Finance Ministry has engaged to study the bank sector in 
Norway, has not managed so far to complete its report. 


The finance minister is happy with the fall in interest 
rates, which appears to be contributing to increased 
optimism. 

[Johnsen] This will increase possibilities to get new 
investments moving, because lower interest will result in 
lower requirements for returns on investments. The drop 
in interest can lead to a rise in the real estate markei, and 
also it is now inexpensive to produce new dwellings on 
the grounds of lower lumber prices. 


On Competition 


Johnsen underscores that we in Norway are due for 
5-percent improvement in competitive capability in 
1993, and one must go back many years to find a 
comparable improvement in competitive ability within 
the course of a single year. 


[Johnsen] I believe that the decline in interest we now see 
will be durable. The National Bank has provided a 
surprise in the right direction, and the contacts I have 
had with European colleagues reinforce the impression 
that the decline in interest rates will be lasting. 


On Pensions 


[Sandvik] How will the state finance the enormous 
future obligations that result from the Norwegian pen- 
sion system? 


[Johnsen] The best way we can guarantee the social 
security system is to assure growth of the economy and 
put more people to work. Social Security is our most 
important common insurance arrangement. Many may 
feel a need to sign private supplementary pensions, and 
a part of the controversy surrounding this has been how 
large the tax incentive should be. The Finance Ministry 
sees no grounds to provide incentives for supplementary 
pensions that exceed the official pension of a public 


employee. 


[Sandvik] How should one provide incentives for long- 
term saving when regulations for the life insurance 
companies are an incentive to a |2-month investment 
horizon? 


[Johnsen] The question gives a misleading picture of 
how the regulations actually are. The guaranteed return 
to the customers 1s substantially lower than the market 
rate. So, this is a form of buffer against routine changes 
in the level of the exchange rate. Through active use of 
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different buffer arrangements the life insurance compa- 
nies can level out the return to the customers from year 
to year. But it is of course important that the life 
insurance companies have good buffer systems. As a step 
in developing the latter, the Finance Ministry is consid- 
ering —— the scope to today’s exchange-rate 
regulation fund. 


Concerning Lindbeck 


[Sandvik] What about the budget situation, Mr. Johnsen. 
What can Norway learn from the Swedish Lindbeck 
Commission? 


[Johnsen] Even though individual proposals to the Lind- 
beck Commission have features similar to what are being 
advanced in the Kleppe II committee, the point of 
departure is different in Norway and Sweden. Sweden 
and Finland have larger deficits in their public budgets, 
even when we exclude the oil earnings in Norway. In my 
opinion, the Norwegian economy is more solid in many 
areas. We are not taking the deficit in the state budget 
lightly for this reason. 


The Long-Term Program takes as a starting point that the 
saueealiiinen to tho Gate tation eth nae 1s tan aaah 
on mainland Norway. Further, in the Kleppe I committee 
the so-called solidarity alternative is laid as the foundation 
for the formulation of future economic policy. 


The finance minister also stresses that there are many 
circumstances in the Norwegian economy that point in 
the right direction. 

[Johnsen] Increased activity in the economy will give 
more working places and lower deficits. 


He chooses to distance himself from the Lindbeck Com- 
mittee especially on one point: 


[Johnsen] We do not want a more market-based revenue 
development, but to further develop a solid revenue 
policy and sensivle revenue-policy collaboration. 


* Parties Gearing Up for Election Campaign 


* Labor Leader Attacks Socialist Left 


93EN0460A Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
30 Apr 93 p A 10 


[Article by Eirik Ramberg: ‘Socialist Left Party 
Attacked”—introductory paragraph in boldface as pub- 
lished] 

[Text] Much of the Norwegian EC debate is narrow- 
minded and —— —— 
in an ideological prison. 


That is what Thorbjorn Jagland writes in his political 
booklet “New Solidarity,” which he presented to the 
press yesterday. The small book, which Jagland calls a 
pamphlet, contains a sharp attack on the Socialist Left 
Party, among other things. The Labor Party leader 
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criticizes the EC debate and takes a swipe at Oslo’s Joint 


Organization and its resolution supporting “No to the 
European Economic Area (EEA)” slogans on May Day. 


“] wrote the pamphiet to give people who want to study 
the Labor Party's policy and ideology an opportunity to 
do so. All the things that have happened as May Day 
approaches make it necessary for me to issue this pam- 
phiet in connection with that day. What I have done is 
present the Labor Party's policy in my own words,” 
Jagland said. 


Jagland’s principal themes are that solidarity must be 
restored, the elitist culture must be combatted, and those 
who have jobs must demonstrate their solidarity with 
those who do not by participating in the reallocation of 
state funds to create new jobs. 


“We must undertake reallocation in a spirit of solidarity 
so that passive transfers can be turned into active steps 
to increase employment. We must also stand behind the 
fair income distribution policy.” 

The pamphiet is printed in an edition of 4,000 copies 
and is being distributed through the party apparatus. It is 
very up-to-date. Among other things Jagland refers to the 
recent SV congre’s in Tonsberg and sharply attacks the 
party. He states: “It can often be observed that SV 
arguments run around in a circle which acts as an 
ideological prison that shuts out reality. 


“For example, the SV is opposed to expanding the EC 
while at the same time it complains that the EC does not 
include enough countries,” Jagland writes. 


In his discussion of the SV program Jagland notes: “If 
the zero-growth Socialist Left Party were able to carry 
Out its program for the next four years, the state budget 
would increase by 30 billion kroner each year.” 


The Labor Party leader is not satisfied with the EC 
debate. Much of the Norwegian EC debate is both 
narrow-minded and shortsighted, he writes. 


“Part of the debate on the Norwegian left is character- 
ized by mythical ideas concerning all the horrors the EC 
will lead to, based on 1:omantic notions that Norwegian 
isolationism is feasible and that it is possible to use the 
control models of the 1960's and 1970's. 


“This extreme is matched by the equally unrealistic 
Euro-babble of the market liberals on the other side.” 


* Conservatives Want To Curtail Immigration 


93EN0460B Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
27 Apr 93 p 2 


[Article by Geir Salvesen: “Conservatives Want Stricter 
Asylum Policy”-—introductory paragraph in boldface as 
published] 


[Text] The Conservatives are sharpening their statements 
on Norway's refugee and asylum policy in their comments 
on the government's long-term program. 





This time there is almost no interest in this. The reason 
is the EC issue and party developments in recent years. 
There is another week left before a recommendation 
must be turned in, but committee leader Per-Kristian 
Foss told AFTENPOSTEN that there is little indication 
that any of the parties will join forces—including the 
Labor Party, the Socialist Left, and the Center Party. 


Nor is there a chance of anything more than a case- 
by-case cooperation between the Conservatives and the 
Progress Party. After the Progress Party congress the 
Conservatives have less appetite for this than ever. 


* Conservatives Present Growth Package 


93EN0460C Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
29 Apr 93 p 4 


{Article by Eirik Ramberg: “Conservatives Propose 
Growth Package”—introductory paragraph in boldface 
as published] 


[Text] “The Conservatives have concrete proposals on 
how to get the private sector going. The Labor Party [AP 
and the Federation of Trade Unions [LO] just talk without 
doing anything.” 


Conservative Party leader Kaci Kullmann Five is not 
impressed with the AP prescription for increasing 
employment and creating growth in both the private and 
public sectors. Following the central committee meeting 
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the Conservatives presented a growth package con- 
taining a total of 25 measures yesterday. 


The main points are tax and fee breaks and measures 
aimed at reducing the national budget deficit. Five 
invited the government to join a cooperation in connec- 
tion with the revised national budget to create majority 
support for the growth package which according to the 
party will create better conditions for small and medium- 
size companies in particular. 


“Everyone talks about the need to stimulate growth in 
the private sector and give small and medium-size com- 
panies a boost. But the AP and the LO just talk and talk 
without doing anything. The AP does not follow up on 
what it says and votes down our proposals. Therefore we 
are presenting this growth package to let the government 
know that it can get majority support in the Storting for 
solutions that will create permanent jobs,” Five said. 


New Book 


AP leader Thorbjorn Jagland presented his book today. 
It deals with how to stimulate growth and produce more 
jobs, among other things. He also starts with the idea 
that growth must come from below via small and 
medium-size companies. 


Cuts in the sick pay system are a central point in the 
Conservative proposal. The party wants to introduce one 
unpaid day, 75 percent compensation for the next two 
days, and 90 percent for the remaining period. The party 
estimates that this will save employers around |! billica 
kroner and the state 2.3 billion. 


Such a reform has absolutely no appeal as far as the LO 
is concerned, which makes it difficult for the Labor 
Party. At the labor policy conference between the LO 
and the AP earlier this week Yngve Hagensen made it 
crystal clear that the “social safety net” must remain in 
place. And if the current sick pay arrangement is tam- 
pered with there will be trouble, the LO leader said. 


The Conservative proposal also stresses removing the 
assets tax within the next four years, freeing all industries 
from the clectricity tax, making it possible to hire 
short-term workers to reduce overtime work, and 
repealing the business establishment law. 


The party wants the income distribution model in the tax 
reform changed to lower the top tax, among other things. 
The Conservatives want this change made in the spring 
to protect debt-ridden firms with negative equity capital 
from being hurt. 
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Sweden 


* Article Notes Rightist Electoral Trends 


93EN0470A Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in 
Swedish 22 Apr 93 p 11 


[Article by Dick Ljungberg: “Rightist Wind Felled 
SDP”) 


[Text] Almost one-third of the voters changed parties 
between 1988 and 1991. The Social Democrats were 
swept out of power by a wind from the Right and by a 
lack of confidence in the way the Carlsson government 
handled the Swedish economy. 


This was indicated by the 1991 voter survey taken by 
Mikael Gilljam and Soren Holmberg of the Political 
Science Institute in Goteborg, in cooperation with the 
Central Bureau of Statistics. 

Not since 1917 had the balance of power among the 
parties changed so much as in 1991. The three victorious 
parties, the Conservatives, the New Democrats, and 
KDS [Christian Democratic Party] advanced by a total 
of 14.9 percent. 


Voter mobility is increasing dramatically. It is not just a 
matter of changing parties, but also ticket-splitting and 
deciding later and later who to vote for. 


In 1970, 16 percent changed parties. This figure rose to 
20 percent in 1988 and to a whopping 30 percent in 
1991. About 16 percent changed parties during the last 
few weeks before the election, compared to approxi- 


mately 13 percent in 1988. 


Contempt of Politicians 


The number of voters indicating that they made their 
party choice during the campaign was 51 percent. The 
number of those who supported different parties in 
Riksdag and in local elections was 22 percent, compared 
to 17 percent in 1988. 


The increased mobility results from the fact that the 
three primary reasons behind Swedes’ choice of par- 
ties—class orientation, party identification, and Right- 
versus-Left ideological voting—-have lost some of their 
importance. At the same time, the general feeling of 
contempt toward politicians has increased. 


Still, the Right-Lefi dimension is most important to 
voters. Talk of new areas of contention, such as “green” 
or “white” (moral) are not justified, according to the 
researchers. The link between green views and the Lefi 
has been strengthened. 


Rightward Drift 


The rightward drift was the main reason for advances by 
the Conservatives and New Democracy. In the most 
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recent elections, 27 percent of the voters placed them- 
selves on the Left of the Right-Left scale, compared to 35 
percent in 1988. 


At the same time, the number of those who considered 
themselve to be on the Right rose from 35 to 44 percent. 
Polls taken after the 1991 elections indicate, however, 
that the nghtward drift may have peaked and is now 
receding. 

The surveys do discern one new dimension in public 
opinion. It is called the xenophobic-cosmopolitan 
dimension. A xenophobe is a person who is against both 
foreign aid and refugees and this tendency has increased 
with the appearance of New Democracy. 


Another new trend that has been pointed out 1s that 
sector voling—a competitor to class voting—aincreased 
in 1991. Public employees gave the Left Party and the 
Social Democrats 10 percent more support than 
employees in the private sector, while the Conservatives 
strengthened their position as a “private party.” 


The Losers 
Five parties were losers in the 1991 elections 


The Environment Party lost its nonsocialist wing and 
was forced out of Riksdag. Thirty-six percent of the 1988 
Environment Party voters left for the four parties that 
would form the new coalition. Eleven percent of their 
voters stayed home and 9 percent went over to the Social 
Democrats. The “leftward trend” and lack of organiza- 
tion were common causes of lost voters. 


The Left Party lost 31 percent of its former voters to the 
Social Democrats and 8 percent to the Environment 
Party. Internal differences were another cause of lost 
voters. Moreover, far fewer Social Democrats voted for 
the Left Party for tactical reasons: 10 percent of Left 
Party voters, compared to 25 percent in 1988 


Most troubling to the Left Party 1s the fact that its losses 
between 1988 and 1991 were accounted for almost 
entirely by the loss of about half their young voters 


The Center Party lost 1! percent of its former voters to 
the Conservatives, a similar number to KDS, and 6 
percent to stay-at-home voters. The Center had tts worst- 
ever election among farmers and in rura! areas: a drop 
from 65 and 32 percent, respectively, in 1988 to 45 and 
22 percent in 1991. The party also lost half its support 
among small business owners. 


Olof Johansson was the party leader who lost the most 
popularity between 1988 and 1991 and, according to the 
study, he was also a contributing factor to the party's 
losses to the Conservatives and KDS 


The Liberal Party lost 24 percent of its 1988 voters to the 
Conservatives and 12 percent to KDS. Despite the 
general decline, however, the Liberals managed to 
increase its support among students and SACO (Swedish 
Confederation of Professional Associations) members 
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Bengt Westerberg was an asset to the party, even though 
about one-fourth of those who switched to the Conser- 
vatives and KDS mentioned his name. 


The Social Democrats lost 5 percent of their former 
voters to the Conservatives, 5 percent to stay-at-home 
voters, and 4 percent to New Democracy. The economy, 
taxes, and the public sector were given as reasons by 
those who went over to the nonsocialist bloc. Among 
first-time voters, the Social Democrats received a 
record-low 25 percent, compared to 42 percent in 1988. 
They also had their worst election among LO [Federa- 
tion of Trade Unions] members at 53 percent. 


The incumbency issue was not an asset to the Social 
Democrats in 199! and, according to the study, party 
leader Ingvar Carlsson drove more voters away than he 
attracted. 


The Winners 


The party leaders were of great importance to the three 
viciorious parties. 


The study calls the Christian Democratic Party a “one- 
man, two-issue party.” This was confirmed by both 
Liberal and Center voters who went over to KDS. They 
cited the person of Alf Svensson and the party's positions 
on family policy and religious and moral issues. 


The success of KDS in 1991 is also explained by the 
party's general turn in a nonsocialist direction and its 
conservative social image. In this election, KDS became 
the foremost advocate of the regular churchgoer. 


Carl Bildt was also an asset to his party—unlike in 
1988—and he drew the longest straw among marginal 
voters in his competition with Bengt Westerberg and the 
Liberal Party. The middle-party voters who went over to 
the Conservatives did so primarily because they “speak 
clearly” and “stand behind what they say.” 


The Conservatives’ drive among first-time voters 
yielded record returns of 30 percent. They also strength- 
ened their position as a big-city party (33 percent) and as 
a party of those who work in the private sector (29 
percent) 


New Democracy took voters from everywhere, but 
mostly from the Social Democrats (24 percent of the 
1991 New Democracy voters), from the Conservatives 
(20 percent), and from those who previously stayed at 
home (18 percent). Just over half the party’s new voters 
said that we “need a new approach,” etc. One out of five 
New Democracy voters pointed to the party's immigra- 
tion policy, 14 percent mentioned taxes, and |! percent 
the economy. 


New Democracy also benefited greatly from tactical 
voting: Over one-third of the party's voters preferred 
some other party, mainly the Conservatives. 
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lan Wachtmeister was the only party leader who was 
more popular than his own party among his voters, while 
Bert Karlsson had the lowest figure by far since the 
popularity surveys began. 


* LO, SDP Not Completely Unified in Opposition 
93EN0470C Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in 
Swedish 25 Apr 93 p 12 


[Article by Christer Nilsson: “Calm in “War of the Roses’ 
Before Election Campaign”) 


{Excerpts} [Passage omitted] 


The strong drift toward the right has brought LO 
[Swedish Federation of Trade Unions] and the Social 
Democrats [SDP-Social Democratic Party] together. Ii 
has been many years since they have agreed as much as 
they do now on maiters great and small and this 1s the 
result of a robust nonsocialist government. They must 
pull together if they are to row their co-owned, patched 
up ship in the mght direction and both sides are well 
aware of this. The disagreements that exist between labor 
and party are being discreetly swept overboard. 


Mines That Threaten 


[Passage omitted] But there are mines that threaten the 
common voyage of the Social Democrats and LO. 


Former Finance Minister Allan Larsson recently pre- 
sented his thoughts on how Sweden could extricate itself 
from the present economic slump. The proposals in his 
document do not have the support of the unions and, so 
far, the foot soldiers have only read about its contents in 
the press. The document is scheduled to be printed and 
distributed next week. 


Uncertain Improvement 


The two most controversial points concern changes in 
health insurance and unemployment insurance. The 
emergency agreement last fall between the SDP and the 
government proposed that labor and management take 
responsibility for health insurance and in Allan 
Larsson’s version it would be financed soleby by indi- 
vidual fees. 


It is unclear whether or not LO will accept the proposal. 
The result would be less room for wage increases and 
there is a significant risk that the remainder of the 
nineties would pass with no improvement in real wages. 


Allan Larsson estimates that wage earners must pay 
approximately | percent annually from 1994 to 2000 in 
increased health insurance fees. Moreover, wage 
increases may be depressed by higher ATP [General 
Supplementary Pension Scheme] fees. The National 
Insurance Board wants to increase the ATP fee by 0.57 
percent per year. 
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Conflicts 


The battle over whether economic growth should be used 
to increase the purchasing power of wage earners or to 
strengthen government finances will break out as soon as 
such growth begins. 


Another conflict is that LO wants a much tougher 
interest-rate policy, while Allan Larsson is more cautious 
about measures to force interest rates down. 

Another possible source of conflict is the Social Demo- 
crats’ ambition to stress women's issues. The gentlemen 
at LO headquarters and the union offices are not known 
as charnpions of equality. This conflict is illustrated by 
what happened in mid-March when Stig Malm men- 
tioned some examples of economically sound savings. 
His example was a reduction of parental insurance from 
12 to nine months. The justification: 


“Those who believe that Swedes are living beyond their 
means should compare our benefits to those in other 
counines. The United States, for example, is introducing 
five weeks of unpaid parental leave for those who work 
for companies with 50 or more employees,” Malm said. 


This statement led to a number of protests from Social 
Democratic women. Executive Committee member Bir- 
gitta Dahl, among others, took a shot at Executive 
Committee member Malm. 


Closer Cooperation 


Labor law could also be a bone of contention if the Social 
Democrats form a government. The party and LO are in 
complete agreement that the Labor Law Committee's 
proposed relaxing of job security should not be imple- 
mented. But the Social Democrats have indicated that 
they will concentrate on small and medium-sized com- 
panies and an effort of this kind could contain some 
simplifications in the labor law. 


The LO and TCO [Swedish Central Organization of 
Salaned Employees] unions are slowly coming closer 
together. This closer cooperation, for example, between 
HTF [Swedish Union of Commercial Employees} and 
the unions in the manufacturing industries could even- 
tually make it more difficult for the labor movement to 
act in a partisan political manner. 


SDP Moves to the Left 


Despite these mines, however, the Catholic marriage 
between LO and the Social Democrats is now more 
harmonious than it has been in a long time. Many of the 
conflicts of the eighties are gone. 


One of these conflicts was deregulation. Among other 
things, the Social Democratic government deregulated 
the money and currency market and parts of the public 
sector. LO protested. 


Now the party has become much less enthusiastic about 
market solutions in all areas. The Social Democrats have 
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taken a step to the left and have begun talking once again 
about an active economic policy, the importance of state 
monopolies, and the need for regulations. 


The traumatic issue of abolishing collective affiliation 
has also been eliminated. 


“Now we have discussed our various roles and the 
distribution of responsibilities. The new organization, 
with Social Democratic workplace clubs, is now begin- 
ning to function out in the country,” said Sten Olsson, 
Organizational secretary of the Social Democrats. 


But some aspects of the “War of the roses” remain. Allan 
Larsson and Stog Malm do not particularly like cach 
other. The LO boss accused then Finance Minister 
Larsson of inventing the monctary crisis in 1990. 
Larsson responded in a bitter speech from the Riksdag 
rostrum-——before the TV cameras and therefore the 
entire Swedish people—in which he demanded an 


apology. 
Agreed 


No apology ever came from Stig Maim. However, in a 
personal letter to his fellow party member, the LO boss 
expressed regrets for his “choice of words.” 


But relations between the Social Democratic Party lead- 
ership and Malm are by no means the decisive factor un 
LO-Social Democratic cooperation. The old tred- 
and-true method no longer holds. In the past, 1 was 
sufficient for the party leadership and the top four LO 
leaders to sit down an reach an agreemeni. In recent 
years there have been significant changes in the LO 
family when it comes to power and influence. The 
unions are no longer satisfied with letting the central LO 
powers rule according to their whims. Ingvar Carlsson 
and his closest colleagues understand this and, as a 
result, representatives from the LO “heavyweight” 
unions must be heard before decisions are made 


If the Social Democrats make good on their promise to 
“turn the party upside down” and increase grassroots 
influence, then the importance of personal chemistry 
among the leaders in Stockholm will be reduced even 
more. 


* Westerberg on Liberals’ Welfare Policy 


YIENO470B Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in 
Swedish 25 Apr 93 p 13 


{Article by Lars Ramklint: “Welfare Contract”) 


[Text] Helsingborg— The Liberal Party's key issuc in the 
next election campaign will be the promise of a welfare 
contract that will enumerate the nights and responsibrh- 
ties of citizens vis-a-vis the public sector 


“A consumer policy for welfare services,” party leader 
Bengt Westerberg callicd the proposal, which was devel- 
oped by a working group led by City Commissioner 
Birgitta Nilsson of Vasteras 
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The proposal from the working group is in complete 
agreement with the description of the task of the Liberal 
Party that Westerberg presented to 700 of the party's 
local level politicians at a national meeting held last 
weekend in Helsingborg. 

on this occasion. 


National Goals 


Westerberg stated that there should be some national 
goals for the school, child care, handicapped care, health 
care, and care for the aged. The changed form of national 
assistance to local governments should not result in the 
self-rule extremism advocated primarily by Conserva- 
tive local politicians, according to Westerberg. 

“For this reason, the obligation to provide child care 
should be written into the social services law, while the 
local governments must decide how this is to be done,” 


Westerberg explained. 


“With a Liberal social welfare minisier, we must finally 
make sure we have enough child care to meet the need,” 


Westerberg said. 


Difficult Task 


He was roundly applauded for this, but his fellow party 
members showed more restraint toward his appeal on 
the issue of equality. The idea of parental leave allocated 
by quotas took rank-and-file members aback. It did not 
help when W joked about never hearing anyone 
complain about the fathers’ forced vacation. 


Westerberg's difficult task with regard to his fellow party 
members was to highlight the party's key issues while, at 
the same time, attempting to gain support for his idea 
that Sweden would now benefit from broad cooperation 
across bloc boundaries. 


Westerberg advocated a new emergency agreement 
between the government and the Social Democrats. 


“The objective prerequisites are in place, but it is uncer- 
tain whether or not the political will is there, particularly 
among the Social Democrats,” Westerberg said. 

He spoke of the Social Democrats’ flirtation with the 
Liberal Party, but also of outright provocations in Allan 
Larsson's economic program. 


Warm Applause 


His fellow party members applauded warmly when Wes- 
terberg stated that the Liberal Party would never support 
increased marginal taxes for high-income earners. 


He also received support for a general, obligatory unem- 
ployment insurance. 


“It is an important Liberal task to support the interests 
of the individual in the face of LO [Swedish Federation 
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of Trade Unions] opposition, which is motivated by its 
own interests,” Westerberg said. 

The Liberal Party sees the welfare contract, which it 
presented at its national meeting on local government, as 
an important compliment to the freedom of choice. 
Citizens must know their rights and obligations. They 
must be given the opportunity to compare the available 
alternatives and have easy access to the necessary infor- 
mation. They must know where they can turn with their 
questions and complaints. 


A Face for the Sector 


“The public sector must have a face that the citizens can 
see. They must not feel like subjects, but rather like 
influential consumers of public services,” as Birgitta 
Nilsson explained. 

The Liberal Party shows how this can be done in a 
brochure for the elderly in the model community Blak- 
linta. Among other things, the brochure promises com- 
pensation if transportation service is late or in-home 
services are not performed. 


* Peter Wallenberg Optimistic on Industry 
93ENO485B Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in 
Swedish 26 Apr 93 p C1 


{Article including interview with prominent busi- 
nessman Peter Wallenberg by Thomas Lerner; place and 
date of interview not given: “Wallenberg: Wrong To 
Demand Higher Wages”) 


[Text] If Peter Wallenberg is asked about the occupation 
of the future, the answer is blacksmith. People who 
create something with their hands will always get along 
fine, he says. 


“People will probably be amazed when they hear me say 
that the blacksmith trade belongs to the future. But | 
think we must look at reality in a new way,” Wallenberg 
explained. 


The Swedish economy is not doing well. Unemployment 
is rising to levels that have not been seen since the 
depression years of the 1930's, the deficit in state 
finances is growing from day to day, and banks are 
failing. 


“But we must not give up. Swedish industry is strong and 
has a good chance of holding its own internationally. But 
we will never be able to employ as many people as we did 
in the good old days,” Wallenberg said. 


According to him the new jobs must be created in new 
branches or through a renaissance of old occupations. 
Blacksmithing, furniture making—jobs where crafits- 
manship is important could flourish once more. 
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engaged in this kind of activity. 
Everyone should sit down and try to come up with proposals 


that can give Swedish i new vigor. Now we often 
look at small things that don't really matter that much. 


Scani* ——— 
dominate the debate instead? 


and 
uptura is uncertain and 
ecrnomy is unclear. In East Europe there is no money for 
tae vital investments that are needed to give the 
economy a lift. 


The weak Swedish krona means that Swedish export 
industnes are earning more money today than they did a 
few months ago. But Wallenberg warns everyone against 
regarding this as permanent income and thinking that 


“All companies should engage in doubie bookkeeping. 
One set of books that records business activity without 
exchange profits and one where these are included. Then 
we would have a more accurate picture of industry's 
economic situation.” 

At Asea’s annual stockholders’ meeting last week ABB chief 
Percy Barnevik urged Swedish industry to concentrate on a 
“one-time push.” We can now use the weak krona to 
increase market shares and win new shares, he said. 


Wallenberg agrees. “It would be very unfortunate if we 
eat up a large part of the devaluation profits in the form 
of wage increases as we did at the beginning of the 


1980's,” he stated. 
[Lerner] But don't earners have a right to demand 
their share of the its that have now been created? 
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[Wallenberg] The reasoning is incorrect. Such a connec- 
tion does not exist. When the krona becomes strong 
again industry will lose competitiveness if the wage 
situation has reached too high a pitch. 

[Lerner] But a major conflict, which is moving closer and 
closer, wouldn't be so great either, would it? 
[Wallenberg] Not at all. I hope that both sides will now 
sit down and discuss the real problems calmly and 


sensibly. Factual issues should be given a central place, 
not maneuvers in the mass media. 


Not for Coupon Clippers 


Wallenberg will celebrate his 67th birthday at the end of 
May. He is one of the biggest names in the Swedish 
business world and does not plan to retire, although he 
does not have as many duties as he did a few years ago. 


The Wallenberg family has had a strong position in 
Sweden during the entire 20th century. Even within the 
Social Democratic Party and the union movement, 
where capitalists are viewed with hostility, the farsight- 
edness that characterizes the family’s ownership is 
esteemed. 


“Industrial activity is not for coupon clippers who are 
out for short-term profits. Long-term success depends on 
how well the management, engineers, economists, and 
people out on the shop floor function.” 


The mew generation of the Wallenberg clan is now 
moving up. Peter's son Jacob and his nephew Marcus 
have been groomed for several years to enable them to 
carry on the family traditions. 


* Finance Ministry Predicts High Unemployment 
9IENO48SA Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in 
Swedish 24 Apr 93 p 6 


[Article by Ewa Stenberg: “Many Jobless Despite 
Growth”—first paragraph is DAGENS NYHETER 
introduction] 


[Text] Unemployment will be very high right up to the 
end of the century. The government's own calculations 
of economic development indicate that one out of 10 
Swedes will have no regular job in 1998—<despite a 
business boom and good economic growth at that time. 


The Finance Ministry has made a projection of develop- 
ments in the next five years. The basic assumptions are 
that the government will win approval for its savings 
plan and that there will be a strong economic upturn. But 
in spite of the rosy future that 1s forecast, unemployment 
will be high. 11 is expected to peak in 1994. Al that point 
14 percent will be outside the open labor market. After 
that unemployment will decline very gradually. In 1998, 
one in 10 Swedes will still not have a regular job. 
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“And it is unlikely that there will be any sharp decline in 
1999 either. It will take time to get back to the unem- 
ployment levels we have been accustomed to,” said 
Anders Palmer of the Finance Ministry. 


The question is whether Sweden will ever be able to 
return to the low we had at the end of the 
1980's and the beginning of the 1990's. The EC countries 
have not succeeded in returning to the unemployment 
levels that prevailed in the early 1970's. Then unemplov- 
ment in the EC countries was around 3 percent. It was 
around 8 percent at its lowest point during the boom in 
the late 1980's. 


“What distinguishes Sweden from Europe is that we 
have a better labor market policy. Swedes are not cast 
out of the job market in the same way as in the rest of 
Europe because we can offer the unemployed a number 
of different job programs,” Palmer said. 

But he is not entirely confident. 


Mainly Indastrial Jobs 

The Finance Ministry estimates that the number of 
people expenencing long-term unemployment will rise 
to 90,000 in 1994. And Palmer is concerned that the 
Finance Ministry might prove to be wrong in relying on 
the Swedish labor market to function as well in the future 
as it has in recent decades. 


“I am worried that we might have permanent long-term 
unemployment. People lose motivation, self-confidence, 
and skills if they have to go without work for a long 
period of time,” Paimer said. 
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Mosi of the new jobs that are created in the second half 
of the 1990's will be found in industry and the private 
service sector. 

The public sector is expected to shrink as a result of the 


government's retrenchment plans and the construcison 
sector cannot be counted on to create new jobs either. 


“There will be no great need for cither new office space 
or housing during the next five years,” Palmer predicted. 


Increased Consumption 


In the trade sector employment will decline during the 
next few years. But there may be new jobs at the end of 
the 1990's, according to Palmer. 

“We predict that private consumption will increase as a 
result of higher real wages and a decline in household 
savings. This will lead to a trade upturn,” he said. 


The reason why Sweden will not fully utilize either its 
labor force or its production capacity at the end of the 
1990's, according to the Finance Ministry, is that eco- 
nomuc demand will be too weak. As a result, the state will 
have a budget deficit of 70 billion kronor and every 10th 
Swede will be outside the open job market in 1998. 


But if the government increases demand by not cutting 
outlays and allowing public spending to mse somewhat there 
would still be no improvement, according to the Finance 
Ministry. That 1s because the savings package will increase 
the market's confidence in the Swedish economy and lead to 
lower interest and increased investment. This in turn will 
lead to increased economic growth and more jobs, according 
to the Finance Ministry. 





Ten Percent Out of Work in 1998 





The government has prepared a forecas. of how the economy will develop through |998 It predicts high economic growth and sharply msing 
investments at the end of the 1990's. In anite of this, over 10 percent of the labor force will not have a real job. as the table shows. 
































Year Ones | semploymes: Job Programs Total | semployment 
1990 20 12 32 
1991 29 1.7 46 
1992 5.3 38 91 
1993 69 5.7 126 
1994 79 1 141 
1995 68 68 136 
1996 64 6.3 12.7 
1997 58 $8 116 
1998 5.3 5.3 106 
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Peper ae Tee Ryemans Dew Seek See oe 


Kliridhis, Denktas Meet Butrus-Ghali 


NC2405212293 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 2000 GMT 


Prior to the joint meeting, the UN secretary general had 
ett with Presid Kliridhis and Rauf 


made in both the substance of the Cyprus problem and 
on the confidence-building measures. Asked how he 
the presence of the five permaneni UN Secu- 
rity Council members, Klinidhis said it proves practical 
interest in the talks in that they want to see 

made. Klindhis also reiterated that the substance of the 
problem and the confidence-building measures are 
included in the agenda. 


resolution on UNFICYP [United Nations Forces in 
Cyprus}, the contents of which have not been revealed. 


they will receive the two parties on the basis of equality. 
Asked if he 1s satisfied with their presence, Denktas said: 
Today it is fine. Asked what he secks on Varosha, 
Denktas said: Give me the chance to discuss i with the 
UN secretary general first. 


Denktas Cited on Opening Meeting 
TA2505083493 Nicosia Bayrak Radio in Turkish 0500 
GMT 25 May 93 


[Excerpts] The new round of New York talks under the 
auspices of UN Secretary General Butrus Butrus-Ghali 
started last night. President Rauf Denktas got together 


The meeting ended after Butrus-Ghali delivered his 
opening speech. The new round of talks will continue at 
1800. The UN secretary general will not participate in 
the next meeting, which will have the characteristics of a 
preparatory meeting. Joe Clark, UN secretary general 
special envoy in Cyprus, will attend the meeting instead 
of the UN secretary general. 

Denktas stated that the embargo imposed on the Turkish 
Cypnot side 1s an antagonistic action that prevents trust 
between the two communities and added that it has no 
legal basis whatsoever. 


At a news conference after the meeting, Denktas briefed 
reporters on the confidence-building measures and 
added that the embargo imposed on the Turkish 
Republic of Northern Cyprus [TRNC] since 1974 should 
be lifted to pave the way for a discussion on the Maras 
ea ma ea ty my dn 

said that the Greek Cypriots have ignored the 
embargoes imposed on the ports and airports of the 
TRNC and submitted their proposals on the opening of 
Lefkosa [Nicosia] airport, adding that this 1s not enough 
for the Turkish Cypriot side. Denktas stated that the 
Turkish Cypriots will continue to defend their views 


regarding the lifting of the embargoes on the TRNC. 


After the preparatory mectings, Denktas and Klindhis 
will meet again under the auspices of the UN secretary 


general at 2330. [passage omitted) 
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Denktas cxpressed his belief that Joc Clark's knowledge 
and capabilities will contribute to eliminating the differ- 
ences of opumon between the two sides in Cyprus. In his 
written declaration in New York, Denktas remarked that 
Clark ts an important statesman and added that Canada 
plays an important role im the UN peace forces. Denktas 
said that Clark will be an nmportant asset in the exchange 
of information between the two sides. Denktas expressed 
his beleef that Clark will be mmpartial on the Cyprus 
issue 


Denktas News Conference Reported 


TA2505 102093 Nicoma Bayrak Radio in Turkish 0900 
GMT 25 May 93 


[Text] At hes news conference following the jount meeting 
in New York, President Rauf Denktas said that the UN 
Secunty Council permanent members tned to achieve a 
faut accompl. Denktas said that Turkey's initiatives 
blocked the road to this fait accompli and added that the 
UN Securnty Counct! permanent members listened only 
to the secretary general and left the meeting without 
saying anything. 


Denktas said he thinks that the participation of the five 
permanent members at the New York talks being held 
wnder the auspices of UN Secretary General Butrus 
Butrus-Ghali 1s a step toward an international confer- 
ence and added: We are against this participation. We 
cannot achieve anything with so much intervention. If 
the Council wants information from us, we are always 
ready to brief it. The secretary general has been given a 
goodwill mission. In fulfilling this duty, there is no 
reason why he should sit there like a judge. If this is the 
way they are behaving, then the duty of the secretary 
general should be revised. The signature of all sides is 
required to change this duty, and Kiindhis will not 
accept this change. 


More on Denktas News Conference 


TA2505 153293 Necosma Bayrak Radio in Turkish 1030 
GMT 25 May 93 


[Excerpt] [passage omitted] In a news conference afier 
the opening session of the Cyprus talks in New York last 
might, Pressedent Rauf Denktas explained that in his 
opening speech, UN Secretary General Butrus Butrus- 
Ghali referred to the 12 confidence-building measures 
discussed during the preparatory contacts held in 
Cyprus. Denktas listed these measures as follows: Joint 
activities for long-term measures on the subject of water, 
cooperation between educational experts in a bid to 
develop fmendship between the two communities, joint 
cultural and sports activities; the opening of Cetinkaya 
field for jornt use, meetings between political party 
leaders. free movement for journalists with identity 
cards to be provided by the United Nations, the estab- 
lishment of a joint press room in the Ledra Palace, joint 
meetings and projects on the part of the chambers of 
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commerce and industry of the two sides, the distnbutvon 
of international aid to both sides; and health and envi- 
ronmental matters. 


Pointing out that the Maras [Varosha] issuc was also 
raised, Denktas said that the Turkish Cypnot side noted 


Cetin, Yilmaz Cited on Talks 


TA2505 185693 Nicosia Bayrak Radio in Turkish 1530 
GMT 25 May 93 


ext] lt is reported that Turkish Foreign Minister 
ikmet Cetin telephoned President Rauf Denktas from 
Denmark where he 1s on an official visit and discussed 


reporters’ questions while leaving Copenhagen after 
having concluded his contacts in Denmark, Cetin said 
that the presence of the UN Security Council permanent 
members at the talks was also discussed during his 
conversation with Denktas. He added that neither he nor 
was informed in advance of their presence at 
the first meeting. 


Mesut Yilmaz, leader of the Motherland Party in 
— de ee ee 


a 


the 
cluded by saying that these developments have trans- 
formed the Cyprus talks into a de facto imternational 
that this 5 a manifestation of the 


Sutrus-Ghali Presents Varosha Map 
NC2605040193 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 1900 GMT 
25 May 93 


[Text] President Glavkos Klindhis and Turkish Cypriot 
leader Rauf Denktas had a long joint meeting this 
afternoon with UN Secretary General Buirus Butrus- 
Ghali and his assistants during which they discussed 
Famagusta and Nicosia Airport. The meeting was held to 
prepare for the new joint mecting scheduled for 2330 
2030 GMT] this evening. Our correspondent in New 

ork reports serious negotiations on the two issucs, but 
the differences remain. The secretary general showed 
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Klundhis and Denktas <4e map attached to his docu- 
ment, but did not present it officially. The “area” to 
which the United Nations refers in the document on 
Famagusta means that part of the town that 1s fenced off. 


The joint meeting was attended by Klindhis and Den- 

ktas with their assistants and the UN secretary general's 

special representative and deputy special representative. 

—— 
by Secretary General Butrus-Ghali. 


not to make any statements unl they had concluded 
presented to the two leaders. 


Kliridhis Clarifies Remarks to BBC 
NC2505191493 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 1600 GMT 
25 May 93 


[Text] President Kliridhis said he is ready to discuss any 
document that is placed on the negotiating table 
dent clarified that his remarks to the BBC, according to 
which he accepted the three documents given to him by 
Butrus-Ghali, on the set of confidence-building mea- 
sures, the opening of Nicosia Airport, and return of 
Famagusta, were not attributed correctly. 


President Kiiridhis stated: | told the BBC I am ready to 
discuss any document that 1s put on the negotiating 
table. Asked whether he accepted the documents, Presi- 
dent Kiinidhis said: I had not seen them, so | could not 
say | accepted them. 
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Denrktas Cautions UN 
TA2605055993 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 0500 GMT 26 May 93 


[Report by Ertugrul Bulen: Danacs from New York] 


ext} Rauf Denktas and Greek Cyprot leader Glavkos 
first met with special envoy Joe Clark. and 
with UN Secretary General Butrus-Ghali today. 


ae ae ae on they compared the benefits of 
San Srretene haan ens tae Lelines tWdleesial 
want, and the Lefkose [Nicosia] 

Ties ts ae ek Ce oe 


The TRNC president pointed out that they decided not 
to make detailed announcements about the talks. 


Denktas said that Joe Clark wants to go to Cyprus during 
the second half of June to study the issue on the spot. 
Both sides want the intercommuna! talks to continus «n 
Cyprus, Denktas said, adding I hope that Clark wii" 
duty to ensure that the talks that were 
to New York will be returned to Cyprus 


Asked if efforts are being made to present the solution of 
the Cyprus problem as a model for the ethnic conflicts 
and regional problems in the world, Denktas said: I think 
that is what the UN Security Council 1s trying to do. It is 
trying to veer us, like guinea pigs 1m a way, Into a Certain 
direction to see if we can live in a federal system without 
discrimination or conflict. The danger 1s that if the two 
sides do not sincerely want this, and if an artificial 

a a 1960 agreement—then the 
results would be ternble 


Denktas and Kiindhis will meet with Clark and Butrus- 
again today 


e 
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U.S. Said To Expect "17 November’ Attack 
NC2305 154793 Athens TA NEA im Greek ©. May 93 p 7 


{Unattnbuted report, quotation marks as published] 


|Excerpt] The United States fears a terronst blow by “17 
November” in Athens and for this reason has given 
instructions thai security measures should be taken in 
installations where U.S. citizens work or live (businesses, 
schools, services). 


Instructions for increased security measures were given 
in an urgent message from the State Department to the 
LS. Embassy in Athens and were immediately conveyed 
to the “likely targets,” which have been asked to be “on 
the alert,” particularly until 15 June, to prevent or deal 
with any eventuality. The instructions mention that any 
move that mgiht interest the security services should be 
brought to the immediate attention of the U.S. Embassy. 


The cxrstence of instructions for a state of alert and an 
increase im security measures were confirmed to TA 
NEA both by employees of multinational U.S. compa- 
mes and the U.S. Embassy in Athens. When asked, 
Embassy sources replied that the Unites States bases its 
fears “on recent reports about suspicious activities ‘that 
compel it to give instructions for a state of increased 
security 


lt should be noted that, at the same time, the Greek 
Government 1s worned about an impending “blow” by 
‘|? November” in Athens. not so much on the basis of 
reports but on the analysis of facts concerning the 
organization's activities thus far. 


One reason for a new attack—against U.S. targets— 
could be (government circles theorize) the U.S. stand on 
Y ugosiavia. pressuring Greece to consent to intervention 
in Bosnia 


it should be noted that the United States is especially 
concerned about a possible attack against U.S. targets in 
Athens because of the lack of results in curbing terronsm 
in Greece 


Recently the US. side has been systematically pressuring 
Greece for some “success” in this field with the basic 
argument that so far—and despite frequent “biows”— 
the responsible authorities have achieved absolutely 
nothing 


Representations have in fact been made to Mitsotakis 
himself by a special delegation of the U.S. antiterrorist 
services. which point out incompetence by the Greek 
police and inadequate utilization of U.S. technical and 
economic help in curbing terrorism. (As TA NEA has 
reported. technical support by the United States includes 
special apparatuses and the training of at least 100 men 
in US. centers). [passage omitted] 
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Foreign Minister Returns From Rome, Comments 
on Bosnia 


NC2105192893 Athens ET-1 Television Network in 
Greek 1720 GMT 21 May 93 


[Text] The West European Union [WEU] proposes the 
path of a political solution to the Yugoslav crisis. The 
WEU does not believe in imposing peace through arms 
and gives [Serbian President] Slobodan Milosevic time 
to continue with the peace initiatives. However, every- 
body says that Greece's upgraded role in the Balkans can 
contribute to peace. Foreign Minister Mikhail Papakon- 
standinou summed up the WEU decision upon his 
return from Rome today [2! May]. Roulla Konstando- 
poulos has the following report: 


[Begin recording] [Konstandopoulou] The situation in 
the former Yugoslavia and the monitoring of the 
embargo in the Danube were the topics discussed at the 
two-day WEU conference held in the Italian capital and 
attended by Foreign Minister Papakonstandinou. The 
WEU foreign munisters agreed to strengthen efforts 
toward finding a peaceful solution to the Bosnian issue. 
Papakonstandinou stressed that the Athens conference 
was the big step for peace but our hopes, he pointed out, 
are pinned on Milosevic. 


[Papakonstandinou] | told them, and I do not think 
anybody reacted, that whatever all the others do, what- 
ever we do about implementing the Vance-Owen plan in 
Bosnia-Herzegovina, Milosevic himself could do more 
as it he who has to deal with his own homeland and his 
own compatriots. 


[Konstandopoulou} An agreement on monitoring the 
embargo in the Danube was also signed at the WEU 
conference. The foreign minister pointed out that our 
country suffers a loss as a result of the embargo, and this 
is something which the EC sanctions committee should 
deal with. Moreover, Papakonstandinou made specific 
proposals to his counterparts about resolving this 
problem. [end recording) 


Havel Arrives To Receive Onassis Award 


NC2305133093 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 1130 GMT 23 May 93 


[Text] Czech President Vaclav Havel arrived at 
Ellinikon Airport shortly after 1200 [23 May] to receive 
the Athens award on people aad humanity. Havel will 
meet Prime Munister Konstandinos Mitsotakis 
tomorrow and President Konstandinos Karamanlis on 
Tuesday. 


In an arrival statement, Havel said he is particularly 
happy to visit Greece once again. Asked about Skopje, 
Havel said: My country has not recognized Skopje. | 
hope a solution acceptable to both sides will be found 
through dialogue 





Comments With Mitsotakis After Meeting 


NC2405 195493 Athens ET-1 Television Network in 
Greek 1720 GMT 24 May 93 


[Report by Fotis Kafarakis] 

[Excerpt] Prime Minister Konstandinos Mitsotakis met 
Czech President Vaclav Havel, who this morning 
received the Athens prize. 

Topics dominating the one-hour meeting between Mit- 
sotakis and Havel were the Balkans, Skopje, the Cyprus 
problem, and prospects for the Czech Republic's 
approach to the European Community, NATO, and the 
Western European Union. Mitsotakis assured Havel that 
Greece supports the Czech Republic's efforts in this 
respect, saying it is a country with tradition and a 
developed economy and that it is justified in wanting to 
approach these international organizations. 

[Begin Mitsotakis recording] I assured President Havel 
that Greece will continue to steadfastly support his 
country’s policy and that it can rely on us. [end 
recording} 


Regarding the Czech Republic's application to become a 
nonpermanent member of the UN Security Council, the 
prime minister said this will be discussed along with our 
EC partners. 

Havel thanked the Greek prime minister for his support 
and expressed his appreciation of Mitsotakis’ mediation 
in the Yugoslav problem. On Skopje, he expressed the 
wish for a solution that everyone will accept. The presi- 
dent of the Czech Republic said he would allocate the 
$100,000 Onassis prize to the Pragne Castle Restoration 
Institute. [passage omitted] 


Discusses Balkans With Karamanlis 


NC2505 140593 Athens ET-1 Television Network in 
Greek 1200 GMT 25 May 93 


[Text] Developments in the former Yugoslavia were at 
the center of talks between President Konstandinos 


Karamanlis and Czech President Vaclav Havel at 1100 
this morning. Havel was honored yesterday with the 
Onassis award. Correspondent Marina Beneki has the 
details. 

[Begin Beneki recording] During their 30-minute discus- 
sion, Karamanlis and Havel discussed issues of bilateral 
and international interest. They concentrated on the 
crisis in the Balkans and on Europe's problems. Presi- 
dent Karamanlis showed particular interest in political 
developments in the Czech Republic on which he asked 
Havel for a detailed briefing. When Havel arrived in 
Athens on Sunday [23 May] to receive the Onassis 
Foundation Award, he made statements on Skopje. He 
said his country has not recognized Skopje and expressed 
the wish for dialogue to find a solution that is acceptable 
to ail parties. [end recording} 
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Politicians’ Different Views on Skopje Reported 


NC2605 113693 Athens ELEVTHEROTIPIA in Greek 
25 May 93 p 6 


[Text] Prime Minister Konstandinos Mitsotakis has 
been holding frequent telephone conversations with UN 
Secretary General Butrus Butrus-Ghali as the Skopje 
issue approaches its final stage with the end of two 
months of negotiations on 8 June. The procedure will 
either be prolonged or reach a conclusion. 


Diplomatic sources note that the mediators have already 
prepared their report to Butrus-Ghali and that they 
expect the formal, official answers from Athens and 
Skopje. 

So the issue is already in the hands of Butrus-Ghali, who 
will grant an extension if he believes that is what the two 
sides want or promote it to the Security Council. 


In Athens, there are various opinions on the handling of 
the Skopje issue and the final answer. Diplomatic 
sources say Foreign Minister Mikhail Papakonstandinou 
appears to favor the view that we should not let this 
opportunity pass, because things “could get worse.” 


Ambassador Yeoryios Papoulias, who headed the nego- 
tiations in the past, appears to agree with this view. But 
the government and prime minister in particular show 
no support for such a view, at least for now. They prefer 
Or insist On extending negotiations with the consent and 
help of the United Nations to avoid an interparty clash 
and governmental crisis in the country. 


The government has not reacted to the new Yugoslavia 
peace plan proposed to the Security Council and that 
provides, among other things, for the dispatch of the blue 
helmets [UN peacekeepers] to Skopje. Such a develop- 
ment would upgrade Skopje and raise the issue of its 
immediate recognition. 


During an interview with French television network 
TV-S5 [as published], Culture Minister Dora Bakoyianni 
[Mitsotakis’ daughter] referred to Skopje and admitted 
that the Greek position on the issue “has not been 
understood,” because it is not just a historical issue. 


“What concerns us today,” she stressed, “is that this 
republic should exist and live well with its neighbors. 


“It is not an issue of secondary importance. It should 
begin to live well with the Bulgarians, Greeks, and 
Albanians. It is not just the issue of the name. It is that 
name's meaning. 


“Greece wants the republic to exist, but not within this 
concept, because if it exists according to the concepts 
under which it started out, it will be a problem for the 
future. Today it is not a problem for Greece. The 
Baikans is a very sensitive area and the situation must be 
clarified so that everyone can live peacefully.” 
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Poll: New Democracy Voters Want New Leader 


NC2605115793 Athens I KATHIMERINI in Greek 
25 May 93 p 2 


[Text] Most New Democracy voters appear to favor the 
party contesting the election in May 1994 with a new 
leader. In an ALKO [not further specified] poll published 
in “TA NEA” [date of issue not given], of those who 
voted for New Democracy in 1990, 55 percent want a 
new leader, 26 percent the same one, and 19 percent 
failed to respond. 


Of today’s New Democracy voters, 45 percent want a 
new leader in an election, 38 percent the current leader, 
and 17 percent made no reply. 


The difference lies in the poll—conducted to record the 
parties’ power—showing a significant fall in New 
Democracy’s popularity in 1990-93. 

Of those who voted for the party in 1990 and who are 
now undecided, 67 percent would prefer another leader, 
22 percent failed to answer, and only 11 percent stated 
confidence in Mitsotakis. 


Undecided New Democracy voters represent 50 percent 
of all undecided voters and 12.1 percent of all voters. 


The sample of 2,400 voters was aged between 18 and 70, 
split by region, sex, and age, and at random inside each 
area. 


Mitsotakis Meets With Karamanlis 


NC2605132093 Athens I KATHIMERINI in Greek 25 
May 93 p 2 


[Text] Internal disputes within the government faction, the 
prospect of early elections, and the Skopje issue led Prime 
Minister Konstandinos Mitsotakis back to the presidential 
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palace, where he had a 20-minute meeting yesterday (24 
May] with President Konstandinos Karamaniis. 


Sources say the prime minister briefed the president on 
the national issue of Skopje and the proposal of 
cochairmen Vance and Owen on the name “New Mace- 
donia.” He stressed that acceptance of the name could 
cause serious reaction in the government faction and 
even withdrawals [from the party in the parliament]. He 
noted moves to form a new party by Andonios Samaras 
[former foreign minister and former New Democracy 
deputy] and the stance of some New Democracy depu- 
ties who are going along with him. 

According to the same sources, Mitsotakis said that if 
there are withdrawals, he is determined to call an early 
election. Unconfirmed sources also report that the prime 
minister asked the president to intervene to control 
reactions by some well-known officials. 


In a statement immediately after the meeting, Mitsotakis 
said he briefed Karamanlis on developments in foreign 
and domestic issues. He said: “There is no issue of an 
election; it will take place at the end of the fourth year.” 
Asked about the unfolding dispute involving ranking 
faction officials, he said: ““New Democracy is a demo- 
cratic party. The minority is ruled by the majority and 
New Democracy implements its policy, which is firm, 
correct, and the only one that 1s proposed.” 


Mitsotakis said he made no reference to an early elec- 
tion, but said he does not believe there are “traitors in 
the faction who will stab it in the back during the critical 
battle for the country’s salvation.” 


On Skopje, the prime minister said it was the main issue 
of the discussion, because the whole effort is unfolding at 
the United Nations. “We are at a critical phase,” Mitso- 
takis said, adding that the government has not given a 
formal answer to the mediators’ proposal. 
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Cetin Leaves For Talks in Copenhagen With EC 
‘Troika’ 

TA2305 155593 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 1535 
GMT 23 May 93 


[Text] Ankara, May 23 (AA)}—Foreign Minister Hikmet 
Cetin left for Denmark on Sunday for political consul- 
tation talks with his British, Danish, and Belgian coun- 
terparts, who constitute the European Community's 


Speaking to reporters before his departure for Copen- 
hagen, he said in the frame of a decision taken by the 
commission of the European Community to increase 
political consultation with Turkey, during the meetings 
*Turkish-EC relations and customs adjustments’ will be 
discussed. 

He said he will also meet with Danish Foreign Ministe- 
Helveg Petersen to discuss bilateral relations. 


Cetin is also due to meet with British foreign secretary 
on the collective strategy plan drawn on Saturday up by 
the U.S., Russia, Britain, France and Spain on the 
conflict in Bosnia-Herzegovina. 


He said the situation in the Caucasus, Middle East and 
Central Asia will also be discussed, adding far from 
ameliorating the situation in the former Yugoslav 
republic is worsening. 

‘The world has lost its decisiveness. All international 
institutions have lost credibility and respectability con- 
cerning this issue.” he said. 


Spain's King Juan Carlos Arrives on Official Visit 


TA2605095593 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1700 GMT 25 May 93 


[Text] Spanish King Juan Carlos has arrived in Turkey 
zs the official guest of President Suleyman Demirel. 


King Juan Carlos was received at Ankara Esenboga 
Airport by President Suleyman Demirel with a cere- 
mony. After the national anthems of the two countries 
were played, the visiting king and President Demirel 
inspected the honor guard. There was also a 21-gun 
salute in honor of the Spanish king. 


Present at the welcoming ceremony were Husamettin 
Cindoruk, speaker of the Turkish Grand National 
Assembly, Acting Prime Minister Erdal Inonu; General 
Dogan Gures, chief of the General Staff, main opposi- 
tion leader Mesut Yilmaz; Foreign Minister Hikmet 
Cetin; State Minister Serif Ercan; and other officials. 


In a speech at the airport, Demirel said that he was 
honored to welcome to Turkey the king of Spain, which 
is exemplary among the constitutional monarchies in 
Europe. This visit, Demirel stressed, has a special impor- 
tance and meaning in .hat it is the first official visit by a 
Spanish king to Turkey. 
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He went on to say that Turkish-Spanish relations were 
established centuries ago, and that there is a deep-rooted 
friendship between the peoples of the two countries. 
(Begin recording} In the course of history, our countries, 
which are two important powers in the Mediterranean 
and southern Europe, have always succeeding in devel- 
oping and protecting their ties of friendship in the wake 
of the conflicts that emerged during the rise of the two 
empires. We see this visit, not as the culmination or high 
point of our bilateral relations, but rather as the start of 
a new era of more advanced cooperation. [end recording] 
King Carlos said that during his visit, to which he 
attaches great importance, they will discuss all the issues 
that concern the two friendly allies. I will have the 
opportunity to get to know Turkey directly, he said. 


The king pointed out that, with its strategic position, 
Turkey forms a bridge between Europe and Asia. He 
said: Turkey is an example of stability not only its region, 
but beyond its borders, in a world shaken by peace- 
threatening conflicts and historical changes. 


Demirel and King Carlos then went to the VIP lounge at 
the airport and conferred for some time. The king was 
presented here with the key of the city of Ankara by 
Ankara Mayor Murat Karayalcin. 


Later, the Spanish king visited Demirel at the Cankaya 
Mansion. The president welcomed the king at the 
entrance to the mansion. The two leaders were then 
photographed, after which they conferred for some time. 


Demirel Hosts Dinner 


TA2605 101493 Ankara Turkiye Radyolari Network in 
Turkish 2000 GMT 25 May 93 


[Text] President Suleyman Demirel has said that Turkey 
is determined to join the customs union with the EC in 
1995, and expects Spain to support it in this regard. 


Spanish King Juan Carlos said that Turkey has become a 
country that 1s needed in Europe more than ever today. 


They were speaking at a dinner given by President 
Demirel at the Cankaya Mansion this evening in honor 
of the Spanish king who arrived in Ankara on an official 
visit today. 


In a speech at the dinner, Demirel said that this visit wil! 
give momentum and new content to Turkish-Spanish 
relations, and that both sides have the necessary will for 
this. He pointed out that the relations between the two 
countnes are conducted within the framework of coop- 
eration based on mutual trust and respect. He stated that 
the Spanish Jewish community which immigrated to 
Turkey 500 years ago contributed to the cultural affinity 
between the two countries. 


Demirel pointed out that there are no problems between 
Turkey and Spain. Our cooperation can be raised to 








In turn, the Spanish king said that relations between the 
two countnes have been constantly developing for the 
past 200 years, and that Turkey and Spain have worked 
together ior peace and prosperity in Europe and the 
world. He pointed out that Europe needs Turkey more 
than ever today, and that Spain has always supported 
Turkey's desire to integrate with the EC. 


King Juan Carlos said that Spain will extend every 
support to Turkey's efforts at democratization and at 
eliminating terronsm. 

The king pointed out that Turkey is surrounded by areas 
of fighting, and that this position gives Turkey great 
international responsibilities. He charged that fanati- 
cism constitutes one of the greatest dangers for peace in 
Eastern Europe and the Caucasus. He added: This 
threatens the stability needed by the newly independent 
republics to overcome their economic, social, and polit- 
ical problems. 

The king stated that his country is very sad to see the 
developments in Bosnia-Herzegovina. We support with 
determination, he said, th> peace conference and the UN 
work in connection with this issue. 


King Juan Carlos said: The international community 
must not accept the solution of conflicts through force or 
violence. No histoncal pretext can explain the efforts to 
forcibly evict people whose only desire is to live peace- 
fully in their own land. 

The king pointed out that Turkey is the best example for 
the new Caucasian and Asian nations who want to 
The dinner was attended by Husamettin Cindoruk, 
speaker of the Turkish Grand National Assembly; Acting 
Prime Minister Erdal Inonu; General Dogan Gures, 
chief of the Genera! Staff, main opposition leader Mesut 
Yilmaz; Foreign Minister Hikmet Cetin; State Minister 
Senf Ercan; Energy and Natural Resources Minister 
Ersin Faralyali; and numerous guesis. 

The Spanish king will complete his contacts in Ankara 
ee oe ee He will leave Turkey on 
nday. 


Dipiomats To Oppose U.S. Parallel on Cyprus, 
Bosnia 


NC2505202593 Istanbul HURRIYET in Turkish 24 
May 93 p 16 


[Report by Serdar Turgut: “Clinton Equates Cyprus 


With Bosnia”] 


[Text] New York—President Clinton's statement that 
“The United States must be very careful when it moves 
to take a step on Bosnia; we don't want a situation there 
similar to that in Cyprus” has created significant reac- 
tion. 

The parallel President Clinton drew while replying to a 
journalist's question on Bosnia in the White House last 
Friday evening came as a surprise. An effort has been 
made to establish why he unexpectedly touched on the 
Cyprus problem. It has been ascertained that he was 
accompanied by Greek Cypnot leader Glavkos Klin- 
dhis, with whom he was about to hold talks. Officials 
have said that Clinton may have wished to make a polite 
gesture to Klindhis by drawing a parallel between Bosnia 
and Cyprus. They also recalled Serb leader Radovan 
Karadzic’s statement to THE NEW YORK TIMES two 
days ago: “The Turks actions in Cyprus should be 
considered. If they can maintain the situation in Cyprus 
without heeding anyone, we can maintain a similar state 
in Bosnia far better than they can in Cyprus. We don't 
believe we should change our objective just because the 
world is against us.” The officials also said that Greece's 
propaganda may have had a bearing on the views 
expressed by President Clinton and Karadzic. 


Reaction by Turkish Diplomats 


Considering President Clinton's remarks and Karadzic’s 
statement, Turkish diplomats have decided to oppose 








TURKEY 


to people 
et ee ee 2 eee ae 
ethnic group to destroy an ethnic community in Bosnia. 


achieved in Cyprus what the world feared 
Bosnia. Peace has been established in Cyprus. 
Those who wish to view the situation in Cyprus as an 
should undertake military intervention in 
Bosnia with a view to creating safe areas, that is, if they 
wish to establish peace in that country. Through its 
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Party of Kurdistan} organization, has been released 


The prosecutor of the Diyarbakir State Security Court 
reviewed the evidence during the preliminary stage of 
the investigation and decided to release Penney The 
investigation continues and will reportedly be completed 
within a few days. 


Penney was arrested while entering Turkey from the 
Habur border point on 15 May on the grounds that the 
photographs and videotapes of the [mame indistinct] 
camp and the Arabic newspapers and magazines found 
on him were to be used for propaganda purposes. 


Iranian Embassy Deplores Attempts To Mar 
Relations 


LD2505150593 Tehran IRNA in English 1335 GMT 25 
May 93 


[Text] Ankara, May 25, IRNA—The Iran embassy here 
today warned against conspiracies by certain segments in 
Turkey to mar Tehran-Ankara relations. 


In its statement, the embassy rejected the allegations in 
the daily “CUMHURIYET" of Iranian involvement in 
the last February assassination of Turkish journalist 
Ugur Mumcu and links between a group calied “Islamic 
Action” with the Iranian Cultural House in Ankara. 


The propaganda ballyhoo is aimed at marring relations 
between the two countries, the statement said. 


Turkish Interior Minister Ismet Sezgin in an interview 
printed by CUMHURIYET Monday [24 May], alleged 
that the Iranian Cultural House had arranged military 


FBIS-WEL-93-100 
26 May 1993 


training in Iran for members of the “Islamic Action™ 
group for carrying out what he called “terrorist” activi- 
ties in Turkey. 


The embassy referring to the forthcoming mecting in 
Iran between foreign ministers of Iran, Syria and Turkey, 
as well as the scheduled visit to Tehran of the Turkish 
industry minister, said that airing of such propaganda on 
the eve of these visits “raises questions”. 


“Such plots, seen occasionally in the Turkish press, are 
the work of enemies of Tehran-Ankara relations,” the 
Statement stressed. 


It also called on related Turkish officials to take into 
consideration the sensitivity of the region, and use their 
experience to avoid any measure which tends to cloud 
public opinion. 


Nation To Sell Treasury Bonds on Japanese 
Market 


TA2405 162793 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 1520 
GMT 24 May 93 


[Text] Ankara, May 24 (AA;—Turkey will sell Treasury 
bonds worth 60 billion yen on Japan's Samurai market 
under an agreement signed on Monday [24 May} 


A Treasury statement said the agreement, brokered by 
Daiwa Securities, covers bonds worth 25 billion yen over 
five years at six percent interest and 35 billion yen over 
10 years at seven percent interest. 


The Bank of Tokyo will swap all the five-year bonds for 
U.S. dollars and broker principal and interest payments 
on the bonds. 


Turkey has raised a total 160 billion yen in financing 
from Japan so far this year. 


Monday's agreement was signed in Tokyo by Assistant 
Treasury Undersecretary Tuncay Altin 


NSC Urges Amnesty for Certain PAK Members 


TA2405 170793 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1600 GMT 24 May 93 


[Text] The National Security Council has decided to 
recommend to the government to make the necessary 
arrangements whereby those who joined the terrorist 
organization, especially in the state of emergency region, 
but who were not involved in incidents of bloodshed are 
not prosecuted if they surrender. 


The National Security Council convened under Pres- 
dent Suleyman Demirel at the Cankaya Mansion today 


A statement issued by the Council's secretariat general 
says that during the four-hour meeting, the participants 
affirmed that peace and security are being significantly 
ensured in southeast Anatolia and other paris of the 
country. The statement says: In addition to the secunty 
measures already taken, for the continuation of interna! 
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peace and stability in southeast Anatolia, and in line 
with social tolerance, the National Security Council has 
decided to recommend to the government to make the 
necessary arrangements whereby those who joined the 
terrorist organization in the state of emergency region 
but who were not involved in incidents of bloodshed are 
not prosecuted if they come to the authorities to sur- 
render, and where the situation of the members of other 
terrorist organizations are approached in the same light. 


The National Security Council meeting was attended by 
Acting Prime Minister Erdal Inonu, Chief of the General 
Staff General Dogan Gures, ministers who are members 
of the Council, force commanders, the Gendarmerie 
commander, and the Council's secretary general. 


Sezgin Clarification Cited 


TA2505 112693 Ankara Turkiye Radyolari Network in 
Turkish 2000 GMT 24 May 93 


[Excerpts] The Council of Ministers met this evening in 
an extraordinary session under the leadership of Presi- 
dent Suleyman Demirel to discuss the National Security 
Council [NSC] recommendation to allow members of 
terronst organizations who have not committed any 
crime to surrender without being subject to prosecution. 
Acting Prime Minister E:dal Inonu and Interior Minister 
Ismet Sezgin met Demirel at the entrance to the Prime 
Ministers Office. [passage omitted] 


In reply to a reporter's question on Abdullah Ocalan’s 
declaration that he is not involved in any illegal actions, 
Sezgin said: To date, 10,000 people have died. I hope 
that you do not expect the same measures to apply to 
both the youth who have not yet committed any cnmes 
and to the leaders of the perpetrators. 


In reply to another question, Sezgin stressed that the 
NSC recommendation applies to incidents in the state of 
emergency region only and to those involved in those 
incidents and does not apply to other terrorist organiza- 
tions 


Council of Ministers Issues Decree 


TA2508070893 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish OS00 GMT 25 May 93 


[Text] In accordance with the recommendation of the 
National Security Council, the Council of Ministers has 
decided to issue a decree saying that those who joined a 
terrorist organization in the state of emergency region 
but who committed no cnme should not be prosecuted if 
they surrender. 


The Council of Ministers held an extraordinary meeting 
last night under the leadership of President Suleyman 
Demirel after the National Security Council meeting 
ended. 


In a statement following the meeting, Akin Gonen, state 
minister and government spokesman, said that Article 
121 of the Constitution authorizes the government to 
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issue decrees regarding the state of emergency region if 
such meetings are held under the leadership of the 
president. 

Gonen stated that great peace and calm have reigned in 
the state of emergency region since Nevruz and added: 
We hope this peace and quiet will continue. With this 
decree we have determined that members of terrorist 
Organizations who have not committed any crimes shall 
not be prosecuted if they surrender of their own free will. 
We have also reviewed the possibility of lightening the 
punishment under the Law of Repentance. 


In reply to a reporter's question on whether there is a 
time limit attached to the decree, Gonen said that this 
issue will be clarified by the decree itself and added that 
there are initiatives to make it indefinite. Gonen said: 
Our aim is to save those in the mountains who have not 
committed any crimes from becoming terrorists and to 
bring them back to the state and the community. 


In reply to a question on how those who may benefit 
from this decree will be determined, Gonen said that the 
security forces know the identities of the perpetrators 
and their activities very well. 


Acting Prime Minister Inonu remained at the Prime 
Minister's Office for some time and continued to work 
with Justice Minister Seyfi Oktay, State Munuister 
Mehmet Kahraman, and Culture Minister Fikri Saglar. 


Upon emerging from the Prime Minister's Office. Inonu 
replied to reporters’ questions on whether this decree 
will be published in the OFFICIAL GAZETTE today 
and said: | will announce the results this morning, 
probably after the Assembly group meeting. 


*Terrorists’ Kill 30 So’ ‘iers, 2 Citizens Near 
Bingol 

742505082993 Ankara Turkiye Radyolari Network in 
Turkish 0800 GMT 25 May 93 


[Text] A group of terrorists intercepted vehicles on the 
Elazig-Bingol highway at 2030 last night and martyred 
30 soldiers who were dressed in civilian clothing and 
were returning to their units after concluding a driving 
course. Two citizens were also killed and six other 
soldiers were wounded in the incident. 


According to information received (rom Intenor Min- 
ister Ismet Sezgin, a terrorist group of 150 persons 
surrounded the highway in Birenoglu near Bingol from 
four directions, stopped busses and vehicles, and forced 
the passengers off the vehicles. The terrorists sprayed fire 
at 46 soldiers and nine citizens, whom they had forced 
off the vehicles. In the incident, 30 soldiers were marty- 
red, two citizens were killed. and six soldiers were 
wounded. Three soldiers were saved from the massacre. 
The six wounded soldiers were taken to Bingol State 
Hospital for treatment 
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In a statement in Corum, Sezgin declared that it has 
become clear that the PKK [Workers Party of Kurdis- 
tan}, which announced that it has laid down its arms and 
ceased fire, views this period as a period of preparation 
and recuperation. Pointing out that the PKK will not be 
allowed to reorganize and rehabilitate itself, the interior 
munister stressed that the southeast will be purged of 
terrorists. Sezgin reported that the terrorists, who mar- 
tyred 30 soldiers in Birenoglu near Bingol, have been 
encircled and the security forces are in hot pursuit. 


Amnesty Decree To Be Revoked 


TA250S5095893 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 0930 
GMT 25 May 93 


[Text] Ankara, May 25 (AA}—Turkey said on Tuesday 
[25 May] it ~ ould reverse plans for a decree granting 
amnesty to separatist terrorists after gunmen from the 
outlawed PKK [Workers Party of Kurdistan] organisa- 
tion killed 29 soldiers and two civilians in an ambush. 


Acting Prime Minister Erdal Inonu said at parliament 
that he would halt the issue of a decree with the force of 
law granting an amnesty to those who joined the PKK 
but were not involved in the shedding of blood. 


His remarks came only hours after reports of a major 
upsurge in PKK violence in the eastern and southeastern 
regions 


The plans for the amnesty decree were announced on 
Monday evening after the National Security Council 
recommended the government to pardon PKK separat- 
ists who refrain from staging violent attacks. 


The National Security Council took the decision in a 
meeting led by President Suleyman Demirel, an 
announcement said. The National Security Council is a 
senior advisory body comprising senior cabinet mem- 
bers, the chief of staff and other high ranking military 
commanders. 


The Council said the government should try to avoid 
tnals of PKK separatists who turn themselves in and 
who have not led terrorist attacks. 


Inonu’s decision to ignore the Council's recommenda- 
tion came after reports that the PKK had killed 29 
soldiers and two civilians in an ambush in eastern Bingo! 
Province on Monday evening. 


A further six soldsers were wounded in the incident. 


The terrorsts abducted another 15 people including 
cight soldiers from the scene of the ambush on the main 


Bingo!l-Elazig highway. 


It was the bloodiest PKK attack since the group's leader 
declared a unilateral ceasefire in March 


AA was told the terrorists forced a total of 46 soldiers 
and nine civilians to alight from their vehicles and 
sprayed them with automatic gunfire. 
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Most of the victims were soldiers about to be discharged 
after completing military service. 

The terrorists fled taking | 5 hostages alier setting fire to 
five state-owned vehicles. 


A huge operation has been launched to hunt down the 
killers. 


Reacting to news of the attack, Inonu said, “Unfortu- 
nately the incident is .~°e. Twenty-nine of our soldiers 
have been martyred.” 


He said he would give a detailed explanation of the 
attack later on Tuesday at a meeting of his party's 
parliamentary group. 


As reports flooded in from the east and southeast it 
became apparent that Monday evening's ambush was 
part of a concerted and widespread campaign. 


In a clash on Monday night five village guards, four 
soldiers and three PKK terrorists were killed near Silvan 
township in southeastern Batman Province. 


An estimated 20 PKK terrorists abducted a further 30 
people including women and children at gunpoint in 
Bingol’s Genc township. 


They iater released 29 of them but made off into nearby 
mountains with one person thought to be a soldier 


Interior Minister Ismet Sezgin, speaking in the central 
Anatolian town of Corum, put the death toll in the 
Bingol ambush at 30. 


He also pledged to wipe out PKK terrorism. “We will 
mop up the terrorists in southeastern Anatolia in the 
shortest possible time,” he said 


Nearly 6,000 people have been killed im the cast and 
southeast since the PKK launched its bloody separatist 
campaign in 1984. 


60 Said Abducted in Bingol 


TA2505 105193 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1000 GMT 25 May 93 


{Excerpts} Terrorists stopped vehicles on the Bingol- 
Elazig highway around 2030 last night and martyred WO 
soldiers who were dressed in civilian clothing and were 
returning to their units after concluding a driving course. 
The terrorists also killed two citirens. Six soldiers were 
wounded in the incident, and three soldiers were saved 
from the attack. [passage omitted) 


The terrorists also set fire to five state-owned vehicles 
they stopped on the highway. They fled the scence. taking 
with them a total of 60 civilians and soldiers. [passage 
omitted] 
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Inonu Cited on Attack 


TA2505115893 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1000 GMT 25 May 93 


[Text] Erdal Inonu, leader of the Social Democratic 
Populist Party and acting prime minister, has expressed 
deep regret regarding the soldiers and civilians who were 
martyred by terrorists on the Bingol-Elazig highway and 
strongly condemned the incident. Inonu also announced 
that the decree applying to persons who joined the 
terrorist organization in the state of emergency region 
but who have not participated in any action has been 
suspended for now. 


Addressing his party's parliamentary group mecting, 
Inony noted that nothing can be achieved through ter- 
rorism and reiterated his appeal to the terrorists to 
surrender. Calling on the terrorists, Inonu said: Abandon 
terrorism. Stop killing people and creating unrest. 


Inonu recounted that searches to find the murder gang 
are continuing and that the security forces will continue 
their operations im the region until the terrorists are 
caught. Pointing out that the incident is extremely grave, 
unfortunate, and regrettable, Inonu declared: I cannot 
hide my own sorrow. May the souls of our fallen soldiers 
rest yn peace. | extend my condolences to all of you and 
to the families of the victims. 


Efforts are also under way to find the abducted persons, 
Inonu said, adding: 


[Begin Inonu recording) Under the present “circum- 
stances, we cannot publish the decree we drafted in the 
Council of Ministers mecting last night. We must see 
what happens next and wait for some time. Our aim is to 
pul an end to these incidents in our country. We also 
believe that we have entered a penod that is leading to 
this objective. When this incident occurred, however, 
just as we were progressing toward this goal and just as 
we were about to announce our decision, we were 
naturally forced to stop for a while and see what happens 
next. Once more, we are witnessing that terrorism cannot 
be cluminated when armed people are roving the moun- 
tains. These people must come down from the moun- 
tains if terrorism 1s to be eliminated. We wili continue to 
reflect what must be done to this end. Our decision 
stands, but we cannot implement it now. [end recording] 


Inonu stressed that nothing can be achieved by killing 
people and martyring securty forces. He remarked that 
those who perpetrate such actions will be crushed. 
Noting that an appeal calling to the terrorists to sur- 
render was drafted during the Council of Ministers 
meeting, held under the chairmanship of the president, 
Inonu said that he is ready to issue the appeal, but the 
terrorists must categorically lay down their arms and 
participate in this communal peace. He stated that 
sufficient power exists in Turkey today to secure com- 
munal peace and personal security in the country. In 
achieving this, Inonu explained, the state is trying its 
best to mininaze the discomfort caused its citizens. 
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Inonu declared: We want to achieve peace together, 
without killing people. We were ready to neue the appeal 
to this end. Inonu added, however, that such an appea! 
cannot be issued at this time. He continued: The Turkish 
Republic will certainly overcome these problems. |: has 
demonstrated this determination. We are sill deter- 
mined to bring an end to these incidents in peace. We are 
now awaiting the security forces’ last efforts in the 


region. 


The acting prime minister explained that a significant 
decrease was noted in terrorist incidents in the pasi two 
months and expressed great satisfaction that an almo- 
sphere of tranquil!ity is being established for the citizens. 
Inonu recounted ‘hat great progress 1s being registered 
against terrorism in the world as well as in Turkey, 
adding that the government is trying to resolve problems 
within the framework of democratic rules. 


He said: Naturally, we wil! not negotiate with terrorists 
Nothing can be discussed with terrorists, because they 
are facing us with their weapons. What can we discuss 
with armed people? it is a requisite to first lay down 
arms and stop committing crimes. The terrorists’ decla- 
ration that they will cease engaging in terrorism may be 
a beginning, but the crucial question 1s the disarming of 
the people who may engage in terrorism. There are stil! 
armed people on the mountains. We cannot say that we 
are rid of terrorism unless these people have been 
disarmed. 


10 “Terrorists’ Killed 


TA2505 163393 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1600 GMT 25 May 93 


{Excerpts} Terrorists stopped some 40 vehules on the 
Bingol-Elazig highway near Bilaloglu region last night 
and martyred 35 soldiers in civilian clothing who were 
returning to their units after concluding a driving course 
The terrorists also killed two citizens. Six soldiers and a 
citizen were injured in the attack. The terrorists fled the 
scene, taking with them cight soldiers, a policeman, an 
NCO, and four citizens. 


Ten terrorists were killed in a clash between security 
forces and the terrorists in searches organized in the 
region after the attack. [passage omitted] 


A large-scale operation was launched in the region with 
the participation of Cobra and Super ( obra helhoopters 
after the Bingol incident. Ten terrorists have so far been 
killed in the operation, which is still continuing. Officials 
said that work 1s continuing to identify the martyred 
soldiers and citizens. 


Demirel Condemns Attack 


TA2505 165293 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1600 GMT 25 May 93 


[Text] President Suleyman Demure! has strongly con- 
demned the recent terrorist attack on the Bingo!-Elavig 
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of the nation and the peace and stability of the country 
will repeat of their deeds. 

Demurel, in a statement issued on the incident, said that 
the tranquillity that had prevailed in the southeast for 
tion to the fact that the incident in question occurred 
soon after the decision to issue a decree that those who 
had joined a terrorist organization in the state of emer- 
gency region bul committed no cnme should not be 
prosecuted if they surrender. 


Demure! added: | strongly condemn these murders. 
Those who disrupt ovr nation’s tranquillity and our 
country’s peace and stability will repent of their deeds. 
May God have mercy on our martyrs. | extend my 
condolences to their families. our nation and our Armed 
Forces. I also wish a speedy recovery to the injured. 


‘Hot Pursuit’ of Assailants 
TA2505 171593 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1600 GMT 25 May 93 


[Text] State of Emergency Governor Unal Erkan has said 
that the massacre in Bingol has once again revealed the 
true face of the terrorist organization. He added that the 
security forces are continuing their hot pursuit to capture 
the bandits who have committed this massacre. Erkan 
said: This brutal incident, which is the essence of terror, 
has once again revealed the true face of the terror 
organization. | have, however, said many a time that this 
is wrong. The state security forces will fully exercise the 
authority granted them by law and will capture the 
assailants. 


Sezgin Addresses Assembly 
TA2505 192293 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1700 GMT 25 May 93 


{Excerpts} Interior Minister Ismet Sezgin has said that 
large-scale operations have been launched following the 
martyrdom of 33 soldiers and two citizens by terrorists 
in Bingol and that the security forces are fighting with 
the terrorists. He added that the clashes are continuing 
and that 10 terrorists have been killed. Sezgin briefed the 
Turkish Grand National Assembly, which convened 
under Yasin Hatipoglu, on the Bingol incidents. [passage 
omitted] 


Sezgin stated that security forces from Elazig, Bingol, 
and Tunceli are continuing their operations in a bid to 
capture the terrorists who escaped after the incident. 


[passage omitted] 


Sezgin said that the government has always been cau⸗ 
tious regarding cease-fire declarations by the terrorists. 
He added that the government continued its activities, 
taking ito consideration all possible situations. He 
continucd: 
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[Begin Sezgin recording] The abominable attack 
launched and massacre commutted by the terronsts yes- 
terday will not go unpunished. The timing of this attack 
has also been very unfortunate for the terronsts. Our 
State yesterday included om its agenda a decree stipu- 
lating that those members of the organization who have 
not yet been involved in any bloody incidents and cnmes 
will not be prosecuted and that the sentences of the 
others will be considerably reduced. This decree was 
prepared to be submitted to the assembly. [end 
recording] 

Sezgin said that this recent terrorist attack will awaken 
certain domestic and foreign circles to the realities and 
will make them realize that these people are actually 
enemies of humanity. He strongly condemned the attack 
and extended his condolences to the families of the 
martyrs and the Turkish nation. [passage omitted] 


Sezgin Interviewed on Bingol 
TA2505 201193 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1700 GMT 25 May 93 


[Interview with Internor Minister Ismet Sezgin by Rahm 
Aygun at the studio in Ankara—tive} 


[Text] [Aygun] Mr. Minister, welcome to our studio. We 
will start by extending our condolences to the Turkish 
nation through you. We have been informing our lis- 
teners on the developments since the beginning of our 
news bulletin. According to information we have 
received thus far, 33 of our soldiers and two of our 
citizens have been martyred. Ten terrorists were killed in 
the ensuing clashes in the region. Are there any changes 
in these figures? What is the latest situation in the 
region” 


[Sezgin] These were the figures that were passed on to me 
up to the moment | came to the studio. Unfortunately, 
33 of our soldiers have been martyred Two civilians 
have been killed. Many have also been injured. These 
terrorists are now surrounded. Ten of them have already 
been killed. 1 would like to also give you very good news. 
According to information | received just before coming 
to the studio, the special action teams of the police forces 
have rescued a policeman, | 8 soldiers, and three citizens 
as a result of an operation they carned out in the region 


They are alive. 


[Aygun] This should, to some extent, alleviate our pain. 
I would like to refer to the decree prepared by the 
Council of Ministers yesterday. Mr. Inonu today 
announced that this decree will, for the tome being, be 
postponed. Is it being postponed with the aim of an 
amendment” 


(Sezgin] No, we arc not considering an amendment to 
the decree. We prepared this decree with a view to saving 
our youths, who have been taken to the mountains by 
force or for some other reason, from the clutches of the 
PKK [Workers Party of Kurdistan] terror organization 
We have prepared it to reassimilate these children to the 
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community and to turn them mto honorable citizens 
(Our goal was to heal the wounds opened by terror. We 
have stated all thes before. They declared a cease-fire on 
18 March and revierated it on 15 April We, however, 
said that they would not cease fire and that they are 
reorganizing thernselves. At the time, certasm domestic 
and foreign circles, unfortunately, claimed that these 
people were not terrorists and that one should seck a 
polutscal solution. We msrsted that this was not the case. 
Today, unfortunately, we are faced with the bitter 
results. Thirty-five of our citizens have been killed. 
Thirty three of our precious youths have been killed. The 
true und bloody face of the PKK has once more been 
revealed. It has once more been revealed that they are 
nothing more than a simple group of bandits. Despite all 
thes, we, as the government, prepared this decree to dress 
the wounds opened by terror and to save our youths and 
children. We will make an assessment, after which we 
will do whatever 1s necessary. 


{Aygun] | beheve that you were handed a note just now. 


[Sezgin} Yes, | was informed previously that 13 soldiers 
and three civilians were rescued. According to this 
current information, a policeman, 13 soldiers, and cight 
civilians have been rescued. In other words, 22 persons 
have been rescued so far. This means that the number of 
those rescued has increased. [numbers as heard] 


{[Aygun| Yes, there ts an increase. It 1s impossible to 
bring back the dead. This rescue operation, however, 
alleviates our pain. We thank you. 


|Sezgin] | thank you for granting me the opportunity to 
pass on this information 


Governor Erkan Briefed 
1 A2605095 393 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1700 GMT 25 May 93 


{Text} Unal Erkan, state of emergency region governor, 
went to Bingol this afternoon and was brnefed by offi- 
cials. In a statement on his return to Diyarbakir, Erkan 
sand that even though the terrain 1s quite mountainous 





TURKEY 75 


and difficult, the security forces are trying to neutralize 


this organization, he said. 


Yilmaz Warns on Compromising 
TA2605052693 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1700 GMT 25 May 93 


Excerpts} Motherland Party [ANAP] leader 

iimaz has said that the timing of the Bingol incident 
and the way it was carned out should be food for thought 
for everyone. He ported out that in light of this inci- 
dent, the acting prime minister said that the government 
was suspending the issuing of the amnesty decree con- 
cerning the terrorists. He said: it is not clear who is 
governing the country. 


Yilmaz recalled that the ANAP government was the first 
one to mtroduce the law of repentance. We have always 
defended the philosophy behind that law, he said, adding 
that ANAP did not object to the National Security 
Council decision to recommend to the government to 
issue an amnesty decree concerning terrorists not 
involved in bloodshed. However, he said, we suspect 
that the decision was made not with a view to assimi- 
lating innocent youths into the society, bul as a compro- 
mise to the terrorist organization that had declared a 
conditional cease-fire. [passage omitted] 


Yilmaz stressed that ut 1s unacceptable for the state to 
make compromises to a terrorist organization. 


The ANAP leader charged that the government is 

behind developments in foreign policy as well. 
Cyprus cause 1 not developing in our favor, he said, 
adding that the intercommunal talks have turned into an 
international conference 
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